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SERMON I. 



PUBLIC WORSHIP. 



PSALM CXVI. 16. 

I mil pay my vows unto the Lord in the sight of all his people, 
in the courts of the Lord's house. 

Intending, if it shall please God, to devote, 
for a few Sabbaths, the discourses which I 
shall deliver from this place to an explana- 
tion of the Sunday Morning Service in the 
Church, I shall, on this day, bring forward 
what I conceive may be a suitable and an 
useful introduction. 

The existence of a God, that great funda- 
mental principle which every act of religious 
worship recognises, is impressed on the mind 
of man by every view which he may take of 
the world around him. Of itself matter could 
not have begun to exist, and to say that from 
all eternity it existed is but to remove farther 

B 



2 PUBLIC WORSHIP. [Sermon I. 

back the difficulty. Inert — inanimateT— it 
could not have put itself in motion : void of 
intelligence as every part is, there is no part 
or combination of parts capable of arranging 
the mass. A being of a superior order then 
must be conceived to exist, by which matter 
could have been created; which had power 
to put it in motion, and understanding to re- 
gulate its movements. To form the vast va- 
riety of its combinations — ^to give permanent 
endurance to its machinery, a powerful mind, 
a creating and perpetually superintending 
providence is necessarily required. The most 
minute of created objects attest the wisdom 
of the artist : the greater ones speak his pre- 
eminent power, and fill us with wonder and 
with reverence. If, my brethren, we do not 
with our eyes discern the hand which holdeth 
the earth in a balance — if we do not with our 
ears hear the voice which chideth the pesti- 
lence — still God has not left himself without 
witness. As our own souls, which come not 
under the notice of our senses, are known and 
perceived by their effects, by the actions of 
the body which they direct, in like manner 
are the invisible things of the eternal Spirit 
perceived in the regular operations of nature, 
which can have been ordained and establish- 
ed by it alone. The rain and the fruitful sea- 
sons are God's witness, and it is only the fool 
who says in his heart " There is no God." 
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After this view of the power and wisdom of 
God, let us cast our eyes on the weakness and 
the insufficiency of man. Receiving life and 
intelligence he knows not how, can the child 
command the gradual increase of his strength, 
or arrange the progressive improvement of his 
faculties 1 Can the man for a day insure to 
himself the continuance of his life? How 
often in the natural world has he to lament 
after his best endeavours that the race is not 
to. the swift, nor the battle to the strong ? 
How often in the moral world does he find 
the willingness of the Spirit ill-supported by 
the weakness of the flesh? Bring together 
what we have said then of God and of man : 
here is short-sightedness — there knowledge 
unfathomable : here is weakness — there infi- 
nite power : here is an uncertain existence — 
there an eternal one: here is frailty — there 
the perfection of established good: what re- 
mains but that weakness and frailty seek 
the support of power and goodness — that un- 
certain short-sightedness bow down before 
eternal wisdom? That man, infirm and de- 
pendant, acknowledge with reverence the 
Creator who had formed him from the dust, 
and supplicate in humble adoration the pro- 
tection of that Being, in whose hands are 
the issues of life, the sources of plenteous- 
ness, and the blessings of immortality ? 

b2 



4 PUBLIC WORSHIP. [Sermon I. 

There is a God then and he is to be wor- 
shipped : worshipped by every individual of 
the human race, from th6 least up to the great- 
est. For when we are tracing out the duties 
of man from his relation to the Divinity, the 
distinctions on earth are lost in the magnitude 
of those benefits, which all in whatever class 
have alike to acknowledge — existence here 
and hope of that existence through God's gra- 
cious mercy to be continued in a life of re- 
newed happiness. Sinners against that rea- 
son which was given us to direct our way — 
sinners against what our knowledge of the 
Divine attributes would shew us is our duty — 
sinners against conscience and against God's 
will — how could we ever frame to ourselves a 
prospect of pardon for our sins, a reward for 
obedience so defective? It is only through 
his gratuitous bounty that we have an atone- 
ment in the blood of a Saviour, sanctification 
through the aids of his Holy Spirit, and life 
eternal bestowed on the imperfect services of 
those who have faith in his Son. For these 
inestimable benefits placed within his reach, 
each is alike bound to testify his gratitude : 
for strength to avail himself of the Christian 
covenant by performing the conditions on his 
part, each is alike required to supplicate. 

When it is said that in two different modes 
these supplications and acknowledgments may 
be brought before the throne of grace, when it 
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is said that devotion may be private or public, 
it is not to be supposed that a choice may be 
made between these, or that either may su- 
percede the other. Both are necessary. The 
lamp should be trimmed in private before its 
light be shewn with effect before men. Both 
are recommended by the highest example: 
our Lord at one time attends the worship in 
the Temple, and at another he withdraws from 
his disciples into a mountain to pray. As 
each individual best knows his own peculiar 
deficiencies, the individual weakness of his 
own estate, no rules need be here laid down 
for private devotion, farther than as to the ge- 
neral frame of mind with which a creature, 
humble as impotent and sinful man, should 
prostrate himself before the purity of a spiri- 
tual God, and before the Majesty, of the All- 
powerful. And indeed that frame should be 
no other than the disposition with which each 
should come into the house of the Lord, there 
to join with his fellows in the faith; in present- 
ing the homage of a Community to the founder 
of that faith, the giver of all good things to 
such as ask him. For it is the same God who 
watches over the well-being of the individual, 
and directs the fate of the nation ; and he is 
equally present to hear the still small voice of 
the pious ejaculation, and the joyful noise of 
the full assembly of the faithful, offering up 
the praises of the Church universal. '' Righ- 
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teousness exalteth a nation"* and will any 
call himself a lover of his country who will 
keep at distance from the Congregation met 
to pay its adoration to the Lord our righteous- 
ness, met to entreat that the protection of the 
Lord of all the kingdoms of the earth be bes- 
towed on the dwellers in the land . The pious 
Psalmist was glad when they sai(f unto him, 
*' We will go into the house of the Lord." 
" O Pray," said he, " for the peace of Je- 
rusalem, they shall prosper that love thee. 
Peace be within thy walls and plenteousness 
within thy palaces. For my brethren and 
companions' sake I will wish thee prosperity : 
yea because of the house of the Lord, our 
God, I will seek to do thee good."t 

But besides this sentiment of religious pa- 
triotism that should direct each member of the 
Community to join the asseriibly which bears 
the testimony of the whole Society to him who 
gives it his protection, each individually has 
two objects^ more particularly affecting him- 
8elf» which should engage his attendance at 
the Public Worship of the Church. He 
should attend for the purpose of keeping alive 
the spirit of devotion in himself, and for the 
purpose of exciting it in others. The impor- 
tance of the first of these wiU appear on con- 
sidering the case of those who absent them- 
selves from every religious society, and I 

* Proverbs xiv. 34. t Psalm cxzii. 
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would ask if there be any one of these of wliom 
you would say, that you know he entertains 
a firm belief in a Grod or a just sense of a Sa- 
viour. Those whom you meet, in the public 
ways as you return from this place, and who 
are in the known habit of absenting them- 
selves from every other place of Public Wor- 
ship, who are they but the idle who shun all 
that is of reflection, the fools who make a 
mock at sin, the heedless who have iwt God 
in their thoughts, the profligate who have imi 
sense of the decencies of a national religion, 
the worldlings who regret the loss of a Sabbath 
to their gains, the men of malice and deceit 
who make this a day for planning out their mis- 
chiefs, and the scoffers who collect in disso- 
lute confederacies, to get rid of its seriousness 
by drunkenness and dissipation. He on the 
contrary who wishes to have his bosom warmed 
with the genuine glow of Christian piety, comes 
here to the Altar of Christ to renew the flame, 
for he reads in God's own book that *^ where 
two or three are gathered together in tiie 
name of Christ, there is Christ in the midst of 
them."* Here he expects the oxampie of a 
devout congregation to animate his spirit, 
and perhaps he knows of some who, in the 
exhortations delivered from the Pulpit, may 
at some time have caught hold of a suggestion 
to stimulate their piety, have been wrought 

* Matthew xviii. 20. 
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upon by some powerful enforcement of their 
duty, have received some useful explanation 
of Scriptural doctrine, or have been set on 
their guard against some delusion of their de- 
ceitful hearts. Perhaps he remembers that 
he has himself on former occasions returned 
from the table of the Lord, strengthened in 
his resolutions and his hopes, and he deter- 
mines to frequent the place where the Lord's 
honor dwelleth, where he may receive an ac- 
cession of Christian knowledge, or an infusion 
of zeal to quicken his devotional spirit ; where, 
in the lowest rate of the advantage of public 
worship, the intrusion of the external world is 
with all imaginable care prevented, and the 
service of God is for a time the sole business 
of a number met to acknowledge and to an- 
nounce themselves his servants. 

But the Christian worshipper comes to the 
place of Public Worship to benefit others as 
well as himself: God wills not that man 
should be selfish or solitary even in his ser- 
vice. He has appointed him his place in a 
world full of his fellows : he has made the as- 
sistance of others necessary to the supply of 
his wants ; he has made familiar intercourse 
with them the greatest of his temporal com- 
forts. His instincts force him to rejoice with 
those who rejoice, and to weep with those that 
weep : his interests lead him to promote the 
well-being of those on whom his own well-be- 
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ing essentially depends. Now let me ask you, 
in what possible way can a man better serve 
his friend or his neighbour — (and such in the 
Scripture sense — in shewing mercy and loving 
kindness to him — each is to every other) in 
what possible way, I ask, can any man bet- 
ter serve a fellow man, than in exciting in him 
a spirit of true Religion ? You would think 
that man your friend who sought to intro- 
duce you to some person of great power and 
dignity-^ you would think that man your 
friend who .would warn you on your way of 
some precipice which might else have es- 
<3aped your notice -r- you would think that 
man your friend who would put you in pos- 
session of some mode of acquiring treasure, 
of lengthening life, of securing happiness. 
He who would excite in his brother the 
feelings of true religion, does him all these 
kind and useful offices. He brings him to the 
knowledge of one whose dignity is transcen- 
dent and whose power is infinite : he would 
lead him to seek the favor of the Judge of 
every heart, of the God of all comforts : he 
opens the eyes of the sinner to the danger of 
his ways, to the disgrace which hovers about 
.his footsteps, and the gulph which yawns be- 
fore his path : he teaches him to obtain a long 
life, even a life for ever and ever to be filled 
with heavenly treasure : he teaches him to en- 
sure at the right hand of God, with whom are 

c 
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pleasures for evermore, a crown of glory which 
fadeth not away, and happiness which no 
words can speak and no conception can equal. 
That the solemn ofBces of Religion be de- 
voutly administered-^that the Public Worship 
of God be regularly frequented-^ are matters 
in which the people individually and collec- 
tively have every where a high concern* 
Each of you, my brethren, has an important 
interest ip extending to others as well as to 
himself the influence of Christian faith. The 
properties and the . reputation of many, the 
lives of some, may depend on the testimony 
of a single witness, and what is of such effica- 
cy to restrain him from falsehood, as a religi^ 
ous regard to the oath he takes, to the Gospel 
of Christ on which he has sworn, and to the 
judgments of God to whose presence he has 
appealed ? What security have you of equal 
strength, against the fraud of those whom you 
must trust, and the pilfering which you can- 
not in its minute measure guard against at 
every point ? Believe me, there is no security 
so great as the general influential persuasion 
that there is a God, from whom what is done 
in secret cannot lie hid, and against whose 
vengeance no transgressor can find belter. 
In your own families you have a more inti- 
mate concern: you would wish to see your 
children grow up an ornament, a defence, a 
support to your grey hairs; yQU would wish 
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to see them prosperous in their condition, and 
respectable in their characters. Bring them 
betimes to the worship of God in his Holy 
Temple : thus will habit in aftertimes prevent 
their day of rest ever becoming a day of list- 
less inactivity or mischievous riot. Here they 
will be taught to supplicate God's blessing on 
their industry, God's grace for their guidance : 
here they will pray to have their hearts in- 
clined to keep his laws, to hallow his name, to 
covet nothing that is their neighbour's, and to 
honor their father and their mother* You 
would wish to live in peace and harmony with 
him who is your partner in your trade, your 
neighbour in your holding, or your kinsman 
in the inheritance. If you come with him re- 
gularly to the duties of that religion which 
orders to agree with your adversary quickly 
and to live peaceably with all men, while 
you jointly seek the powerful defence of 
him who is the author of peace and lover 
of concord, your own hearts will keep down 
all mean and quarrelsome suspicion: they 
will abhor the petty disagreement, which set- 
ting a man against his brother would forfeit 
the affection of the parent of them both, the 
common Father of all. The public worship of 
God is the testimony of the whole community 
to the all-sufficient power and the abundant 
kindness of its great protector, and the with- 
<lrawing of that protection might be the con- 

c2 
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sequence of a nation's neglecting to make the 
acknowledgment. Those who frequent the 
houses of Christian. Worship at least ishew that 
they are not ashamed of their faith-^-th^t they 
are not ungrateful for God's blessings, or in- 
different about his judgments. They wish^ 
according to our Lord's precept, to let their 
light shine before men, that seeing this, their 
good work, others may be brought to glorify 
their Father which is in Heaven. They 
know the force of example leading men to do 
evil and they wish to oppose it by a public ex- 
ample of what is good. May you, my belov- 
ed brethren, long continue the godly and sa- 
lutary practice, and may you obtain the rich 
reward in the strengthening of your own piety, 
and in the approbation of your God : in the 
happy prospect of children brought up in his 
fear, and friends won over, to righteousness : 
' in the prosperity of your; handiwork, and in 
the tranquillity of your country ! 

So fully have these advantages of Public 
Worship been understood and so properly ap- 
preciated, .that we find every where the use 
of it, in some form or other, "as universsdas 
the knowledge of the Deity ; of which in- 
deed it is the necessary result and the ac- 
knowledgment of the relation in which 'we 
stand to him. In earlier, ages when man's 
attention was caught by speciousness ' and 
shew, when, ill able to turn his thoughts with- 
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in, he knew little but of what was outwardly 
exhibited before him, the forms and ceremo- 
nies of Public Worship were complex and 
multitudinous. God accommodating his in- 
struction to the imperfection of human nature, 
and wishing to make out for himself a distinct 
and peculiar people, in his religious services of 
the Jews multiplied assemblies and festivals 
and sacrifices. Our Lord at his coming found 
that the Jews had mistaken the shadow for 
the substance, the form for the essence of re- 
ligion : he took away therefore the burden 
of the Jewish yoke, and taught a worship of 
the Father in Spirit and in truth. . But he 
did not constitute a religion so wholly spiri- 
tual as to have nothing positive in its institu- 
tions. He gave a model and form of prayer, 
he ordained Apostles for the Ministry, he ob- 
served the festivals, he appeared at the reli- 
gious offices in the courts, of the Lord's house.. 
Here it was that at the age of twelve years he 
employed himself about his Father's business : 
here it was that he took up the book in the 
sight of the Lord's people to expo^nd the 
Scripture from the Pi'ophet Isaiah^ ,whioh on 
that day was fulfilled in the ears of the Is- 
raelites. From the Acts of the Apostles and 
from sieveral of the Epistles we find, that the 
ekrly Christians regularly assembled them- 
^ves "together for their devotional purposes, 
-and that the Sabbath day was peculiarly set 
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apart for reKgiOus services. Since the days 
of the Apostles the same practice has been 
every where continiied in the Church of 
Christ, and however various the habits of dif- 
ferent countries, and however divided that 
Church has been into a diversity of disagree- 
ing sects, on the duty, the advantages and in- 
deed the necessity of Public Worship, scarce- 
ly any difference of opinion seems at any 
time to have subsisted. 

On one point only has any difference been 
found, and as this is connected closely with 
the subject of these discourses, I shall devote 
to it what remains of this introduction. I 
mean on the comparative advantaged of an 
established and pre^ccmiposed Litidrgy or form 
of Prayer, in preference to addresses to the 
Deity composed, as at the instant, by a sin^ 
gle individual — recited by him and followed 
by the congregation « I am aware that there 
may be here present persons who may hold 
an opinion on this point opposttte to mine, but 
in supporting the opinion of the Established 
Church, which I do from my heart and from 
my duty, I tmat that no one word shall escape 
me which ean give offence to any sincere be- 
liever in Christ Jesus, who may belong to a 
Church which differs fix)m that Established 
in this realm. No Christian Church should 
consider itself as engaged in any other war- 
fare than against Satan and sin : instead of 
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weakening by disunion and violence the powt 
er by which the common enemy is to be re- 
sisted, the efforts of all should be exerted in 
joint confederation to oppose him. Small is 
the difference between the several sects pro- 
fessing Christ, when compared with the mon- 
strous disproportion which Christian belief 
and Christian practice bear to infidelity and 
to vice. 

Yet in reality does not the question come 
to this? Whether will you join in prayers 
which you have never heard before, or in 
those which you have had an opportunity 
of perusing and examining at your leisure? 
Whether will you join in the prayers com^ 
posed by a single person whose talents you 
may not know to be extraordinary — whose 
time may be occupied in the other duties of a 
profession-r-whose education may not have 
been particularly attended to — whose turn of 
mind may not have been peculiarly suited and 
disciplined to the exercise, or whether on the 
contrary will you prefer joining in prayers 
composed by the joint labours of the ablest 
as well as the best men who at their day could 
be found in the Church, giving most diligent 
attention to this single subject : men of learn>- 
ing to acquaint them with all that had been 
composed before — men of talents to select 
what was most suitable and to supply what 
was wantii^ ? Speaking of the Minister 
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merely as a man called on to offer up pray- 
ers for the congregation, we must say, that 
the ability with which the individual executes 
his task must depend upon his zeal, his learn- 
ing, his assiduity, his understanding : and 
why are we to suppose that any individual, 
but much more that a succession of individu- 
als appointed by fallible men to perform the 
offices of the Ministry, shall in all these par- 
ticulars excel the united assemblage of Di- 
vines, especially, appointed to compose and 
to compile a Liturgy for the Church of En- 
gland ; men distinguished in their lives and 
in their writings— eminent for knowledge, for 
zeal, for probity, for piety ; many whom died 
Martyrs to the faith? But going higher in 
our views, and looking to the Holy Spirit for 
his aid to the pious : Minister whose voice is 
to lead the congregation, shall we say that 
the graces of the Holy Spirit are given to the 
individual who prays and preaches, and yet 
•were withheld from those pious men who were 
employed in composing a Liturgy to lead the 
devotions of a whole Church — a work to last 
for ages — ^to go into various countries — ^to em- 
brace and to direct the general objects of the 
entire system of intercourse with God and 
with his Christ ? 

That no congregation can be properly said 
to join in what they do not clearly and tho- 
roughly understand, is a self-evident truth. 
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Now in following a person who is supposed to 
speak extempore, until the whole sentence is 
brought to a conclusion none but the speaker 
knows its meaning. The first part of that 
saitence might have been a beginning to ma- 
ny difierent endings, but to which of these 
possible terminations it does in this instance* 
lead, none but the reciter antecedently knows. 
The congregation must hare the whole sen- 
tence given out, before they can judge of its 
propriety, and make use of it as their own. 
Bv^t while they are first discussing and then 
ofiering up this^ another sentence has been be- 
gun and has proceeded perhaps towards its 
conclusion — more or less, according to the in- 
telligence and attention of the different per- 
sons who hear it. Will the congregation offer 
up this petition also?' — A part of it was recited 
while they were attending to the former — ^the 
whole of it therefore they cannot understand. 
In fact if the Minister, offering a prayer not 
known before, does not after each sentence 
pause for at least so long a time as he took to 
deliver it, he is the only person who regularly 
prays ; and the congregation are mere listen- 
ers, who can but occasionally and at inter- 
vals join, or who make an offering of mere 
words — words of another creature fallible as 
themselves — words adopted implicitly under 
an impossibility of their being duly weighed — 
a foreign language in fact to all but the Mi- 

D 
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nister. With a form of prayer on the con- 
trary, pre-composed and printed for general 
circulation, (admitting therefore examination 
in every part, so as to be understood in all its 
bearings and made by use familiar to the 
mind and to the memory,) — the work of the 
hearer is simple: the congregation and the 
Minister, at the same time, offer up the same 
parts of the same prayer, of a prayer that 
may have before been studied in the closet 
and is then recognised in the Church. 

Strong as this argument is, its force will be 
encreased tenfold when we go minutely into 
an examination at large of the Liturgy of our 
Church. With what ability and with what 
feeling — ^with what learning and with what 
zeal — with what prudence and with what pi- 
ety — its reverend Compilers executed their 
most important task, will, , I trust, appear in 
the discourses, which, if it please God to per-^ 
mit, I shall lay before this congregation in 
the succeeding Sabbaths. 



SERMON II 



ON THE LITURGY GENERALLY. 



PSALM XCVI. 9. 
O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. 

In the discourse last delivered from this 
place, I shewed you the important objects 
which Public Worship had in view, and the 
benefits which might be looked for by each 
individual from a devout and a diligent at- 
tendance on it. I concluded by urging ar- 
guments, which I thought of considerable 
strength, to establish, that these objects are 
more effectually promoted, and these bene- 
fits more likely to be obtained by the use of 
a pre-composed and printed formulary, than 
by the extempore effusions of persons ap- 
pointed in succession to the offices of Minis- 
terial duty. To you, my brethren of the 
Church of England, the argument is consi- 

d2 
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derably strengthened by your having open for 
inspection the form of sound words composed 
for your use, according to which the public 
service is administered in your Church ; a 
form of Prayer which will stand, as it has 
stood, the test of the most minute examina- 
tion, and which, in proportion as it is diligent- 
ly studied, will be the more ardently admired. 
In this discourse, I purpose to give a brief 
historical view of its composition, and to point 
out to you, generally, those distinguished ex- 
cellencies which have gained for it the praise 
of every Protestant Community, and made it 
a suitable companion for, as well as a valua- 
ble Comment on, that Sacred Volume, the 
words of which it has often so happily adopt- 
ed, and the ^Spirit of which it has with such 
fidelity embodied in its devotions. 

Nearly three hundred years have passed 
since the Book of Common Prayer was intro- 
duced into our Church by the ecclesiastical 
authorities of the realm under the sanction of 
an Act of Parliament passed in the Second 
year of King Edward the Sixth. Some ten 
years before, immediately on the Reforma- 
tion, a Committee had been appointed to re- 
move what was superstitious or unscriptural 
in the services of the Romish Church, and to 
give, in the common or vulgar tongue, a Litur- 
gy which might be intelligible to the unlearn- 
ed, in place of that which was in a dead and 
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foreign language. But their work not having 
been completed, a select Commission consist- 
ing of Seven Divines of the Episcopal Order, 
and Six other high Dignitaries of the Church 
was appointed, in the year 1547 to draw up 
a complete service of public offices for the 
Church of England. They were persons dis- 
tinguished for piety and for prudence, for 
learning and for humility. In the disastrous 
reign which brought back the Romish Su- 
perstitions, many of them were driven from 
their preferments and from their country : 
two of them, Archbishop Crakmer and Bish- 
op Ridley, suffered Martyrdom for the faith. 
In a period short of two years, through the 
indefatigable labours and the great body of 
antecedent Scriptural knowledge of the Com- 
missioners, their task was accomplished. A 
revision of this book, was had in two years 
after under Cranmer, who had been at the 
head of the former Commission, and who call- 
ed to his assistance two foreign Divines of 
high repute.* The principal alteration then 
made consisted in prefixing to the Lord's 
Prayer (with which the Service before be- 
gan) the Sentences, the Exhortation, the ge- 
neral Confession, and the Absolution ; which 
now stand as the first member of our devo- 
tional offices, concluded by and introductory 
to that sublime prayer which our Lord gave 

* Martin Bucer and Peter Martyr, from Gennany, 
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as a model for the prayers of his Church. At 
different subsequent periods. Commissions 
were issued and Conferences held with spe- 
cial dissenting teachers, to consuder of ob- 
jections taken against the Liturgy, and in the 
hope of bringing into one Communion all who 
protested against the errors of the Church of 
Rome. This expectation unhappily proved 
vain, and, any alterations made after the time 
of Edward the Sixth being comparatively of 
little importance, the Liturgy compiled in his 
day may be considered as the great body of 
the Church of England-man's devotion, ap- 
proved and sanctioned as it now is by the ex- 
perience of nearly three hundred years. And 
can there be a stronger test of the great abi- 
lity with which their most important task was 
executed by those learned and pious persons 
to whom it was assigned ? This work has met 
the attacks of cavillers, of schismatics, of un- 
believers — it has passed seasons of returning 
superstition — reigns of revengeful persecu- 
tion : it has triumphed over gainsayers : it 
has endured adversity. The language of its 
day in all other works has grown obsolete: 
in this, it continues to the present times, in- 
telligible to all — preserving, as in perpetual 
youth, its vigour unimpaired, its voice clear 
and distinct. Very few words in the whole 
are antiquated — scarcely a single sentence is 
obscure. Foreigners have bestowed on it the 
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highest praise, and the most learned of our 
dissenting brethren have spoken of it with 
profound respect and veneration. Do we ar- 
rogate too much, when we intimate our per- 
suasion that the men who were engaged in 
drawing up this national testimony to God's 
honor, as well as those in whose steps they 
walked, the translators of the British Bible, 
may have been peculiarly favoured in the 
composition by the aid of his Spirit ; and that 
their work has been protected against the va- 
ried host of their opponents, by the strength 
of his providential care ? 

By the mouth of his Prophet Jeremiah the 
Lord said to his people, "Stand ye in the 
ways and see, and ask for the old paths, where 
is the good way and walk therein and ye shall 
find rest for your souls."* Never was this 
precept of " asking for the old paths, where 
is the good way," more strictly adhered to, 
than by the Compilers of our Liturgy in the 
composition of the Book of Common Prayer. 
The principal of them were mat$ters of all the 
learned materials which had connection with 
their great subject: but in their wise discre- 
tion they were above the vain folly of chang- 
ing what needed not reform, and they looked 
for the way that was good rather than the 
ways that were new. Yet they did not fi*om 
a i*everence to antiquity suffer ought that was 

* Jeremiah vi. 16. 
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superstitious, ought that was unscriptural, to 
pass unreformed ; but, for a standard by which 
to reform them, they looked to the earlier and 
purer ages of the Church, to the offices of 
piety transmitted from the Apostolic times. 
They had the sagacity to detect the erroneous 
additions with which the middle ages, ages of 
darkness and barbarity, had corrupted their 
simplicity and obscured their brightness ; and 
they separated the gold from the dross. .They 
knew that the earlier Christian Church bor- 
rowed much of its services from Jewish ritu- 
als handed down under inspired sanction; 
that the Hymns of the New Testament be^ar 
a close analogy to several of the Old; and 
that the Psalms, a body of devotion among 
the Israelites, had been at once transferred 
to the uses of the Church of Christ ; and their 
principle was that of Scribes instructed unto 
the Kingdom of Heaven : they were house- 
holders who "brought out of their treasure 
things new and old."* In the Book of Com- 
mon Prayer, they speak pre-eminently the 
words of truth and soberness; comprehend- 
ing all that is fitting for the uses of the con- 
gregation, in a spirit of piety which suits the 
holiness of him to whom it is addressed. 
Surely every reflecting Minister of our Church 
must feel himself happy, that this part of our 
service — this in which he addresses God for 

* Matthew xiii. 53. 
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the congregation — is not left to his inability, 
to his carelessness, to his forgetfulness, to his 
vanity, to his indiscretion ; and happy, I am 
persuaded, is every reflecting Minister of 
Churches whose opinion and practice on this 
subject differs from ours, in having so many 
excellent models, so many judicious forms 
pre-composed for public prayers, thus mak- 
ing his task only the task of applying, of ex- 
panding, and of modifying ; and where what 
he would alter bears so small a proportion to 
what he would adopt. 

Objection has indeed been raised against 
established formularies of devotion, on the 
ground that the words by constant use be- 
come too familiar to call up the just idea, and 
that the service is therefore in danger of be- 
coming an office of the lips, instead of an ef- 
fusion from the heart. Now what is there in 
the frailty of all human concerns, which is at- 
tended with numerous advantages, without 
one single disadvantage? But is our sense 
of God's blessing, is our zeal for God's honor 
unhappily so languid, that attention cannot 
for the short period of his service be kept up — 
that the old ways have become tiresome — 
that there is some novelty wanted to the itch- 
ing ears — something to be hazarded without 
submitting to sober deliberation in doctrine, 
something wild and extravagant in words to 
stimulate devotion? No such objection had 

E 
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arisen in the minds of the Lord's people, when 
at their return from their Captivity in Baby- 
lon they praised God after the accustomed 
ordinances of David and Solomon, appointed 
nearly five hundred years before. A set form 
of service has in a certain degree the sanc- 
tion of Almighty God himself ; for he assign- 
ed the precise words in which Aaron and his 
Sons should pronounce the blessing on his 
people. Our Lord in compassion to our in- 
firmities composed his admirable prayer, 
which at two several periods he delivered in 
the same words, and which by the very phra- 
seology shews itself intended for the use of 
several persons assembled to pray together. 
The Apostles in praying .with one voice and 
one accord must have used the same words ; 
and in fact the words used by them on one 
solemn occasion are set out in the fourth 
Chapter of the Acts. Not long after the 
Apostolical age we have comments on Litur- 
gies ascribed to St. Mark, St. Peter, and St. 
James ; and we know that the prayers offered 
up by the Christians of the first centuries 
were called Common and Constituted prayers. 
Sanctioned by such examples, let us not re- 
gret, my brethren, that a love of change 
finds no gratification in our national Liturgy : 
when, if rightly considered, one of its chief ad- 
vantages is to have the faith preserved by it, 
as by a standard, from the errors which a ca- 
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pricious taste might introduce, and protected 
from the contentions with which party attach- 
ments or designing interests might assail it. 

Yet in accommodation to the imbecillity of 
man's nature and the frailty of his best inten- 
tions, the Compilers of our Liturgy have done 
every thing that could have a tendency to 
prevent lassitude, and to call back listlessness 
to devotion. Every variety which they could 
give, in matter or in manner, they have in- 
troduced. At one time, in the Lessons, the 
Epistles and Gospels, and the Command- 
ments, they are reading the inspired words 
which God addressed to the people of his 
especial favor, the Israelites of old, and to the 
Christian Communion baptized in the name of 
his Son. At another time, they are offering 
up thanksgiving for the blessings which they 
have received at his hands and soliciting in an 
humbled prayer the continuance of his gra- 
cious protection for the Body and the Soul. 
In one Collect, they are uttering the praises of 
his Almighty Power : in another, the praises 
of the moral attributes of his mercy and loving 
kindness. A Hymn of David at one time 
gives words to the congregation's devotion ; 
at another, a prayer from one of the earliest 
fathers of the!* Church has been sought out 
to supply the language of their adoration. 
None of these are continued so long, that 
any one who reveres God or who loves his 

E 2 
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Son can fall away from attention to it ; and 
a very few lines are to be passed over before 
a warm and earnest Amen to each of the 
prayers is expected from the congregation. 
But this is not all ; the whole service is not 
left for the offices of the Minister — the con- 
gregation is instructed to bear its part : and 
here again in the mode of the performance 
that duty is studiously and usefully diversified; 
sometimes, as in the Creed, the people re- 
peat after the Minister; again^ as in the 
shorter Versicles and Psalms, they give their 
responses alternately. Even their position is 
changed: at different times they sit, they 
stand — they kneel. With what judicious — • 
with what kind condescension has all this 
been arranged ! And yet to this no one par- 
ticular of greater weight is ever found to give 
way : each part of our Liturgy has its appro- 
priate place : each contains within most brief 
compass, all that is necessary for its purposes^ 
Admired for the exactness of its order, and 
for its due intermixing the several branches 
of Religious Worship — for its depth of mean- 
ing and its simplicity of expression; let me in 
two particulars before intimated shew you 
distinctly, its pre-eminent excellence : let me 
shew you first how admirabljT it is suited to 
the extent and to the wants of the community 
by which it is to be offered up : and next let 
me shew you that coming forth from an hum- 
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bled heart, and composed in a pious spirit, it 
is suited, as far as human infirmity can effect 
it, to the acceptance of that great and holy- 
Being to whom it is to be offered, 

I have said that it is suited to the extent 
and to the wants of that community by which 
it is to be offered up. The doors of the Tem- 
ple of the Lord are thrown open, and every 
person — high and low — rich and poor — learn- 
ed and unlearned — young and old, is invited 
to join in making general supplication to him, 
who is the author and giver of all good things ; 
and in paying homage to that adorable na- 
ture in which all perfections of the Divinity 
dwell. If we ask how can it happen that the 
Church Service should be fit alike for all 
these various classes and grades of society, 
the answer is plain : it is because it applies to 
them all ia that character in which they all 
agree, and solicits that of which they all stand 
in need ; it is because it is the service of a 
sinner acknowledging his ofiences and en^ 
treating pardon and peace. Whatever be the 
earthly rank of the offender, here he appears 
but as a sinner : and to the mercy of his Hea- 
venly Father, to the blood of his blessed Re- 
deemer, and to the sanctifying graces of his 
Holy Spirit, to^these ^lone can the sinner, of 
whatever class, appeal for spiritual comfort, 
for acceptance, for everlasting life. Distinc- 
tions there may be at the outside of the 
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Church — at the inside all is one holy brother- 
hood in Christ Jesus : all are the people, al- 
ternating with arid responding to the Minister , 
and what is said by one may be said by all. 
" O Lord, deliver us" — '' Lord have mercy 
upon us and incline our hearts to keep thy 
Laws " — This is the common language to be 
used by the whole congregation. Selecting 
as the subject matter what belongs equally to 
all, the Compilers of our Liturgy have clothed 
it in forms of expression alike suited to all. 
The weaker brother is not checked by any 
difficulty in the composition^ or repelled by 
any obscurities: scarcely have there to the 
present day ten words of it gone out of common 
use. The sentences are broken into mem- 
bers easily caught hold of and as easily re- 
membered : the periods are never perplexed, 
nor the constructions involved. Perspicuous 
and simple, the unlearned fully understands 
it in its natural meaning — the man of most 
improved taste cannot add to its strength. 

Two general Communities the book of 
Common Prayer particularly and for sound 
uses adverts to, the Nation and the Church. 
Civil wars from disputed succession or revo- 
lutionary frenzy have been always attended 
so much with bloodshed, violence, and crime 
of every sort, that, though some may sneer 
at what they are pleased to call the political 
prayers of the Church, there is no person of 
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a humane and reflecting mind who will refuse 
to join in prayers for " the powers that be" 
and for the stability of the Government, what- 
ever it may be, which he finds existing under 
Establishment by Law. " The powers that 
be are ordained of Grod,"* said the Apostle, 
while he who filled the throne was yet a hea- 
then and a monster of iniquity. With Chris- 
tian Kings and Christian Communities, the 
Church has more direct connection. While 
the Church is militant on earth, is it not a fit 
subject for the prayers of the Congregation, 
that by the endeavours of the legislature " all 
things may be settled on the best and surest 
foundation, that peace and happiness, truth 
and justice, religion and piety may be esta- 
blished among us for all generations?" If the 
example of a Sovereign carries respect, if his 
office has authority, are we not rightly called 
on to pray that through the wise controul of 
the disposer of all hearts " he may in all his 
thoughts, words and works ever seek the ho- 
nor and glory of God, and study to preserve 
the people committed to his charge, in wealth 
peace and godliness?" What is this really 
but to pray for ourselves and for our fellows — 
for the religion of our fathers — for the Church 
of Christ ? 

Arising from an humbled heart and com- 
posed in a pious Spirit, I have said that, as 

* Romans xiii. 1, 
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far as human infirmity can effect it^ our Li- 
turgy is suited to the acceptance of that great 
and holy Deity to whom it is to be offered. 
Under the Law whatever had connection with 
the impurity of the flesh was driven at dis- 
tance from the Temple : it was required of 
the sacrifice to be there offered that it should 
be clear of all blemish and all stain : the ap- 
propriating inscription stamped on every 
thing that was used in the service there — ^the 
frontlet of him who performed that service 
bore the words '* Holiness to the Lord"* as it» 
motto and its dedication. What part of our 
service is there, which may not bear the same 
image and superscription ? The Compilers 
resorted to those fountains of living water 
which, issuing from Christ himself, ran in 
streams of divine knowledge through the 
pages of the Evangelists, through the pene- 
trating discourses of the Apostles who spread 
the Gospel through Heathen nations, and 
through the Epistles in which they laid dow» 
for their faithful converts the doctrines of 
their inspiration. From these they selected 
portions to be read in the service : and in their 
Collects and their Petitions they caught their 
Spirit, and rarely kept away from the very 
phrases of the Scripture. The best of all 
Comments on the Bible is the Church of En- 
gland Prayer book — most full and most fami- 

* Exodus xxviii. 36. 
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liar, most sound and most impressive. Re- 
gardless of what may gratify the philosophic 
infidel, it founds its morality on God's Com- 
mandments and the graces of his Holy Spirit. 
Not seeking to have the name of the Socinian 
enrolled among the number of its followers, 
its faith is, in passages innumerable, pronoun- 
ced to be in the Saviour, and the Creed is in 
direct terms Trinitarian. Every prayer opens 
with an address to the God of revealed reli- 
gion, and it concludes with a hope of success 
through the intercession of Christ and with an 
application of the merits of the Saviour. Thei 
opening of our service brings man forward a 
sinner and a penitent : the conclusion sends 
him home in peace, with the blessing of God 
Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy 
Ghost. 

" God is a Spirit and they that worship 
him" says our Lord, "must worship him in 
Spirit and in truth."* Never was there a re- 
ligious office composed in more strict and 
more complete accordance with our Lord's di- 
vine instruction than this. It separates wholly 
all that is of this world, all that is of the flesh : 
it Opens out to the Congregation all the trea- 
sures of wisdom and knowledge. It rejoiceth 
in the truth : it is fervent in Spirit. The 
Church calls its children from the world and 

* John iv. 24. 
F 
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its vanities — from the body and its impurities, 
to hold communion with the father of Spirits 
and to acquaint themselves with God. There 
needs no image to excite in them an impres- 
sion of him, whom nothing can be made to re- 
semble. The book of holy worship enlightens 
their understanding, and by faith they see him 
in its sublime descriptions and in its affecting 
expostulations. Him, whom with their mortal 
eyes they have not seen, they are taught in 
the heart to love. They are furnished with 
words suited to their feelings and suited to his 
holiness : they have a reasonable service given 
for their uses, removed equally from the cold- 
ness of the formalist and from the .extrava- 
gance of the enthusiast. Its moderation is 
known unto all men ; and it has at every sen- 
tence the Lord at hand. 

" In its formation," says a respected Pre- 
late whom it has pleased the Lord just now to 
remove from the perils of our Church and the 
agitation of our Country, " it has been hap- 
" pily, and doubtless, providentially, guarded 
*' alike from excess and from deficiency. It 
" possesses a peculiar temperament, equally 
'* remote from all extremes, and harmoniously 
" blending all excellencies : it is not supersti- 
'' tious, it is not fanatical, it is not cold and 
" formal, it is not rapturous and violent ; but 
" it unites, perhaps beyond any other human 
" composition, sublime truth and pure spirit; 
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" the calmest wisdom and the most energetic 
'' devotion."* 

Such, my brethren, is the deserved charac- 
ter of the Liturgy of our Church, and so ad- 
mirably is it adjusted for your spiritual inte- 
rests and your spiritual improvement. In pro- 
portion will be the condemnation of any who 
by their inattention and insensibility would 
degrade it to a service of the lips, or who by 
an intemperance of zeal, not according to 
knowledge, would set aside its sobriety for 
sentiments of doubtful orthodoxy, or express 
sions of more passionate extravagance. Yet 
deem it not a magical form of words that by 
recital of its incantations must bring down 
blessings from Heaven on the sinners of the 
earth. No. *' God heareth not sinners : but 
if any man be worshipper of God and doeth 
his will, him he heareth. "f 1^ you would wor- 
ship him in spirit and in truth, if you would 
worship him in the service of your Church, 
you must endeavour to enter into the feelings 
of those who composed that service ; and these 
were the feelings of the inspired penmen, from 
whose pages it was their highest praise that 
they compiled it. It is only of " The effec- 
tual fervent prayer of a righteous man," that 
St. James saith, it " availeth much. "J '* I 
will therefore, saith St. Paul, that men pray 

* Bishop Jebb — the late respected Bishop of Limerick. 
t John ix. 31. % James v. 16. 
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^very where lifting up holy hands without 
wrath and doubting."* He whose faith is 
wavering — he whose heart is contentious — he 
whose hands are unholy — he whose conver- 
sation is unrighteous — he whose prayer is cold 
and inanimate — he asks amiss, he asks and he 
receives not. " Keep thy foot then,'' saith the 
Preacher, "when thou goest into the house 
of the Lord :"t be assured, my beloved bre- 
thren, that the sacrifice of the wicked is au 
abomination, and the words of his prayer are 
a mockery of this sanctuary. Abuse not the 
means of grace which your God holds out 
to you — ^throw not the improvement of your 
Church at a distance — ^profane not the temple 
of the most high with vain oblations. This is 
the house of God — ^make it to you, my belov- 
ed, the gate of Heaven— respect the purity of 
him who fills it with his presence — fall down 
with holy worship before the majesty of him 
|;o whom " the Heaven is his throne and the 
earth his footstool. "J 

* 1 Timothy ii. 8. f Ecclea. v. 1. J Isaiah Ixvi. I. 
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1 JOHN. i. 9. 



If toe confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive ns mar 
sins and to cleanse us from aU unrighteousness. 

Our morning service opens with the Minis- 
ter's reading one or more of the sentences set 
down at the beginning of the order of prayer 
which have been specially selected from the 
Old and New Scriptures, as fitted to dispose 
the minds of the congregation to the duty on 
which they are to enter. " Before thou pray- 
est" says the Son of Sirach, " prepare thy- 
self."* Indeed a proper custom has establish- 
ed itself, for each individual, at his coming 
into the Holy Temple, to acknowledge with 
his private reverence the dignified presence 
of him who inhabits it, soliciting from him the 
aids of his grace and the acceptance of a ser- 
vice which he is conscious is imperfect. 
Such short addresses, where persons come at 

* Ecclus. xviii. 23. 
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different times into the Church, are extremely 
proper and should not be run over as a mere 
unmeaning form. They are left for each in- 
dividual to make for himself. I know none 
fitter for the purpose than the short and im- 
pressive prayer with which the 19th Psalm 
concludes ; " Let the words of my mouth and 
the meditations of my heart be always accep- 
table in thy sight, O Lord, my strength and 
my Redeemer." 

But our Church has its general preparation 
in the recital of one or more of the Scriptural 
sentences, when all are supposed to be assem- 
bled. And here let me suggest to you, my 
brethren, how desirable it would be that the 
whole congregation should be in the Church 
before the time for the beginning of service. 
We know too well how small a circumstance 
distracts attention, especially in younger per- 
sons among us, and it would to a stranger pre- 
sent little appearance of respect for the Public 
Worship of the Church, or of feeling for those 
who were engaged in it,, to find those in every 
pew interrupted continually by new comers in, 
and the congregation not entirely settled until 
the Psalms are nearly concluded. I know the 
distance of residence from the Parish Church 
may sometimes occasion irregularity, but 
would it not be better — or would it be difficult 
to fix the time of setting out such as to ensure 
the not being too late? If occasionally a 
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little too early, the time might be profitably 
employed in reading the whole of the intro- 
ductory sentences. Be assured that the se- 
lection is an admirable one, and that every 
frame of mind with which any may enter this 
place, would find here appropriate matter for 
meditation and improvement. The sentences 
contain what sinners should know ; they ex- 
press what those who come to pray should 
feel. They do this in various forms, some as- 
serting, some supplicating; each of them is 
plain, concise, full in itself, and taken toge- 
ther they convey the Scripture Doctrine of 
repentance and give the comforting hope of 
God's mercy. What more suitable prepara- 
tion, what more inviting encouragement for 
prayer than that which represents the Lord 
as " merciful, and gracious" to such as turn 
unto him^ *^ not despising the broken heart," 
but shewing forgiveness even to those who 
have rebelled against him. Does any con- 
ceive it too late for him to begin the work of 
repentance? Does any deem himself too 
great a sinner to be admitted to pardon? 
The Prophets of the Lord inform him that 
he may yet by *' turning away from his wick- 
edness and doing that which is lawful and 
right save his soul alive." Does any believe 
* himself so strong in righteousness that he has 
no need to solicit aid, so clear of all sin that 
in his case a call to repentance would be un- 
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necessary ? A Scripture is laid before him, 
which tells him that " in the sight of God no 
man living is justified." The beloved Disciple 
of the Lord may apprise him of the delusions 
of his vanity and the falsehood of his asser- 
tions. " If we say," says St. John, " that we 
have no sin we deceive ourselves and the 
truth is not in us." Does any suppose that 
the day of repentance may be safely deferred 
to some distant season and content himself 
with the impassioned vehemence and the ex- 
ternal forms and shews of grief? The com- 
mand to ** rend his heart and not his gar- 
ments," the awful notice that " the kingdom 
of Heaven is at hand" are fitted to correct his 
error and to accelerate his delay. In short all 
the misapprehensions respecting penitence, 
all the objections to enter on it, are met by 
these introductory sentences, and the most 
powerful incentives are urged to place the sin- 
ner by contrition in that state which fits him 
to offer up prayers and gives hope that his 
prayers will be heard. 

That which the Minister is desired to read 
after these sentences is, in some degree, a com- 
ment founded on them : it is an exhortation 
to the people to make confession of their sins 
and to entreat forgiveness of the Lord. With ^ 
affectionate piety the Minister addresses his 
dearly beloved brethren, exhorting them to 
acknowledge and confess without any attempt 
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at dissimulation or concealment, their manifold 
sins and wickedness : founding this Exhorta- 
tion on ** the Scripture moving them in sundry 
places to make such confession with an hum- 
ble, lowly, penitent, and obedient heart," as 
the most efficacious means to obtain forgive- 
ness by the infinite goodness and m^rcy of 
God. To dissemble ar cloak them would in- 
deed as much indicate an ignorance of the 
vuature of that omniscient Being whom we ad- 
dress, as it would an estrangement from the 
dispositions wherewith we should approach 
him : and they who turn away from the Ex- 
hortation of the Minister equally turn away 
from him whose commission he bears and 
whose service he advocates. This duty of 
confessing our sins — not to man, but to God — 
not to seek temporal acquittal but divine for- 
giveness — this confession of sin, which in con- 
formity with Scriptural incitement we should 
be at all times in the habit of performing, we 
are particularly called on to do, when we as- 
assemble for the devout offices of Public Wor- 
ship. The words of Solomon at the dedica- 
tion of the Temple have this import : '* Hear- 
ken thou to the supplication of thy servant 
and of thy people Israel, when they shall pray 
towards this place and hear thou in heaven thy 
dwelling place ; and when thou hearest for- 
give :"* and the words of our Lord expressly 

* 1 Kings viii. 30. 
G 
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declare that " where two or three are gather- 
ed together in his name, there is he in the 
midst of them."* The minister therefore ex- 
horts the congregation with a pure heart and 
humble voice to accompany him unto the 
throne of heavenly grace, from which alone 
they can hope to obtain pardon, repeating 
after him, (himself a sinner and with them 
alike in need of forgiveness) '* the general 
Confession which folio weth." 

And here it may be observed that the abi- 
lity with which the respected compilers of our 
Liturgy executed their task, appears no less 
in the smaller and incidental matter which 
came before them, than in that which must 
have appeared of greatest magnitude and as 
lying directly in the path of their duty. An 
instance of this occurs in the Exhortation 
w^hich we have been examining. It would 
seem that they thought it important that the 
congregation should know from them what 
the several offices were which were included 
in the rightful performance of Public Wor- 
ship, and what the several parts of which it 
ought to consist. This enumeration they con- 
sidered it eligible to make early in the service, 
and they have made it in the General Ex- 
hortation. ** At all times, they say, we ought 
to acknowledge our sins before God, but most 
chiefly ought we so to do, when we assemble 

* Matthew xviii. 20. 
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and meet together" — they might have said for 
Public Worship — but they prefer specifying 
the several parts which they, in their sound 
judgment and in their devout conceptions, con- 
sider that Public Worship should embrace: 
" when we assemble and meet together to ren- 
der thanks for the great benefits that we have 
received at his hands, to set forth his most 
worthy praise, to hear his most holy word, 
and to ask those things which are requisite 
and necessary as well for the body as the 
soul." And this division you will find they 
have themselves followed in the service which 
they have appointed, giving thanks in the ge- 
neral and special thanksgivings and several 
collects, acknowledging his benefits, setting 
forth his most worthy praise in the recital and 
singing of the Psalms, hearing his most holy 
word in the Lessons, the Epistle and Gospel, 
and the Commandments, and seeking the sup- 
ply of our necessities in the Prayers and Lita- 
ny. I will venture to say that this specifica- 
tion of the objects of Public Worship could 
not be improved. In no other place in the 
Church Service could it with equal propriety 
and effect have been introduced. 

The directions given in your prayer books 
between the different offices and parts of the 
service, (which formerly were printed in red 
letters, and were thence called, ''rubricks," 
from a Latin word signifying red) give instruc- 
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tions as to the mode in which those different 
parts are to be administered. For, to accom- 
modate to the convenience of the congregation, 
the service has been divided into different por- 
tions, not so long as to fatigue attention — some 
to be recited by the Minister alone, as the 
" Exhortation and the Absolution," others in 
which the people also join, as in " the Con- 
fession and the Lord's Prayer." The rubrick 
preceding the Confession desires that it be 
repeated after the Minister by the whole con- 
gregation, in order that each may be particu- 
larly impressed with its application to him- 
self, and it requires that all shall kneel as 
they recite it. The posture of the body in 
prayer is not indeed a matter of absolute ne- 
cessity, for prayer is of the soul, not of the 
body ; yet it is evident that when we are ad- 
dressing the exalted Majesty of Heaven, our 
supplication should be offered with every 
mark of humility and prostration, and that a 
change be made, if practicable, from the or- 
dinary position to one of greater respect. The 
Apostle who commands '' that at the name of 
Jesus every knee should bow,"* and the 
Psalmist who calls on us to bow down as we 
worship, and " to kneel before the Lord our 
Maker," evidently thought the posture of the 
body not a matter of entire indifference. 
From the direction of the Church therefore 

* Fhillippians ii. 10. 
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none whose thoughts are awake to the dignity 
of that great Being whom they are addressing 
will depart, through trifling considerations of 
ease and accommodations to indolence : par- 
ticularly when the posture directed is one, 
which, from the manner in which the area of 
our Churches is divided, shuts out many idle 
attractions that might otherwise interfere with 
the right performance of our duty. 

In the book of Numbers we read ** The Lord 
spake saying, when a man or woman shall 
commit any sin to trespass against the Lord, 
and that person be guilty, then they shall con- 
fess their sin which they have committed."* 
The man after God's own heart said '' I will 
confess my transgression unto the Lord," and 
he says after, " thou forgavest the iniquity of 
my sin."t ** Confess your faults one to ano- 
ther" saith St. James, '' and pray for one ano- 
ther that ye may be healed. "J Under the 
command of these Scriptures and by the ex- 
ample of the Jewish Church and the Christian 
in all ages we proceed to make a joint confes- 
sion of our sins. Here, while every man pro- 
nounces his own confession out of his own 
mouth after the Minister, all are witnesses of 
each other's acknowledging his sins, and each 
under the feeling of Christian love for the bro- 
therhood prays for pardon on others as well as 
on himself. Intended for general recital, the 

* Numbers v, 6 — 7. t Psalm xxxii. 5. { James v. 16. 
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expressions used must of necessity be gene- 
ral I and those who have made this a matter of 
objection ought to consider that if it enumera- 
ted particular sins in detail, it must have been 
too long for public use ; and we may entertain 
a hope that it would not be applicable to per- 
haps one individual in a congregation. Un- 
der the general forms the particular sins of 
each are included, and every plea that any 
can advance in a supplication for pardon, has 
3 place in it: each expresses his contrition 
for his offences, and each looks to the merits 
of Christ to atone for them, and to his promise 
that he is in the midst of those who are ga- 
thered together in his name. Having bold- 
ness then through him to approach the throne 
of grace, we proceed to make our public Con- 
fessiouv to our '* Almighty and most merciful 
Father;" our father by right of spiritual 
adoption as by natural creation, whose might 
to punish the transgressor is equalled by his 
mercy to forgive the penitent. 

The confession following this address con- 
sists of two parts, the acknowledgement of 
our sins and the supplication for our pardon. 
In the first, under the Scriptural similitude of 
sheep in the open wilds of Judea wandering 
from under the care of their guide, we ac- 
knowledge that we have forsaken the good 
shepherd and wandered from the right path : 
when we say " that we have followed too much 
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the devices and desires of our own hearts/' 
we admit the depravity of the fallen nature 
which so far from checking we have been too 
prone to indulge : we have superadded to this, 
the transgression of the revealed commands 
of God, omitting what we knew to be our du- 
ty and committing what we knew to be its 
violation. Languishing under the sickness 
and pollution of guilt, without strength of 
sound mind to recover from our infirmity, 
we call, in the second part, upon the Lord 
who alone is able to give relief to our souls, 
and we entreat of him to have mercy upon 
our misery, to spare our contrition and to res- 
tore us to that rest which is promised to such 
as are heavy laden and come unto Christ, 
But aware from sad experience how wretch- 
edly defective our unassisted efforts would be 
to bring forth fruits meet for repentance, we 
conclude with entreating of God's grace, what 
that grace appeared on earth to teach unto 
all men, " that denying ungodliness and 
worldly lusts we may live soberly righteously 
and godly in this present world."* These 
last words comprise the sum of practical 
Christianity in our duties to God, our neigh- 
bour and ourselves : and we entreat that for 
the sake of the Son who gave himself " to re- 
deem us from all iniquity and to purify unto 
himself a peculiar people,, zealous of good 

* Titus ii. 12, 
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works/'* such measure of divine grace be 
vouchsafed us as, bringing forth in us the 
fruits of good living, may glorify our Father 
which is in Heaven 

The Confession made by the whole congre- 
gation is followed immediately by the Absolu- 
tion pronounced by those to whom "God 
hath given power and commandment to de- 
clare and pronounce to his people being 
penitent, the Absolution and remission of 
their sins." Sin is bondage, and from that 
bondage the penitent seeks to be loosed, and 
the Church begins its Absolution by represent- 
ing him who is to give it, as " Almighty God, 
and father of our Lord Jesus Christ," power- 
ful to release the penitent transgressor and fa- 
ther of him who came to bring them that sit 
in darkness out of the prison house, and into 
the glorious liberty of the Gospel. But let no 
prejudice, my brethren, arise in your minds 
from any wrong use of the word Absolution 
or any unjustifiable usage in other divisions 
of the Christian Church, as affecting, un- 
der its authority, to confer it. We are not as- 
suming any judicial power of determining 
who are the individuals whose sins are for- 
given ; but, as Ambassadors of the Ministry 
of reconciliation, we pronounce generally what 
the Scripture fully warrants, pardon to the 
peliitent : we teach not the people to trust 

* Titus ii. 14. 
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in any private exercise of our discretion, but 
to trust in the mercies of the Lord and in 
the blood of Christ that cleanseth us from all 
sin. Ours is not an Absolution given in pri- 
vate separately to a particular person, in po- 
sitive assurance and in the name of the Priest : 
ours i% given in public to all persons at once, 
conditionally on their true penitence, in the 
name of the Lord. God, who is mentioned at 
the commencement of the form under the qua- 
lities which give us the comforting hope of 
pardon, is specially declared in the continua- 
tion as conferring that pardon ; " He pardon - 
eth and absolveth." To his prophet the Lord 
says ''say unto them as I live, saith the Lord 
God, I have no pleasure in the death of the 
wicked, but that the wicked turn from his 
ways and live."* To his Apostles the Lord Je- 
sus gives command, '^to go into all the world 
and preach the Gospel unto every creature, 
teaching them to observe all things whatsoever 
I have commanded you : and, lo, I am with you 
always even unto the ends of the world. "t 
Under our high commission we baptize with 
the baptism of repentance: we preach the 
blood of Christ shed for the remission of sins : 
the word of faith which we are charged to de- 
liver is, " If thou shalt confess with thy mouth 
the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine 
heart that God hath raised him from the dead, 

* Ezekiel xxxiii. 2. f Matthew xxviii. 20; 

H 
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thou shalt be saved."* Far be it from us to ar- 
rogate a power to forgive sins : the Lord claims 
this as his own prerogative. " I, even I," saith 
the Lord by the mouth of the prophet ** am 
he that blotteth out thy transgressions for 
mine own sake, and will not remember thy 
sins."t Unable to try the reins and the heart, 
we can but declare the conditions on which 
alone pardon is promised of the Lord; we 
proclaim to our flocks that "the Almighty 
God pardoneth and absolveth all them that 
truly repent and unfeignedly believe his holy 
Gospel." 

As every good and perfect gift cometh from 
above, our Church calls on the Congregation 
to beseech the Lord to grant them the blessed 
gifts of true repentance^ thus necessary to our 
being absolved, and of his Holy Spirit, with- 
out which a pure and holy life, the proof of 
that true repentance, would be utterly be- 
yond our hopes. The Congregation had in- 
deed already professed their contrition for 
their past ofFences^ but as none can tell how 
oft he ofFendeth, a renewal of that repen- 
tance every day of their future life is equal- 
ly necessary to their pleasing him, who can 
have no pleasure in wickedness, and with 
whom what is evil shall not dwell. Let us 
then, my beloved brethren, follow the instruc- 
tion of our Church, and beseech him to grant 

* Romans x. 9. f Isaiah xliii. 25. 
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US what alone can make the services we have 
at present been performing here to be plea- 
sing in his sight: what alone can guide us 
into those paths where our future lives may 
be pure And holy : and what alone can secure 
to us that everlasting happiness which our 
blessed Redeemer has promised to. those who 
hold the faith in righteousness. "As he that 
hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all 
manner of conversation."* 

The rubrick desires that here and at the, 
end of all the other prayers the word Amen be 
said by the people. This word in the Hebrew 
denotes constancy or steadiness. It was used 
as a particle of consent or affirmation in the 
Jewish worship as in ours; and from St. Paul's 
Epistle to the Corinthians we find it so used 
in the early ages of the Christian Church. 
After the Creed it expresses the firm belief of 
the congregation in its several clauses : after 
any prayer it expresses their joining earnestly 
in its several parts. It is retained in the ori- 
ginal language perhaps because it has the ef- 
fect of intimating that the same Qod is the 
object both of Jewish and Christian worship. 
Where it is only desired that the people say 
Amen at the conclusion, you must see that it 
is evidently implied, that in what was recited 
by the Minister they should keep silence. 
For particular reasons some parts are ap- 

* 1 Peter i. 15. 
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pointed for him only to pronounce : and were 
it otherwise, confusion certainly would arise in 
prayers of considerable length, as persons 
speaking with different degrees of quickness 
might be repeating different parts at the same 
time, in the hearing and to the interruption of 
each other. • The responses therefore for the 
people are always short, as are the verses of 
the Psalms, which are repeated alternately, 
and the distinct petitions of the Lord's pray- 
ar, which, as the prayer was composed by our 
Lord for general use, all are desired in the 
Church service to pronounce. And now pre- 
pared by penitence, and, it may be hoped, ad- 
mitted to pardon, we proceed to offer up pray- 
ers to our Heavenly Father, and we begin by 
offering that which he who knew the infirmi- 
ty of our nature and the weakness of our fa- 
culty gave us as a model for our addresses to 
the throne of grace. This shall be the sub- 
ject of our next discourse. 

From the discourse just delivered you can- 
not but perceive in what a genuine Spirit of 
Gospel piety our Liturgy has been composed, 
and how faithfully it has sought to clothe its 
devotions in the impressive language of the 
Scriptures. The expl9.nations now submitted 
to you were but laying before you the pas- 
sages in holy writ, which in it for brevity had 
been only alluded to or abridged. Was I in 
error when in a former discourse, I considered 
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this Liturgy as the beauty of holiness ? When 
I gave it the preference to any effusion offered 
up at the instant even by the pious and the ta- 
lented ? And if a service were not specially 
set down, but the service in matter and in 
words were left to the discretion of those who 
should minister, would you be always sure 
of finding such as were pious and talented? 
This Liturgy was composed by the collec- 
tive labour of many persons eminent for pi- 
ety and talents: and they took time and 
pains for deliberation, to guard against er- 
ror and to restrain extravagance. Who will 
say that the gifts of the Holy Spirit were kept 
back from them in the execution of their most 
important work, to be bestowed on individual 
devotions in spheres more limited? No: we 
can have no doubt that they prayed with the 
Spirit, and they prayed with the Understand- 
ing also. The object of these discourses, my . 
beloved brethren, is that you may follow their 
prayers with understanding : that he who oc- 
cupieth the place of the unlearned may say 
Amen with a perfect understanding of their 
giving of thanks. God grant that you may, 
partake of that Spirit which guided them into 
the knowledge of the truth, and that you may 
'* receive with meekness the engrafted word 
which is able to save your souls."* 

* James i. 21. 
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MATTHEW vi. 9. 
After this manner tlierefore pray ye. 

This admirable form of Prayer comes re- 
commended by the highest possible authority. 
Our Lord was himself its author — and he hath 
left it to the Church that calls itself after his 
name. He delivered it on two occasions with 
very little difference indeed in the expres- 
sions : once in that summary of practical Re- 
ligion, which he promulgated to theassembled 
multitudes in his Sermon on the Mount,* and 
again when one of the Disciples besought him 
to teach them to pray as John the Baptist 
also taught his Disciples.f Thus it comes to 
us as a Prayer to be used, and as a model to 
be copied : an address from the heart to him 
who seeth in secret, rebuking by its simplicity 
the ostentation of the Pharisees, and by its 

* Matthew vi. 9. t Luke xi. 2. 
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conciseness the vain repetitions and much 
speaking of the Heathens : expressed in terms 
most easy of comprehension, and applicable 
to every condition of human society and in 
every circumstance of human life. Properly 
the first learned of all our prayers, its famili- 
arity may have superceded in some any spe- 
cial enquiry into its meaning: the result of 
such enquiry will shew it admirable alike for 
the extent of its matter and the compendious- 
ness of its construction. Let me call on your 
attention while in this day's discourse I unfold 
its brevity, while I explain its petitions, while 
I bring more fully into view what it implies 
and what it recommends, and while I urge on 
you the dispositions required in those who 
would use it with effect. For our Lord did 
not deliver a form of words that was to be 
effectual when repeated without understand- 
ing and without feeling : which was to obtain 
whatever it asked, without faith in God to 
whom it applied, or without effort in the sup- 
plicant to render himself a meet object on 
whom God's favor might be bestowed. No : 
the Prayer itself will shew the contrary : and 
an analysis of its contents, to such minuteness 
as time will permit, will open your minds as 
well to the fit subjects of your addresses in 
general to God, as to the manner in which he 
ahould be solicited and the disposition with 
which he should be approached. 
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The idolatrous Priests of Baal cried out 
from morning until noon with a tiresome same- 
ness, " O Baal, hear us."* Our Lord's Pray- 
er, repeated as it often is in our service, does 
not lay us open to the charge of vain repeti- 
tion : it is replete with varied and abundant 
matter, and the Church calls us in different 
devotions of human composition to the divine 
one which should be a model for them alL 
Under the impression of the same sentiments, 
the same words will without design often re- 
cur. In the Psalms of David we meet with 
the same forms of words repeatedly — often, 
as the choral song of the Lyric chaunt — of- 
ten, as the same conclusion proved by various 
arguments or illustrated by varieties of cases. 
Thrice did our Lord in the same words pray 
that the cup of bitterness should pass from 
him. The prayer which is called after his 
name does not affect novelty. It is a com- 
pendious abstract af the most valuable part 
of the Jewish Liturgies, combining with them 
an Epitome of his own Gospel. Let none 
'then who believes in that Gospel, let none 
who regards the character and authority of 
its teacher obj ect to this prayer's being repeat- 
ed frequently in the devotions of our Church : 
in each division of its services it should pro- 
perly form a leading part; It is a beacon to 
direct the course of our worship and to bring 

* 1 Kings xviii. 26. 
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US back from the wanderings of human inven- 
tion : it is a light from Heaven to revive and 
to re*animate the devotions of those M^ho use 
the words of his supplication, as they hope to 
obtain their petitions by his intercession. The 
Church which always prays in his name should 
shew a marked affection and veneration for 
the words by which he taught to pray. 

The introduction, ** Our Father, which art 
in Heaven," specifies whom we are addressing 
and recites the grounds on which our hopes 
of obtaining our petitions are founded. The 
words ** our Father," express that the relation 
in which God stands to us is one of solicitous 
love and of commanding authority. In vir- 
tue of his creation, God may be said to be the 
father of all things in heaven and earth, for 
he is the author of their existence and the ar- 
tist of their powers : angels and men, formed 
in his likeness, are more especially termed his 
sons, towards whom he exercises a parental 
kindness, providing largely for their comfort, 
and even, when he visits them with afflictions, 
dealing out his chastisements as a father to- 
wards the children he loves. But by the 
Christian Covenant are we yet in a more en- 
couraging sense his sons through our blessed 
Lord and Saviour : for whosoever receive him, 
to them hath he given power to become the 
sons of God.* With him are we "joint heirs 

*. John i. 12. 
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of eternal life" and '^ children of God being 
children of the resurrection."* While we 
offer up the prayers then of our sonship to 
God our father, let us also bear in view him 
who after our fall from the natural relation re- 
conciled us to a spiritual sonship and a more 
excellent inheritance, and through faith in 
him let us ask, for ** he is faithful that pro- 
mised."! 

That God exists through all space, that he 
fills heaven and earth, and that through every 
part of the universe to the purposes of intel- 
ligence and regulation he is always present, 
we are convinced. Yet are we warranted by 
Scripture in supposing for him a throne, a 
tabernacle, at distance from the humble abode 
of his dependant creatures, and established 
in that exalted region of spiritual bliss where 
angels do him honor, and from whence this 
inferior world receives its movements and its 
administration. But though the Lord s throne 
is in Heaven, Heaven and the Heaven of 
Heavens cannot contain him: his kingdom 
ruleth over all, and in his hand is power and 
might which none can withstand. When we 
apply the words, " which art in Heaven" to 
the description of God, we profess our belief 
in his superiority over every thing which earth 
can contain ; we acknowledge his power to be 
above all earthly restraint and his glory as of 

* Luke XX. 36^ f Hebrew x. 23. 
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the Majesty on high. By such power we 
know that whatever we ask can be granted ; 
and to such spiritual pre-eminence the soul 
of man may look up with joyful hope of an 
inheritance in that enduring mansion which is 
the theatre of his glory and the palace of his 
power. By him our bodies were formed of 
the dust of the earth — he is the father of our 
spirits which were created in his image — and 
if we being evil, give good things unto our 
children, much more will our Heavenly fa- 
ther give good things to them that ask him.* 

But the prayer of our Lord is a rule of duty 
as well as a form of devotion : and the short 
words of the introduction when reflected on, 
give us interesting lessons of moral instruc- 
tion. If God is our father, high and low, 
rich and poor are all of one family. Each 
calls him therefore not my father, but our fa- 
ther — not the father of the individual but the 
common parent of all : and should not these 
words, which mark the relation of all to him, 
direct us also to consider the relation which 
we bear to each other? " Have we not all," 
saith the Prophet, " one father, why do we 
deal treacherously then every man against 
his brother I"-)- By no argument could the 
duty of love and charity to our neighbour be 
urged more strongly. And as strongly as the 
words inculcate the duty to our neighbour, so 

*Matt. vii. 11. tMal. ii. 10. 
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do they also the duty to our God. "If I be 
a father," says the Lord by his Prophet, 
** where is my honor?"* In our devotions 
particularly, should we be zealous for his ho- 
nor. *' Keep thy foot " therefore, says the wise 
man, ** when thou goest to the house of God : 
be not rash with thy mouth and let not thine 
heart be hasty to utter any thing before God, 
for God is in Heaven and thou in earth."t Not 
then until after we have besought of God to 
grant us true repentance and his Holy Spirit^ 
do we vienture to address him in the words of 
his son. And now not hasty, but sedate — not 
rash, but deliberate — let us proceed, with re- 
verence to his exalted power, yet with confi- 
dence in his paternal affection, to offer up the 
petitions which our Lord has sanctioned. 

The first of these is in the words " Hallow- 
ed be thy name." Just notions of the Deity 
are the only foundation of good morals and 
the genuine incitement to sincere piety: to 
encourage these in others, to establish them 
in ourselves, we begin our prayer with a pe- 
tition, that the name of God, holy and I'eve- 
rend as it is in itself, may as such be received 
of us and of all men : that it may be hallowed^ 
that is esteemed holy, treated with awful ve- 
neration and religious respect, sanctified in all 
who approach to serve him, separate from the 
imperfection of human ignorance and the de- 

* Mai. i. 6. t Ecclea. v. 2 
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basement of human folly ; that profaneness 
may not dare to scoff at, nor superstition to 
debase it : that the profligate may stand in 
in awe of the Majesty of God, and the idola- 
ter of this world cast down his vanities before 
the holiness of Heaven ; and that we, and all 
the subjects of his Government may endea- 
vour to form ourselves to his imitation, and to 
l?e pure as he is pure. For let it be observed* 
my beloved brethren, that this and every 
other petition of our prayer must imply an 
earnest and diligent effort on our part to 
effect that in ourselves whieh we solicit may, 
by God's gracious mercy, be promoted in all 
men. If we are not disposed to make this 
effort, our prayers are a mockery : we deal in 
words without thought, and wishes without 
sincerity; we solicit blessings for others on 
which we shew that we set no value for our- 
selves: we entreat that the strength of the 
Deity be exerted where we will not employ 
our own. Let no man then dare to pray that 
God's name be treated with reverence over 
all the earth, unless in his own house he set 
an example of that reverence : unless he ear- 
nestly endeavour to keep his conversation 
dear of any thing like impiety, and to lead a 
life fruitful in those works of righteousness, 
which are through Jesus Christ to the glory 
and praise of God. 
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The second petition which we make to God 
is, that " his Kingdom may come." By this 
it must be evident that we mean not his na- 
tural Kingdom, which from the beginning 
has actually come ; the Lord being the right- 
ful and undisputed Monarch over the uni- 
verse which he has created and none being 
able by the abuse of powers which he may 
possess to contest a sovereignty with him frcwn 
whom all powers are derived. But the words 
direct us to a Spiritual Kingdom not yet ar- 
rived in the extent of Scripture promise, and 
of human concernment. This Kingdom is 
the Kingdom of th^ Messiah, the spreading 
of the faith in Christ; and such meaning our 
Lord gives when he proclaims the Kingdom 
of God or Kingdom of Heaven come on earth. 
That Kingdom was begun by his preaching, 
and spread by the preaching of the Apostolic 
Missionaries through a great extent of terri- 
tory: yet still is its coming a fit subject for 
the prayers of the faithful. When we go be- 
yond our quarter of the globe, at this late day 
it is to be lamented, that nations are to be 
found, who are ignorant of its existence — peo- 
ple who resist its progress — and countries, 
which once had acknowledged it, now in the 
possession and in the faith of its adversaries : 
and in the great range of human folly we find 
among ourselves many, who are enrolled sub- 
jects of the kingdom without any other mark 
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than a bare Christian name to indicate allegi- 
ance to the Sovereign, or obedience to his su- 
premacy. " The Kingdom of God," says our 
Saviour, (the founder of that Kingdom) " is 
within you,"* and his Apostle declares that it 
consists "in righteousness and peace and joy in 
the Holy Ghost, "t How much to be desired — 
how earnestly to be prayed for — ^by any who 
wishes well to himself and well to his neigh- 
bour, is the coming of such a Kingdom, the 
reign of " peace on earth, goodwill towards 
men^ and glory, to God in the highest."! 
Faint may be the appearance of such King- 
dom at present, yet we have full assurance 
that the time shall come in which the King- 
doms of this world shall become " the King- 
doms of our Lord and of his Christ :"|| when 
the *' Heathen shall be his inheritance," and 
the distant parts of the earth, now under Ma- 
hometan delusion, shall be his possession: 
when the Jews shall be recalled to a partici- 
pation in those blessings, of which their sins 
and their unbelief had deprived them, and 
when in every country the people shall be 
righteous, " knowing their God from the least 
unto the greatest, "§ and holding the faith in 
unity of Spirit, in the bond of peace, and in 
righteousness of life. 

The third petition of the prayer is, that * 
" God's will be done in earth, as it is in Hea- 

* Luke xvii. 21. t Romans xiv. 17. J Luke ii. 14. 
II Revelations xi. 15. § Jeremiah xxxi. 34. 
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ven :'' and it is closely connected with the 
former, inasmuch as our Lord declares that he 
only '^ shall enter into the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven who doeth the will of his father which is 
in Heaven-" In a certain sense the will of 
God must always be done :" he worketh all 
things after the counsels of his own will."* 
None is capable of opposing it — all must sub- 
mit to it — the afflictions which he lays on us 
we must bear with resignation to his blessed 
will, assuring ourselves that whatever he does 
is for the best. But his will, as understood in 
this petition, regards the duty he wills us to do, 
the service he requires at our hands, and the 
obedience in various particulars which he 
commands- We desire bis assisting strength 
to enable us rightly to perform these, for we 
are corrupt in our natures and prone to trans- 
gress. Not so the angels of God \^ho hearken 
to the voice of his commands — ^the Ministers 
who do his pleasure — these are held out as 
models for our imitation, for they discern the 
good from the evil, and they " serve the Lord 
day and night in his Temple."t There is in 
their obedience, no mixture of motive, no defi- 
ciency of activity, no compromise of service. 
The degree of angelic virtue, or of angelic 
knowledge we must not hope to attain ; but 
that our obedience may bear to our abilities 
the same proportion as that of the heavenly 

* Ephesians i. 11. f Revelations vii. 15. 
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Spirits bears to theirs, this we solicit at the 
throne of grace : and we entreat that our hea- 
venly father may vouchsafe to the children 
of his adoption those divine assistances which 
may enlighten our understandings and incline 
our hearts to keep his laws. Thus indeed 
will this earth — the work of the same God — 
be made to resemble Heaven ; and man, form- 
ed a litde lower than the angefs, be prepared 
for that blessed abode, where the spirits of 
just men made perfect, join with the mi- 
nistering angels, to rejoice in the presence 
of God, and glorify his name with his holy 
Worship. 

The three petitions now explained relate 
to the honor and the service of God ; those 
which follow relate more immediately to the 
concerns of ourselves: for they are means, 
the supplying of which will the better enable 
us to perform the duties required of us in the 
former. The relief of our temporal necessi- 
ties is sought by us in the fourth petition, in 
the words, " Give us this day our daily bread." 
As God made man a being of a twofold na- 
ture, an animal body and a rational spirit, he 
has subjected him to wants and infirmities of 
various sorts : but with kindness, extensive as 
the desires of man, our Lord has promised 
that good things, of whatever sort may be 
needful, shall be dispensed to those who seek 
the Kingdom of God and his righteousness. 

J 
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There are indeed too many who look for these, 
only to second causes ; who, seeing the admi- 
rable order, in which what is called the conise 
of nature goes so regularly on, forget him 
whose wisdom ordained that course, and whose 
law supports that r^ularity. But the Chris- 
tian Scripture presents very different views 
when it tells us that '' not a sparrow falleth 
to the ground but our heavenly father know- 
eth it,"^ and that by him the hairs of our head 
are all numbered. To whom then shall we ap- 
ply for daily sustenance, but to him who gave 
us life, and made that sustenance necessary 
for its preservation ? 

Not that we are, my brethren, to imagine 
that our own efforts to acquire our daily bread 
may be suspended in the hope of a miracu- 
lous supply from Heaven to be vouchsafed to 
our prayers. God has sentenced man to la- 
bour, and an Apostle says that " if any would 
not work, neither should he eat."t But to 
make his work prosperous God's blessing is 
essential : he can blast the harvest, or he can 
bring the fruits to maturity; he can over- 
whelm the merchant's treasure in the waves, 
or land it safely on the shore ; he can shower 
down plenty, or he can frown in famine over 
the land. That his gracious countenance then 
may look with paternal kindness on the oper- 
ations of human industry ; that his bounteous 

* Matthew x. 29—30. f 2 Thessalonians iii. 10. 
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mercy may give to the fruits of the earth a 
salutary nourishment ; this we are taught to 
seek of God in the words, " Give us this day 
our daily bread." Thus we are instructed to 
live in an habitual sense of dependance on 
him, when our prayer each day professes that 
from him alone our support on that day is to 
be derived: and thus are we instructed to 
keep down the wish for luxurious superfluity, 
when the terms of our Lord's Prayer only go 
to the most simple support. The rich is thus 
humbled to acknowledge the instability of his 
possessions, and the poor is encouraged to be 
resigned and to be honest, to be industrious 
and to be devout. 

When we pray for our daily bread, the 
day's support for the body, let us not overlook 
our spiritual support, that bread which came 
down from Heaven for the nourishment and 
refreshing of our souls. That our sins stand 
not in the way of our obtaining this, is the 
object of the fifth petition, ** And forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive them that tres- 
pass against us." Born in sin by the penalty 
of our first parents, " in the sight of God shall 
no man living be justified."* Where is the 
man whose conscience will not confirm the 
testimony of the declaration that " we have 
left undone those things which we ought to 
have done, and have done those things which 

* Psalm cxliii. 2. 
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we ought not to have done, and there is no 
health in us?" What we have done amiss 
cannot be cancelled — cannot by any subse- 
quent obedience be compensated : for ever it 
must remain imputed, a balance of guilt in 
our account with our Maker at the day of 
final judgment, unless the loving mercy of our 
God shall of his free grace wipe it away. To 
him we pray that his compassion may be 
shewn to us, and that, unworthy as we may 
be, he may admit us to the promises of his 
Gospel, and deal out to us the merits of the 
Redeemer's sacrifice. When we acknowledge 
our trespasses, in the same degree does our 
prayer for forgiveness exalt the mercy of our 
God. For it is of his mercy that our iniquity 
hitherto has not been our ruin; and filled 
with gratitude for the forbearance shewn to 
ourselves, we undertake that the gratitude, 
which cannot in act extend to God, shall 
overflow towards those his creatures who re- 
quire forgiveness from us. 

Let us beware however that we do not mis- 
understand the words, " as we fcwrgive them 
that trespass against us," and consider them 
as a claim on which we assert ourselves wor- 
thy of forgiveness. Alas I we have no me- 
rits of our own to plead: our best services 
are imperfect in themselves. The obedience 
due to day cannot blot out the sin of yester- 
day, and the performance of one branch of 
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duty towards our neighbour may leave many 
other duties unperformed and the true princi- 
ples of all duty unfelt. No : we are to look 
for forgiveness to merits not our own : we are 
to be saved through grace which we have no 
claim to demand. But certainly those merits 
are extended and that grace is to be shewn 
only to those who seek to follow the example 
of him whose saving merits are a treasure laid 
lip in heaven for the salvation of sinners. Our 
Lord requires that with remission of sins in 
his name, repentance be preached amfong all 
nations :* and withholding forgiveness from 
others is so directly in contradiction to solicit- 
ing it for ourselves, that our Lo^d has not 
oidy inserted it here, but has returned upoi^ 
this and this only at the end of bis prayer more 
forcibly to impress it. We are not however 
to conceive this as superceding other christian 
duties : for it is only to a zealous eflfort at a 
steady continuance in well doing — ^to a uni- 
form practice of moral virtuje on Crospel prin- 
ciples of piety, it is only to thi^ (allowance 
being made for human infirmity) that forgive- 
ness has been promised. Here our Lord 
seems studiously to have taken occasion to 
recommend a duty towards others, sometimes 
of diffieulty, always important, by connecting 
it with the hope of advantages solicited fol- 
ourselves, and by inserting, in an office of re- 
ligious reverence to the common father of all, 

* Luke xxiv. 47. 
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the duty of doing unto others what we wish 
to be done unto us. ** While ye stand praying 
then" as he elsewhere says, " forgive :" for- 
give, as far as the interest of society will admit 
without encouraging crime by impunity, for- 
give those who have trespassed against you, 
and live in love and charity with all men. 

The sixth and last petition, which some 
have divided into two is, " Lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil." It is 
true that, as the Apostle says, " God tempt- 
eth not any man,"* in one sense of the word, 
that of inticing him to sin. But the things 
which God permits to be done, those which 
he does not interfere to prevent, are in Scrip- 
ture often considered as done by him. He 
may be said then to tempt man when he per- 
mits him to go into situations where the lusts 
of his own corrupt heart, the deceits of the 
world, or the suggestions of the evil one pre- 
sent him their temptations. That God may 
so order our course that we be not brought 
into circumstances of final and fatal peril, 
where snares may entangle us and stumbling 
blocks cause us to fall — but that he may 
strengthen us with the aids of his Spirit and 
deliver us (as the words may better be ren- 
dered) from the evil one^ from the power of the 
tenxpter, is the object of this important peti- 
tion. In the last we had sought forgiveness 

* James i. 13. 
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for our past offences, in this we pray against 
future ones. We entreat of our Heavenly 
father not to withdraw from us his prevent- 
ing grace, n,ot to give us up to vile affections, 
but to support us with his powerful protection 
against the assaults of the adversary; and 
with the right hand of his Majesty to carry ua 
through all temptations. That we must be 
tried indeed we all know : the life of man is 
aBtateof trial and our Lord would not en- 
courage in us a vain hope that the systems of 
divine wisdom should be reversed at our soli- 
cifation. St. James tells his brethren in the 
faith to " count it all joy when they fall into 
divers temptations:"* and "blessed" again he 
says, "is the man that endureth temptation, "f 
(but the temptation is here supposed to have 
been endured, to have been sustained,) for 
he shall " receive the crown of life" for his 
reward. But to meet strong incitement, vi- 
cious allurement, threatening persecution, haz- 
ardous conflict — the humble Christian feels 
how ill fitted his unassisted strength is to meet 
these and therefore entreats of his God not to 
leave him exposed to the danger : not to " suf- 
fer him to be tempted above that he is able, 
but with the temptation to make a way for him 
to escape, that he may be able to bear it."J 

But while we pray against our falling un- 
der temptation, we are to make on our part 

* James i. 2. t Janaes i. 12. f 1 Cor. x. 13. 
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our best effort to escape and to resist it. Our 
Lord has elsewhere enjoined that we "watch 
and pray that we enter not into temptatioa,"* 
and St. Paul connects also " praying with all 
supplication in the Spirit, and watching with 
all perseverance."t But above all things, sen- 
sible as in this petition we shew ourselves, of 
the dangers of temptation, we are to avoid 
any thing which by excitement or exam- 
ple may be the means of leading others into 
it; and looking with charitable forbearance 
towards such as have fallen under its dan- 
gers we are with Christian kindness to be 
still ready to relieve and to restore them. 
" My brethren," says the Apostle, " If a man 
be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiri- 
tual restore such an one in the spirit of meek- 
ness, considering thyself, lest thou also fall 
into temptation/'J 

The prayer concludes with what is called 
the Doxology — ascribing to God the praises 
ever due to his name. As our Lord on one 
occasion recited the words " for thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory for ever 
and ever," as part of the prayer, and on ano- 
ther omitted them, in our Church Service 
they sometimes form a part of the prayer, 
and at others, where the offices are not direct 
acts of thanksgiving, they do not. What they 

* Matthew xxvi. 41. f Ephesians vi. 18. 

X Galatians vi. 1. 
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pronounce is indeed implied in this and to a 
certain degree implied in every prayer ; but 
it never can be too deeply impressed or too 
plainly set forth that to God belongs *'the 
kingdom" of the universe, and to him is due 
the reverential submission of all who dwell in 
every part of it : that to God belongs ** the 
power," which controuls and corrects, which 
permits and commands, and that to him alone 
are we to look up for the continuance of what 
supports our existence and protects our ways : 
that to God belongs the "glory" of all that the 
great natural system exhibits, and all that the 
moral system hopes for. From Jiim alone we 
are to seek the happiness for which we can 
plead no merits, and the extension of that 
Christian peace on earth which our unassisted 
efforts can so feebly promote. Never be it 
blotted out then from the heart of man that 
to God is " the kingdom and the power and 
the glory :" to God whom space cannot limit, 
whom time cannot abridge, whom chance 
cannot change, whom man or matter cannot 
bow down : to hini, God before all worlds, un- 
changed when worlds shall be no more ; un- 
changeable, all-powerful, everlasting, infi- 
nite ; of whom, and to whom for ever and for 
ever are all things. Amen. Amen, 

K 
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PSALMS XCV. 2. 

Ltt us come before his presence vitk thamksgiviMg ami shew omr- 
selves glad im him with Psalms. 

We are now arrived at a second part of our 
Church Service, " setting forth the most wor- 
thy praise of God.'' And this we do by re- 
citing in alternate verses a certain portion of 
those sacred Hynms, called in your Prayer 
books the Psalms of David, of most of which 
he was indeed the inspired author. From his 
chief Penitential Psalm, are taken the words 
that make the transition to this service, for 
v^hich, unworthy as we must deem ourselves 
to give God the honor due unto his name, we 
entreat assistance from himself to direct our 
devotions. ** O Lord, open thou our hps,"* 
were words of David when with grief and fear 
and sliame he had looked upon his offences : 

* Psalm li. 15. 
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grief kad struck hita dumb — his tongue could 
• not sing of righteousness, nor could his inouth 
utter those sounds of praise in which formerly 
it had delight. But in humiliation and ac- 
cepted penitence his heart is turned to Hea- 
ten, and he supplicates of dWine grace that 
his lips may be opened and his mouth speak 
the praises of his God. Sinners, (as he had 
been a sinner) let us follow the Psalmist in 
his penitent devotion ; and aware of our con- 
tinual danger of felling under the power of 
sin, aware that with many of us " the night is 
far spent," let us entreat the Lord to ** make 
speed to save us and to make haste to give us 
help." Thus by his purifying grace we may 
hope th^t we may be enabled to offer him 
that service of praise which may be accepta- 
ble in his sight ; still bearing in liiind that 
only the righteous is called on to rejoice anrf 
praise the Lord, for praise in the mouth of a 
sinner can be but hypocrisy in the heart and a 
mockery in the lips. 

And now with our pardon as we hope 
granted and our hearts elate, we stand up, 
like the Priests and Levites among the Is- 
raelites, to praise the Lord. But first we 
register that summary of Christian praise, 
to which at the end of very Psalm and at 
many other periods in our service we espe- 
cially return, that Glory be ascribed to the 
eternal Trinity: that *'G4ory be to the Fa- 
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ther and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost : 
as it was in the beginning" of the world, when 
" the morning stars sang together and all the 
sons of God shouted for joy :"* as it "is now" 
in celebration by all the Saints on Earth, and 
by all. the Host of the Lord in Heaven ; and as 
hereafter through the succession of pious wpr^ 
shippers it " ever shall be" solemnized, in this 
world arid in the next through endless existence 
'*by the Spirits of just men made perfect"! and 
the angels who rejoice to do God's pleasure. 
Making this the groundwork of their adora- 
tion, the Minister exhorts his people to begin 
their work. His words " praise ye the Lord" 
are the literal meaning of the word Hallelujah 
so often used in Scripture ; and after the peo- 
ple have expressed their ready assent to the 
devout office, by answering ** the Lord's name 
be praised," they piweed to recite. Minister 
and people alternately, first the ninety fifth 
Psalm, and then the regular — or on some oc- 
casions the specially appointed Psalms of the 
day. 

The rubrick particularly orders that rising 
from the posture of supplicants all stand to 
perform those offices of pious praise in which 
all are equally engaged. If the Psalms were 
originally intended to be sung entirely by the 
Congregation, there can be no reasonable ob- 
jection to the people taking a part in an alter- 

* Job xxxviii. 7. t Hebrews xii. 23. 



% 



S«RBtOK V.J Q^ THE PSALMS. 77 

nate recitation. They have a deep concern 
in all the offices, and, wherever it can be done 
without confusion, they should l>e allowed 
to express with their lips what it is to be 
hoped their hearts feel with devQut affection. 
The Jewish Churcji practised the alternate 
mode of reciting their public Hymns of pray- 
er and praise, and we know that in th^ early 
ages of Christianity the example wa» follow- 
ed in the Assemblies of Christians. It is a 
remarkable fact that in the Syrian Church, 
discovered by a late piojiis and laborious Di- 
vine, "^^ whose researches in the East were 
blessed in many useful consequences to the 
faith in Christ, the people were in tjie Ser- 
mon called on by the Preacher in questions 
at times from the Pulpit, and they gave ajoud 
in answer the quotation which was apposite 
and which he expected* from them. In the 
alternate recitation the office of the Minister 
is kept sufficiently distinct by his presiding 
and leading ; and the people's part being left 
on them without him is a mode well calculated 
to prevent the wandering of their thoughts — 
the sole danger which in any degree lies 
against pre-composed forms of worship, but 
to which, if men's minds are not duly prepar- 
ed, in our depraved state the service of God, 
whether set down in printed words or other- 
wise, is perhaps equally subject. 

* The Rev. Dr. Buchannan. 
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The ninety-fifth Psahn of David, ** O come 
let us sing unto the Lord," is used by us, as 
it was by the early Church of Christ, for a 
daily invitation to join in this part of the ser- 
vice. It has been called the invitatory Psalm 
and is a general introduction to the subse- 
quent services. In the first five verses it in- 
vites us to praise God, in the next two to wor- 
ship him, giving the reasons for each of those 
offices, and some intimation of the mode of 
performing them. In the latter part it ex^ 
horts us to hear his word without delaying' 
the service or hardening our hearts against 
the impression : and it sets before us the ex- 
ample of the Jews in the Wilderness, whose 
obstinate mistrust of God's word drew dowtt 
on them the severity of his punishment. Every 
where the Psalm is filled with topics of di- 
vine praise, and incitements to holy worship — 
of praise suited to the magnificence of the 
Deity — of worship befitting the dependant 
state of man. With our bodies and with our 
minds we are to worship him : we are " to bow 
down" — " to kneel before the Lord our Ma- 
ker," and ** to rejoice with our hearts in the 
strength of our salvation." With fervour and' 
with love we are to perform the glad office, 
exhorting one another to come before his pre- 
sence with thanksgiving for his unnumbered' 
blessings, and with praises of his excellent 
greatness. " For the Lord our God is a great 
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God and a great King above all Gods," 
Above those senseless idols, the stupid objects 
of Heathen Worship — above those proud Mon- 
archs who force their enslaved and degraded 
subjects to pay them divine honors — and above 
the Prince of this world, Satan, who has set 
his throne in the heart of the sinner — the enir 
pire of the Lord is coeval with time and co- 
extended with the universe. The sea is his : 
the dry land is prepared by his hands : his 
enemies can find no retirement in which they 
can escape his discerning, no fastness in which 
to stand out slgainst his wrath : for " the cor- 
ners of the earth are his and the strength of 
the hills is his also." 

But to us, my brethren, '*he is the Lord 
our God:" the creator to whom we owe our 
existence with all its comforts, the power 
•by whom alone we can be saved : and " we 
are the people of his pasture and the sheep of 
his hand :" our bodies are supported by the 
daily bread which he grants to our prayers, 
and our souls nourished by the grace which 
he vouchsafes to our faith. Pathetically then 
does the Psalmist turn to us in the words, 
'' To day, if ye will hear his voice, harden not 
your hearts." To day — this present — and 
every day — for however the Psalm might 
among the Jews have been applied to the 
Sjervice of some one day in the year or in the 
week, the Apostle gives it a daily use by his 
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word.^ in the Epistle to tlie Hebrews, " Ex- 
hort one another daily, while it is called to 
day, lest any of you be hardened through the 
deceitfulness of sin." And forcibly in the 
letter part of the Psalm is the example of the 
mistrustful and obstinate Jews impressed on 
ns against the deceitfulness of sin and the 
hardness of unbelief. For the Jews in the 
wilderness "tempted and proved the Lord, 
their God:" they doubted his promises — they 
put his goodness and his truth to trials which 
should have been known to have been unne- 
cessary ; the Lord saw that their hearts, ra- 
ther than their understandings were in error, 
and that whole generation was excluded from 
the land of the promised rest. The Lord him- 
self declares his wrath against them and with 
an oath denounces their punishment. And be 
assured, my beloved brethren, that a similar 
exclusion from the heavenly Canaan, from 
the eternal rest which remaineth for the peo- 
ple of God in heaven, shall be the fate of those 
who harden their hearts against the voice of 
Christ and shew by their acts a mistrust of 
the promises of his Gospel. For " to whom," 
says the Apostle, *' did God swear that they 
should not enter into his rest, but to them 
that believed not?"* Let us then holdfast, 
" as he exhorts," the confidence and the re- 
joicing of the hope firm unto the end;"t and 

* Heb. iii. la. t Heb. iii. 6. 
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let US be warned against " the evil heart of 
unbelief in departing from the living God." 

After this affecting and appropriate intro- ' 
duction> we enter on the office of praising 
God's holy name by reciting alternately with 
the people, the portion for the day of the 
Psalms of David. From the book of Chro- 
nicles we find that these were forms of wor- 
ship used in the Temple Service sung in alter- 
nation with musical accompaniments. David 
had, as we read, " two hundred and eighty- 
eight persons instructed in the Songs of the 
•Lord for the service of God," " with cymbals, 
psalteries, and harps."* After the return from 
the Captivity we learn from Ezra that " they 
sang together by course in praising and giv- 
ing thanks unto the Lord."t Of the singing 
thus by courses or alternations we have so 
early an example as in the book of Exodus, 
where Miriam and the women with timbrels 
answered Moses and the Children of Israel in 
singing the Song composed on the destruction 
of Pharaoh's host in the Red Sea.J Many 
Hebrew words remaining 'in your Bibles, at 
the end of some verses and at the beginning 
of some Psalms are supposed to .be direc- 
tions for musical accompaniments. That the 
Psalms were adopted from the Jewish temple 
into the Christian Worship, we have from St. 
Paul and from St. James texts which fully 

* 1 Chronicles xxv. 6 — 7. f Ezra iii. 11. 

X Exodus XV. 28. 
1. 
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prove. " Be filled," says St. Paul to the con- 
verts at Ephesus, " with the Spirit, ^>eaking 
to yourselves in Psalms and Hymns and Spi- 
ritual Songs, singing and making melody in 
your hearts unto the Lord."* " Is any among 
you afflicted?" says St. James, " let him pray. 
Is any merry? Let him sing Psalm8."t Thus 
were they recommended for the religious con- 
solation and the devout offices of the Apos- 
tolic ages, and some of the Fathers tell that 
in the early periods of the Church the mean- 
est Christians learned them from their fre- 
quent recital in the Church, so as to be able 
to rehearse them at their ordinary work. 
They are a storehouse of devotion, to the pre- 
sent day used in the Jewish Synagogues to 
express their expecting the Messiah, to whose 
coming they admit that many of them refer : 
to us who believe these references to have 
been answered in Christ Jesus, they mark the 
connection of the two dispensations, and give 
importance to what was partial by incorpora- 
ting it with what was universal. The God of 
Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, whose law 
Moses declared to his peculiar people, and 
whose praises David celebrated, is equally 
the God of the faithful followers of his Son, 
glorified equally by those very Psalms of 
David adopted into the Christian Worship by 
the inspired Apostles. At the distance of 
nearly three thousand years from the days of 

* Ephesians v. 18 — 19. t James v, 13. . 
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their principal composer, and at the distance 
of eighteen centuries from the appearance of 
him on earth whom they point out, the com- 
pilers of our Liturgy, respecting the authority 
which introduced and established their de- 
vout usage, have appointed that they shall be 
read through once in each month, while the 
other parts of the Old Testament are used but 
once in the year. The Psalter they divided 
into sixty portions, one for each morning and 
one for each evening in the month: using 
however as you must have perceived, a trans-^ 
lation different from that in your Bibles, a 
tratidation, which though an older one, they 
preferred as being more free from Hebrew 
idioms and construction. 

The book of Psalms embodies in a devo- 
tional service a view of the early dispensations 
of Providence, and a summary of the history 
and deliverances of God's chosen people — 
the sufferings and the victories of David, one 
of the principal of their Kings — the prophetic 
captivity and restoration of the nation — ^the 
judgments on its wickedness and the triumphs 
of its righteousness. These are held up to us, 
not in a formal historical narrative, but clad 
in the glowing colours of poetic imagery, ex- 
pressing to us the emotions of an ardent and 
devout mind at the vivid idea of the enter-, 
prise which it celebrates^ or the threat un- 
der which it trembles. In the language of 

l2 
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this divine book therefore, the praises of the 
Church, of all believers in the revealed word 
of God, have from a very remote period been 
offered up. The inspired penmen of the New 
Testament have directly quoted more than 
fifty of the Psalms : not professing to enume- 
rate all that they might have quoted, but 
merely quoting such as the course of their ar- 
guments brought before them. St. Matthew 
introducing one of them with the words, " that 
it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the 
prophets"* ascribes prophetic dignity to the 
author. Our Lord himself makes their au- 
thority equal to that of the law and of the 
prophets, when he says that " all things must 
be fulfilled which were written in the law of 
Moses and in the Prophets and in the Psalms 
concerning him."f But he has done more: 
where can we find an attestation of any book 
that can be compared with what he has given 
to this ? On the Cross the Son of God utter- 
ed from it those most afiecting words " my 
God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me. "J 
The Lord of Life took from the Psalms of 
David the words with which his blessed life 
was closed. ■* Father, into thy hands I com- 
mend my Spirit."|| Can the voice of Seraphs 
add to the power of this eulogium? That 
book, my brethren of the Church of England, 

* Mat. xiii. 35. t Luke xxiv. 44. J Mat. xxvii. 46. 

II Luke xxiii. 46. 
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is in your hands — that treasure of sacred 
truths — treasure of value inestimable — is not 
hid from your view : wilt thou not, as says the 
wise man to each of you, ** incline thine ^ar 
unto wisdom and apply thine heart to under- 
standing ?"* Wilt thou not seek to turn the 
word of divine wisdom to its best service, and 
make it available to your salvation ? 

That you may so understand and prize this 
and the other older Scriptures, you are to put 
yourselves under the guidance of those who 
were of all interpreters the most capable ; God 
has himself given us comments on these which 
cannot be disputed, even the words of his Son 
and the quotations of the Apostles. By these 
we find that many passages in the Psalms, 
which in their literal sense relate to David and 
the Jewish Church, do in a secondary sense 
belong to the Messiah and to Christianity. 
The Jews themselves understood David their 
prince to have been a type of that Saviour, 
whom their Prophets announced as to have 
descent from him, and to sit on the throne of 
David. Some of them even call him by the 
name of David the King, f and his Psalms are 
transferred into prayers in the Jewish Church 
for the coming of their Messiah. Indeed the 
events of the life of David would after the resr- 
toration from the captivity have had little 
interest to connect them with the Jewish der 

* Proverbs ii. 2. t Jer. xxx. 9. Ezraxxxiv. 23. 
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tretUMis except in their relation to the Messiah. 
And under the same relation these Jewish 
services are accommodated to Christian Wor- 
ship and are useful offices of devotion f<^ a 
Christian Church: for we are not so much 
concerned for the Law as^ for the Gospei 
wkich it foreshews : not for the burnt offer- 
ing, as for the sacrifice of Christ which it prcr 
figured. And when with David and the other 
pious authors of the Psahns we pray for vic-r 
toriea over Edom and over Moab, or rejoice at 
deliverances from Babylon and Rahab, we 
Are instructed to look to spiritual enemies and 
spiritual victories,, to the triumph of Christ'^s 
Church over its adversaries, to the ascen-* 
dancy of the true faith and the extended pro- 
pagation of the Gospel. 

In such secondary and spiritual meaning we 
are supported by actual quotations so applied 
in the New Testament and are thus furnished 
with a safe mode of carrying them farther* 
For when one verse of a Psalm is quoted there 
as spoken by David in the person and charac- 
ter of Messiah, if on looking into that Psalm we 
find nothing to indicate any change of person 
throughout, we naturally consider the Mes- 
siah as the speaker through the whole, though 
the Apostle may have quoted only the part 
for which he had occasion. And if the Mes- 
siah be the speaker in that one Psalm, are 
we not warranted in considering him the 
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speaker in any other Psalm where the same 
soene is represented and similar expressions 
used? Thus is the shadow referred to the 
substance, and the Jewish Hymns becon^ a 
Christian Psalter. And no where in prophe- 
tic Scripture is the detail of our Lord's suffer- 
ings more minute, no where are more just cha- 
racters of himself and his religion drawn, tham 
by the pious Psalmist, who has taken an af- 
fectionate — one might almost say a sort of fa- 
mily interest in him, who was to be in the fiesh 
his descendant. Wherever then in the Psalms 
an extent or duration of kingdom is spoken ^f 
fer beyond what David's kingdom ever had — 
where personal suflFerings are intimated such 
as David's history does not permit us to say 
he ever endured — we naturally look beyond 
David : and we look then to him whose king- 
dom was without end and whose suflFerings were 
beyond all parallel- And in the very first 
public address of the Apostles to the people, in 
the second chapter of the book of Acts, we 
have a passage in the sixteenth Psalm trans- 
ferred by them to our Lord, on the shewing 
that it could not apply to David. The second 
Psalm they elsewhere apply to^ express the 
transports of joy which they felt, on being 
counted worthy to suflfer in the cause of the 
Lord :* and the 116th and 118th supplied ta 
the Primitive Christians words in which they 

* Acts iv. 25. 
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praised God for their deliverance from perse- 
cution, and for their success in the establish- 
ment of the Gospel. Our Church follows up 
their example in appointing for days of espe*- 
cial remembrance Psalms suited to the parti- 
cular occasion, and thus instructs the faithful 
in the mode of spiritually interpreting them. 
They transfer their ideas accordingly from 
the complaints or exultation of David and 
Israel to those of a suffering or conquering 
Messiah ; and they express their participation 
in words which are memorials of former mer* 
cies, and acknowledgments of prophecies ac- 
complished; which mark the connection of 
the new Dispensation with the old, and teach 
us to adore the wisdom and goodness of God 
displayed in both. 

It must be acknowledged that there is in 
some of the Psalms considerable obscurity, 
arising partly from the double sense in which 
it appears they are to be received, and also from 
a cause which aflfects in a certain degree other 
parts of the older Scripture. They are writ- 
ten in what is now a dead language — not spo- 
ken even by those to whom the historical mat- 
ter appertains — in which there is not a single 
book extant except the Bible itself. The 
Psalms are poetical compositions in this lan- 
guage, of what is called the Lyric class, a class 
admitting the boldest imagery and the nK>st 
rapid transitions. The precise forms of He- 




Sermon V.] ON THE PSALMS. 89 

brew poetry are very imperfectly known, but 
that many of the Psalms are composed in a set 
forin is evident from this, that they have their 
several verses in succession beginning with 
the several Hebrew letters each in the order of 
the Alpha^bet. Such a structure could not 
have been in so many instances accidental. 
One circumstance of studied arrangement 
etery person may have perceived, the break 
of each verse into two parts. If these parts 
are examined, the second will always be found 
to have a close correspondence of meaning 
with the former ; bringing always some addi- 
tional strength to confirm, to extend, or to il- 
lustrate what the former had asserted, and 
this in a similarity or parallelism of its con- 
struction. This seems an essential — the only 
one we know of Hebrew poetry. Poetical 
coriipositions in the languages of the East 
must be expected to be more highly figura- 
tive than with us : from one person or one 
subject spoken of they pass to another, with- 
out those words which in ordinary language 
would be inserted to mark the transition. Lo- 
cal allusions to climate, habit, or country, are 
more frequent in the Psalms than in other 
Scriptures : but being read much oftener in 
the Church, and many of them being on sub- 
jects familiar to general apprehension and 
coming home to the feelings of all, these occa- 
eions of obscurity are not found to furiiish dif- 

M 
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ticulty sufficient to warrant a thought of their 
removal from their place in the public service 
of the Church. An instance may shew this. 
In the 95th Psalm, which in this discourse 
has been largely commented on, the words 
with which it begins, '* O come let us sing unto 
the Lord," are by every person at once percei- 
ved to be an address or exhortation of the Mi- 
nister to the people ; but as evidently he will 
perceive that the words in the latter part 
" when your fathers tempted me, proved me 
and saw my works, then was I grieved with 
this generation" must be words spoken by the 
Lord. Here is a transition then recognised, 
marked out by the context as plainly as if by 
express words it had been announced. 

If there is danger that fanciful men may 
carry too far a spiritualized interpretation of 
the Psalms — may run to allegories too remote, 
and to sense involved in mystery, it is of the 
highest importance to know, that in the plain 
and literal meaning as a devotional tract, the 
book is of the very highest value. David, the 
chief of its inspired authors was raised from 
humble life to a situation of the most exalted 
rank : the hand of Providence brought up the 
shepherd's boy and placed him on the throne 
of Israel. His reign was often disturbed by 
rebellion and conspiracy ; his own acts sunk 
him at times in remorse and depression. Eve- 
ry variety therefore of religious expression. 
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from the exultation of victorious favor to what 
was suited to the abyss of penitent humilia- 
tion, is to be found in the Psalms ; and every 
character of man in the checquered map of 
human life finds in them a spiritual consola- 
tion or an awful warning. Let the righteous 
open this book, he is instructed, confirmed, 
rewarded : let the sinner who repents (for the 
impenitent has no portion here) he is pitied, 
he is pardoned, he is comforted. In no part 
of the Old Scriptures is this life described 
more justly, or the next life more clearly 
brought to our view. Kings might be taught 
here to judge the people according unto right, 
and those who are in trouble learn who will 
deliver them out of the prison house. The 
book opens with blessings on the man who 
hath not walked in the counsel of the un- 
godly, and it closes with a call on every thing 
that hath breath to praise the Lord, 

Against the moral instruction conveyed by 
the book of Psalms, it has been objected that 
the bitter imprecations which David utters 
against his enemies are composed in a spirit 
very different from the meekness of Christian 
charity. The same might be objected against 
sentiments uttered even by highly favoured 
personages throughout the Old Testament; 
for to love your enemies — to pray for those who 
despitefuUy use you and persecute you — were 
precepts which the meek founder of our Re- 

M 2 
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ligion introduced in opposition to the practice 
of the world before him. Those who know 

• 

the original language of the Old Scripture 
take away the strength of the objection by 
changing the imperative form of the impre- 
cations into a future : and this the language 
will equally admit, thus giving them in the 
form of a prophetic threat, and not as a vinr 
dictive wish for vengeance. Instead of *' Let 
his posterity be cut off," " Let their habita- 
tion be desolate," tl^e passages might equally 
have been rendered, " His posterity shall be 
cut off," " His habitation shall be desolate.'* 
It is acknowledged that the Apostles follow- 
ing the Gr^ek version used the imprecatory 
form, but when it is considered that David 
(of whose mildness towards his personal ene- 
niies we have several instances on record) was 
a Minister in the hands of the Almighty to 
execute his will— when it is considered; that 
those who opposed him opposed also the coun- 
sels of Providence — David must be looked 
on as directed by the Spirit to pronounce the 
general denunciations of the Lord against sinr 
ners, represented by the transgressor then 
specially under view. Some of them are cer- 
tainly spoken in the persoiji of the Church 
against the obstinate and impenitent sinner, 
its bitterest foe. That he should be convei^t- 
e4 a^Did live would be the first wish of the 
Cl>risti9.n ; but if he will not repent, we j0^i;i,d 
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in the hook of Revelations that even the An- 
gels of Heaven give thanks for the execution 
of God's true and righteous judgments, and 
the destroying of them that destroy the earth-* 
With the words in which two zealous ad- 
vocates of the Christian cause have eulogized 
this part of the Scriptures I shall conclude 
this discourse. "What is there necessary," 
says the judicious Hooker, '' which the Psalms 
*' are not able to teach ? They are to be- 
** ginners an easy and familiar introduction, a 
** mighty augmentation of all virtue and know- 
" ledge in such as are entered before, a strong 
" confirmation to the most perfect among 
** others. Heroical magnanimity, exquisite 
** justice, grave moderation, exact wisdom, re- 
" pentance unfeigned, unwearied patience, the 
** mysteries of God, the sufferingis of Christ, the 
" terrors of wrath, the comforts of grace, the 
** works of Providence over this world, and the 
** promised joys of that world which is to come, 
**all good necessarily to be either known, 
" or done, or had, this one celestial fountain 
** yieldeth. Let there be any grief or disease 
"incident to the soul of man, any wound or 
" sickness named, for which there is not in 
"this treasure house, a present comfortable 
•* remedy at all times ready to be found."t 
"The invaluable Psalms of David," says the 

* Revelations xviii. 20, &c. 
t Hooker's Ecclesiastical Polity, Book V. Section 37. 
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pious Bishop Home, ** convey those comforts 
" to others which they afford to himself. Com- 
" posed upon particular occasions, yet design- 
" ed for general use, delivered out as services 
" for the Israelites under the law, yet no less 
" adapted to the circumstances of Christians 
** under the Gospel, they present religion to 
** us in the most engaging dress : communicat- 
** ing truths which Philosophy could never in- 
" vestigate, in a style which Poetry can never 
" equals while History is made the vehicle of 
" Prophecy, and Creation lends all its charms 
" to paint the glories of Redemption."* 

* Preface to Bishop Home's Commentary on the Psalms.. 
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ISAIAH XXXIV. 16. 
Seek ye out of the book of the Lord and read. 

We are now arrived at a different part of 
the Church Service, the hearing of God's 
Holy Word from the book of his own indit- 
ing. From this book the Psalms also have 
been taken : but these have been recited to 
set forth his most worthy praise ; and if you 
have with fervent zeal joined in the work of 
giving thanks and glory to God, you may 
well be expected to be attentive hearers to 
the Lessons, which declare to you his mighty 
acts and his excellent greatness. These Les- 
sons have been selected from your Bible as 
chapters most highly conducive to your spi- 
ritual improvement, and most clearly laying 
before you the systems of the divine wisdom 
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evinced in the different religious dispensa- 
tions which have been in succession mani- 
fested in the world. They have been select- 
ed as Lessons by which you are to be taught 
the knowledge that may make you wise unto 
salvation : they are the key, which through 
God's grace opens the way that leads to eter- 
nal happiness. 

It has been my intention to explain to you 
in these discourses the Church service as per- 
formed on the morning of the Sabbath day ; 
nor as yet has there occured any difference 
between that and the evening Sunday's ser- 
vice, excepting only the omission in the latter 
of the invitatory Psalm, *' O come let us sing 
unto the Lord." which in a day to be given 
wholly to religious uses need be used but 
once. The Sunday's service as yet has not 
differed from the service of the day : a diffe- 
rence however is made in the Lessons. Yotir 
prayer book shews you a series of daily 
Lessons, by which it may be said that the 
whole Bible is divided into short portions, to 
be read profitably by individuals in private, 
and, where a sufficiently populous neighbour- 
hood may be expected to secure a numerous 
congregation, daily to be read publicly in the 
Church. In this we follow the example of 
the Jewish Church, which divided the books 
of Moses into as many portions as there were 
weeks, by which arrangement on the Sabbath 



SsaitON VIJ ON THE LESSONS^ 97 

days the whole was read through in each 
year. St. James refers to this usage as con- 
tinuing to his time when he says that " Moses 
was read in the Synagogues every Sabbath 
day."* St. Paul says the same of the Pro- 
phets. And one of the earliest of the Chrisr 
tian Apologists (Justin Martyr) says " it was 
a custom in his time to read Lessons out of 
the Prophets and Apostles in the Assembly 
of the faithful." The custom has been conr 
tinned to our day, through the different ages 
of the Church. Portions of the Scripture ar^ 
xead out, and from the Bible itself: for what 
people in possession of a book containing di- 
rect revelations from God would content them- 
selves with abstracts and compendiums of it 
drawn up by other persons, and not read such 
portions as time would permit from the book 
itself, whenever they should assemble to wor^ 
Bhip its Author ? 

The Bible, emphatically, "..the book," as 
the word denotes, consists as you all know of 
two parts — the Old and the New Testament^ 
or Covenant. From each of these one of our 
Lessons is taken: one relating to the Jewr 
ish Dispensation, the other to the Christian. 
JBach consists of a variety of writings, by se^ 
veral different authors, in various modes of 
composition and diversities of style ; but ali 
written under the inspiration of him to whog^ 

* ActB XV. 21. 

.... . , . . .... .... 
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attributes error is a contradiction and an im- 
possibility. From the failures of human in- 
firmity as to the truth or falsehood of the mat- 
ter which their works contain, the sacred wri- 
ters must therefore be free. But we inay 
assign to them a higher degree of inspiration : 
we must believe not only that what they say 
is the truth, but that of all truths what was 
most itnportant was suggested to them. This 
they declare themselves, and the general ne- 
cessity of the case supports it. Thus Moses 
says * • And the Lord said unto Moses, writ^ 
thou these wbrds, for after the tenor of these 
words I have made a Covenant with thee anSd 
with Israel : and he was there with the Lord 
forty days and forty nights : he did neithei' 
eat bread nor drink water and he wrote upoh 
the tables the words of the Covenant, the Ten 
Commandments."* The Prophet Jeremiah 
says that the Lord said unto him " Take thee 
a roll of a book and write therein all the words 
that I have spoken unto thee against Israel 
and against Judah and against all the nations 
from the day I spake unto thee, from the days 
of Josiah, even unto this day."t In theOospel 
we have our Lord's declaration and promise 
to the Apostles, that "the Holy Ghost should 
teach them all things and bring all things to 
their remembrance, and guide them into all 
truth. "J The Apostles announce according!;^ 

* Exoduaxxxiy. 27. t Jw. xxxn. 2. J John xiv. 26. 
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that the Spirit gave them utterance, and St. 
Paul, (who was not of the twelve) says " we 
speak of the things given us of God, not in 
the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but 
which the Holy Ghost teacheth."* Indeed 
the general necessity of the case must make 
evident the high degree of inspiration vouch- 
safed to the Scriptural writers : for if God 
meant by them to convey the knowledge of 
his works and his wonders, of himself and his 
dispensations, he would not have left it to hu- 
ipan blindness to develope, and to hunian in- 
capacity to collect it. Much of the matter 
chosen and many of the words actually used 
mu^t have come from himself. No doubt 
when no extraordinary ability was required, 
no preternatural assistance was given: the 
facts which might have come within his own 
knowledge the Historian might relate in his 
own words: the Psalmist might praise God 
sifter his own genius : the wise man after his 
own manner coUept into Aphorisms the trea- 
ay^es of his experience. Nor is it to be con- 
tended that the Legislator of the Jews should 
speak to the people in the language of a phi- 
losophy not understood in his day, or that the 
writer of Epistles to convey general instruc- 
tion should be considered as acting under a 
divine infljuence, when he inserts in them do*- 
mystic directions as to his own private con- 

* 1 Corinthi&ns ii. 13, 
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cerns. All that we may rest assured of is, 
that the inspired penmen were fully guarded 
rigainst misleading those whom they were ap- 
pointed to instruct, and that nothing necessary 
for God's purposes or profitable for man's sal- 
vation was suffered to be withheld, through 
the insufficiency of the instrument employed, 
or the messenger commissioned. 

Many of the writers of the Old Testament 
were indeed men of exalted rank, of great ta- 
lents, and of peculiar education : but consi- 
der how numerous these writers are — ^through 
what a series of years scattered — how various 
their modes of writing— how different their 
objects, their characters, their histories, their 
habits — and then say whether any thing but 
Divine suggestion and Divine superintendence 
could produce a harmony in the system which 
from all of them we are to coUect. Here are 
laws and hymns and histories and allegories 
and prophecies and proverbs : here are works 
written with various views, under different 
stages of human society, by men, the predo- 
minant faculties of whose minds and the na- 
tural sources of whose information were va- 
rious ; and these works not only do not con- 
tradict each other, but by supplying mutual 
deficiencies, they lay before us the only con- 
^stent scheme of God's moral government 
ever furnished to the world. The writers of^ 
the New Testament were almost all men of 
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inferior rank in life, and of no improvement 
by education : for such men it would have 
been impossible to speak as they did, but for 
the Spirit of the Father which spake in them. 
It was the Holy Spirit which brought to their 
remembrance the detailed conversations with 
their Lord in his life time, many of which at 
their first hearing they did not comprehend ; 
in the same manner as the Prophets of old 
delivered at times communications of which 
they understood not in the full bearing, the 
accomplishment not taking place for centuries 
perhaps after the delivery of the prophecy. 
It was the Spirit which guided the Evange- 
lists and Apostles into all truth : that truth, 
while it dwelt among them they did not know, 
in like manner as the rulers of Israel knew 
not that their law was but a type and their 
histories figurative of him. The records of 
the Apostles in their simplicity and candour 
exhibit all the genuine marks of veracity. 
They are consistent with each other without 
the least appearance of confederation : jointly 
they attest the miracles, the actions, and the 
sufferings of Christ, they furnish what shews 
in, him the completion of prophecy and the 
fulfilling of the law. They expound the doc- 
trine of man's redemption, they give the clear^ 
est view of God's system of mercy. Incapa- 
ble themselves of methodising the narratives, 
of unfolding doctrines which were to take the 
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place of the religious opinions of the whole 
world, and of establishing ibnndations for ar- 
guments to conyince and to convert all na- 
tions, of furnishing ample materials to ex- 
plain difficulties and to refute objections, who 
will deny to the Apostles the fullest aids of 
the Spirit oa an occasion, where a want oi 
such assistance must have left them guidea 
without sights and teachers without under- 
standing ? 

Freely as they received, freely they gave : 
and the heavenly treasure given by them our 
Church opens to you my brethren in words 
which all understand. As the Salvation of 
each is to be wrought out by himself, resting on 
the merits of Christ and performing the condi- 
tions required by him, he should be apprized 
of the conditions not by any comment but by 
the book itself ; he should drink of the waters 
of life at the fountain-head ; he should take oi^ 
the bread from Heaven, direct from the hands 
of him who came down from Heaven to give 
it. Our Church therefore has so ordered, that 
the Bible be in each year read in the public 
service, by portions allotted to each day, one 

from the Old Testament, the other from the 

• 

New. The Old Testament is gone through 
from the beginning of the year in the order 
with one exception, in which the books are 
placed ; the Prophecies of Isaiah, who most 
dirtinctly delineated the character of the Mes- 
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isiah and dwelt on the glories of his kingdtmi 
are reserved to be read, near that season at 
which the Church celebrates his coming in the 
J9esh. The book of Chronicles containing 
matter related before, and some chapters con-^ 
taining merely tables of names and genealo- 
gies are omitted, as are some other chapters 
or books of a mystical or allegorical nature 
which would have been little edifying without 
comment to a general congregation. The 
place of these is filled up by some Lessons 
read from what are called, the Apocryphal 
Scriptures ; to which a place is assigned in 
your Bibles, though they be not considered as 
divinely inspired, and are therefore not to be 
resorted to as oracles of faith to establish doc-» 
trines or to settle controversies. Chapters 
from these are read merely '* for example of 
life and instruction of manners,"* having iii 
the first ages of Christianity been quoted with 
much respect. They were certainly written 
by persons who from an intimate acquain- 
tance with the sacred treasure caught much 
of its spirit, and they furnished many splen- 
did images of pious affection, and many bril- 
liant passages of Inoral description. The New 
Testament is gone through at daily service 
three times in each year ; the Gospels and 
Acts at mortiing and the Epistles at evening 
semce. The book of Revelations, as tod ob-» 

« Six& AJiiGle of the Ciitutl of Eliglandw 
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scure for public recital is omitted, and left for 
private study as each may have ability and 
assistance to comprehend it. 

The matter of the New Testament being all 
of very high importance, the second lesson of 
the day of the month, with a very few ex- 
ceptions, is read as the Sunday Lesson : but 
the matter of the Old Testament being much 
diversified a particular selection became ne- 
cessary of first Lessons for the Sunday Ser-^ 
vice. And chapters have been selected of 
which, while each was complete in itself, 
the whole should give a general view of 
the dispensations of God's Providence which 
preceded the Christian, and thus prepare the 
attentive hearer to understand the proofs and 
be grateful for the blessings of the Religion 
which he professes. Eighteen of these are 
taken from the Pentateuch, beginning with 
the first chapter of Genesis. This is read on 
Septuagesima Sunday, seventy days before 
the great Christian festival of the Resurrectioa 
of our Lord, that Sunday being the beginning 
of the preparation for the period which has 
been specially appointed for a season of peni* 
tence by the Church, and therefore a fit sea- 
son in which we begin to read the History of 
the fall of man and the corruption of his na- 
ture. The Lessons for the next thirteen Sun- 
days are taken from the Historical parts of 
the Old Testannent ; and these are followed 
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by twenty from the Prophetical Scriptures, 
eight from the other Prophets and twelve af- 
ter from Isaiah, which last we begin to read 
on the first Sunday in Advent. .To reserve 
this place for the Evangelical Prophet, a few 
chapters are read in the interval from the Pro- 
verbs of Solomon. These last being the ad- 
monitions of the Prince so famed for his wis- 
dom, exciting man's moral feelings and urging 
him to virtue often by arguments from this 
world's policy, are familiar to the minds of 
men, and without any explanation sufficiently 
intelligible to all. On each of the other classes 
of Lessons I think it incumbent on me to say 
a few words. 

. The eighteen Lessons from the five books 
of Moses comprise among others the follow- 
ing subjects. The Creation : the temptation 
and fall of man: the deluge and Covenant 
with Noah ; vengeance inflicted on the wick- 
ed cities of Sodom and Gomorrah : the trans- 
mission of the promised blessing to Jacob 
against the title of Esau : the History of Jo- 
seph : God's Commission to Moses to deliver 
the Israelites from bondage in Egypt: the 
plagues with which Pharaoh and his subjects 
were visited : the smiting the Egyptians and 
the institution of the Passover : the Rebellion 
of Korah and its miraculous punishment : the 
reluctant blessing on the Israelites, pronounced 
by Balaam the Enchanter : sundry expostu- 

o 
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lations of the Lord with his people, reciting' 
his mercies, requiring their obedience, de- 
nouncing idolatry, and commanding his true 
service : the ordinance of the Jewish feast of 
weeks in commemoration of the law given 
from Mount Sinai. " All Scripture is pro- 
fitable for doctrine, for reproof, for coirection, 
for instruction in righteousness,"* though to 
a public congregation some parts may be more 
edifying, others less so. The bare review of 
the subjects of these Lessons shews you the 
reason of the selection. They are among the 
chapters to which in the New Testament fre- 
quent reference is made : they contain what 
may be necessary for Christians in general to 
know of the Patriarchal state and of the Jew- 
ish dispensation. They record many special 
interpositions, to punish the wicked and give 
blessing to those who keep God's Command- 
ments. They lay before you those institu- 
tions of the Jews, which were the types of the 
Christian festivals, and the promise of the 
Messiah miraculously carried forward through 
successive generations. Thus they furnish 
the means by which the proofs of the Religion 
of Christ may best be understood, and motives 
to stimulate you in your search after that Sal- 
vation for many ages dimly seen ; the pros- 
pect of which alone was the Comfort of the 

* 2 Timothy iii. 16. . 
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Patriarchs, and the shadow of which was the 
law of a mighty nation. 

From the accounts of God's governance of 
that nation recorded at full length in the His- 
torical Scriptures, are selected the following 
for thirteen Sunday Lessons. — Vengeance. by 
Joshufa on the idolatrous Kings of Canaan, 
with the miracle of the Sun's standing still to 
lengthen his victory. The Israelites released 
from captivity to the Canaanites, and Sisera 
captain of the Host slain by the hands of a wo- 
man. The birth of Samuel the Prophet, and 
thanksgiving of Hannah. The Jews after the 
manner of the Heathen nations seek a king, 
though the Lord their God was their king, 
^nd are rebuked by Samuel. Saul, the king 
given them, is rejected of the Lord, because . 
he violated command when sent against the 
Amalekites, by falling upon the spoil. The 
well known parable by which the Prophet 
Nathan struck David with remorse for his 
crimes against Uriah, A famine stayed by 
putting to death certain persons of Saul's fa- 
mily in punishment for a compact with the 
Gibeonites broken. The disobedience of a 
Prophet of the Lord signally punished. The 
contest of Elijah with the Prophets of Baal. 
The judgments of the Lord against Ahab and 
Jezebel. The conversion of Naaman, captain 
of the Host of the king of Syria. The sons of 
Ahab slain by Jehu executing the judgments 

o2 
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of God. The blasphemous boasting of Sen- 
nacherib, king of Assyria, punished, and his 
army destroyed by an Angel of the Lord. — It 
must appear from this recital of the contents 
of these Lessons from the Historical Scrip- 
tures that they eminently display the Provi- 
dence of God, in preserving that nation to 
which he intrusted the guardianship of his 
promises, qnd the custody of his laws. They 
record his chastisements of their disobedience, 
and his deliverance vouchsafed to their hum- 
ble supplications on their return from their 
evil ways. They are filled with most forcible 
descriptions of his power, and most striking 
pictures of his justice. In the Jewish His- 
tory, which like that of any other of the na- 
tions of antiquity, is unhappily much conver- 
sant with deeds of violence and war, one pe- 
culiarity is to be specially noted. Profane 
historians tell of the numbers of an army, of 
the plans of a great conqueror, of the disci- 
pline of his troops, of the strength of his 
fortresses; but the sacred historians ascend 
higher — they tell you of the hand of Qod 
which can discomfit second causes, and denies, 
as it suits his purposes, the race to the swift 
or the battle to the strong. To the Jews the 
signal interference of the Deity was the ordi- 
nary Goverment of the state : the Lord their 
God was their King. Let us, my brethren, 
under circumstances difierent, hold yet to the 
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language of their piety, which sees the hand 
of God in every thing, and ascribes to the 
Almighty ruler of Heaven and Earth, all that 
directs the issue of the battle and regulates 
the concerns of the empire. If the sparrow 
falleth not to the ground without the know- 
ledge of your heavenly Father, you cannot 
doubt, my beloved brethren, but that your 
best strength will be that righteousness, which 
through Christ's merits will make him your 
present help in time of trouble. 

It must be acknowledged that in the His- 
torical Scriptures as read in our Churches we 
may find, (as in what true History do we not 
find them?) deeds of vice and abomination 
recited, and even instances of faults commit- 
ted by characters of high note, whom we had 
been accustomed to consider as honored with 
the favor of God. But here let it be observed 
that no one character in the Old Testament 
is pronounced perfect; none as an example 
in all particulars to be followed. These very 
deeds are condemned by the tenor of the 
whole Bible generally, and almost always spe- 
cially censured somewhere, though not per- 
haps in the very chapter in which the Act is 
recited. 'Tis true also that the Old Scrip 
tures often represent commands as coming 
from God, which seem not to us perfectly re- 
concileable with our ideas of his attributes : 
but are we to set up our imperfect ideas as 
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the measures of his attributes ? He has not 
called man into his counsels ; and shall man 
assume a power of fathoming the depths of his 
policy? Not made' acquainted with the se- 
cret things which belong to the most high^ 
shall man pretend to criticise the intricacies 
of his administration? Often the objection 
has no better foundation than an ignorance of 
the language in which the Almighty speaks to 
his creatures. Examples of this sort we have, 
where God is said to have stirred up the Kings^ 
to war against Israel, or to have hardened the 
heart of Pharaoh, In explanation let it be 
observed, that in Scripture^ whatever God 
permits to be done, whatever he does not inter- 
pose to prevent, is spoken of as done by him» 
When God is said then to have stirred up the 
Kings, we are to understand that their own 
evil thoughts produced the effect, and that 
God permitted them to be thus the ministers 
of his judgments on offending Israel. When 
God is said to have hardened the heart of 
Pharaoh to act against the commisson which 
had been given to Moses and Aaron, the 
meaning is not that he caused an opposition 
to be made against his own commission, thus 
to defeat his own object, this interpretation 
would be against common sense. The fact is 
that Pharaoh hardened his own heart, and 
this is in terms declared in other parts of the 
chapters^ and God did not particularly inter- 
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fere to check the wicked suggestion of the 
heart of the proud Egyptian, but after repeat- 
ed trials gave him over to his presumption and 
to its iconsequences. 

As to the Lessons from the Prophetical 
Scriptures it will not be necessary that I 
should enter on any detail of their contents. 
Generally we may say> that they are the vo- 
lumes which testify of Christ, predictions of 
various particulars respecting his character 
and his sufierings^ his coming in the fleshy and 
the extension of his kingdom on the earth; 
Many of the prophecies in their immediate 
view relate to some other person at or near the 
time of the Prophet, whose acts or history they 
directly predict or record. Still there is a far* 
ther reference beyond the person named, and 
the Jews treasured up many of this sort as in a 
secondary sense indicative of the Messiah eke- 
Where distinctly pointed out and expected by 
the nation. In making the selection from the 
books of the Prophets for the Sunday Les- 
feons, two cireumi^tances seem chiefly to have 
directed the choice. First, such chapters ap-^ 
pear to have been selected as should give the 
most subKme descriptions of God's power and 
of his purity, the most aflfecting expostula- 
tions of his love, and the most powerful de- 
nunciations of his anger against sin. For the 
Prophets were the Messengers of the Lord^ 
sent to rebuke and to alarm his people when 
they departed from his ways, to awake them 



112 ON THE LESSONS. [Sermon VI. 

to remorse and to recall them to obedience, 
and secondly, such chapters have been se- 
lected, as have been particularly quoted by 
the writers of the New Testament, by our 
Lord himself and his Evangelists, as fulfilled 
in his person and the History of his Church. 
The congregation thus perceive the connec- 
tion of the New and the Old Testament, and 
the unlearned hear Christ in each of the Les- 
sons of the day. It should be kept in remem- 
brance against any cojnplaint of the difficulty 
of the constructions and the obscurity of the 
high wrought figures in some of these Scrip- 
tures, that many of the prophecies as well as 
the Psalms are poetical compositions, and that 
prophecy is only to be thoroughly understood 
in its accomplishment, a more clear exposi- 
tion of God's will not being in all cases suited 
to his purposes. It may naturally occur that 
had the contents of the book of God been 
made perfectly clear, much of what it must 
have contained in its predictions, whatever in 
fact was not accommodated to the liking of the 
Jews, would not be preserved by them with 
any extroardinary strictness and precision. 
It is certain that were all clear to demonstra- 
tion irresistible, and wholly above objection, 
the faith which rested on such evidence could 
not have been a trial of the heart. 

To conclude. It has in this discourse, my 
beloved brethren, been shewn to you, with 
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what judgment the selection of Sunday Les- 
sbfis has be^n made by your Chutch. They 
atfe portions of Holy Writ chosen especially 
for your instruction, from th^ whole t)f that 
Scripture which it has be^n shewn; to you was 
given by the ittspiration of God. Is it not 
tihfe duty of a congregation, to listen with all 
rdapectftrl attention to the wise cbunseb of its 
pious Church ? — to hear with reverential awe 
those sacred words which proclaim the Ma- 
jesty of the Creator, and announce the won- 
ders which he doeth for the children of men ? 
Be it then always the office of your gratitude, 
of your wisdom, and of your piety, to let his 
words sink deep into your ears, to drive away 
the intrusion of worldly objects, and to give, 
as far as may be, your undivided thought to 
the message of his communication. For know, 
my brethren, that in the Lesson of the day, to 
each of you a message from the Lord is sent. 
The denunciation of the sinner, and the pro- 
mises to the faithful are addressed to all. The 
words of the Prophet, " Thou art the man," 
belong not exclusively to David : the Scrip- 
ture which records the destruction of a world 
of sinners bj^ a general deluge, is followed by 
our Lord's comment with the warning voice, 
to all who heard him. " Watch therefore for 
ye know not what hour your Lord will come." 
The interest then in these Scriptures is for 
each who hears them. Let this secure for the 
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Lesson attention unabated — lively percep- 
tion — ^reflecting intelligence: and may God 
vouchsafe such a measure of his grace as shall 
produce the remembrance that endures, the 
impression that shall never be effaced — that 
may convert the careless hearer into the doer, 
of the word, and through the merits of our. 
Lord Jesus Christ, make him '^ blessed in his 
deed." 



SERMON VII. 



THE TE DEUM AND JUBILATE. &c. THE THREE 

COLLECTS OF THE DAY— THE PRAYER FOR 

ALL SORTS AND CONDITIONS OF MEN. 



I CORINTHIANS XIV. 15. 

/ will pray with the Spirit and I will pray with the understand^ 
ing also. 

The public reading of God's Holy Word is, 
by the order of the compilers of our Liturgy 
mixed with the setting forth his most worthy 
praise: for what can be more fitting, than 
that they to whom any portion has been 
imparted from the book of God's blessing, 
should immediately testify their gratitude in 
the praise of their benefactor. The Psalms in 
themselves perform both offices: and after 
each of the Lessons an appropriate Hymn has 
been appointed for recital. This arrange- 
ment answers the further purpose, of securing 
the people by this variety of office against the 
languor, that too long hearing a part of the 

p2 
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service in which they do not join might per- 
haps produce. The two Hymns usually re- 
cited in the morning service alternately by the 
Priest and people are called the Te Deum 
and Jubilate, from the words of the Latin ori- 
ginal with which they begin. The Jubilate 
is the 100th Psalm : the Te Deum is a Hymn 
composed in one of the early centuries of the 
Christian Church, and now for 1400 years in 
continued celebration and regard. Let me 
here caution you against being led by the al- 
ternate recitation to conceive that the sepa- 
rate parts, as recited by the Minister and 
people, contain each, complete sense in them- 
selves. This may or may not be the case. 
The whole forms complete sense, however for 
the sake of shorter recitals it may be broken. 
You are therefore not to confine your atten- 
tion to what you yourselves repeat, but to ex- 
tend, it also to what is recited by the Minister, 
An example proving this you have early in 
the Te Deum, where the words, '* To thee 
Cherubin and Seraphim continually do cry,'* 
must be taken conjunctively with tiie follow- 
ing verse, '*^Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord Grod of 
Sabaoth," to complete the sense. 

The Te Deum opens in the most simply 
form, by announcinig that we are. now euter- 
ing on the work of praising God and acknow:- 
ledging his supremacy; in which acknow- 
Jegment we suppose ourselves joined by the 



SikmonVII.] three COLLECTS OF THE DAY. 117 

whole "earth" which is filled with his pater- 
nal goodness, and by ** the Heavens" which dor 
clare his everlasting glory. From the highest 
orders of the angelic nature, we catch the 
»ong of the ** Seraphim," as given by the 
Prophet Isaiah, who, says of them that '' One 
cried unto another and said Holy, Holy, Holy, 
is the Lord of Hosts (Sabaoth in the original) 
the whole earth is full of his glory."* From 
•Heaven the celestial fire of devout praise, as- 
cribing holiness thus to each of the three 
Members of the Godhead, is carried oa an- 
gels' wings to earth, and "the glorious com- 
pany of the Apostles" and " the goodly fel- 
lowship of the Prophets" and " the noble ar- 
TOy of Martyrs" glow with the same spirit, and 
echo back the immortal song of praise. " The 
Holy Church" sends forth the glad acknow- 
ledgment throughout all lands, unfolding the 
thrice told holiness of the Divinity among the 
distinct persons of the blessed Trinity, and 
commending to the devotions of a grateful 
world " the Majesty of the Father," tlie ho- 
nored relation of his "true and only begot- 
ten Son" and the ** comforts" of "the. Holy 
Ghost," promised to those who hold the faith 
in Christ Jesus. To him who was its founder 
the Church now turns, through the rest of this 
noble office of devotion, announcing him in 
his divine nature as " the King gf Glory," and 
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in his human, adverting to the miracle of hi» 
incarnation and to the sharpness of his suffer- 
ing. But, hastening over the scenes of his 
humiliation and his torment, she shews him 
victorious over death — ** opening the King- 
dom of Heaven to all believers;" and then 
exalted to '* the right hand of the Father,'* 
partaking of "his glory," and constituted 
** judge of all the earth," In that capacity 
we proceed in the concluding part of the 
Hymn, to address to him our earnest prayers 
for help and for direction, we entreat him to 
deliver us from the power of sin, and to be- 
stow his mercy on those who trust in him. 
We beseech him by that " redemption," which 
" through his precious blood" he hath procur- 
ed for us : we entreat, from that grace which 
has already received some of the " Saints, into 
glory everlasting," that we may be enrolled 
among their number, that our every day be- 
gun with the praise of the Lord may be closed 
without any act to offend him by its sinful- 
ness, and that renouncing all trust but in the 
Lord, "the confusion"^ which covereth the 
sinner may by his mercy be removed frcHn us 
for ever. 

The second Lesson is followed by another 
Hymn, usually the Jubilate, the 100th Psalm 
of David. This was composed for a public 
thanksgiving, to be recited in alternation, 
for which the structure shews it particularly 



S»MON Vil.] THREE COLLECTS OF THE DAY. H9 

adapted. Used at the oblation of the peace 
offering in the Jewish Church, it is applied 
by us immediately after the reading of a Les- 
son from the Gospel of peace: and to the 
Grospel it seems prophetically to relate, as it 
myites not the children of Israel, but " all 
lands'" to be "joyful in the Lord/' and it de- 
clares us, of whatever country we may be, 
who answer the call, to be equally ** his peo- 
ple and the sheep of his pasture-" In the 
first and third verses, the Minister desires the 
congregation, now entered into the courts and 
come before the presence of the Lord, to re* 
joice and ** serve him with gladness:" the se* 
cond and fourtk verses express the animated 
obedience of the congregation to the sum- 
mons, recounting the incentives to their gra« 
titude and the topics of their praise- They 
are grateful for the blessings of creation and 
protection, of grace and of mercy : they sing 
praises unto the Lord who alone is God, and 
whose "truth endureth fiK)m generation to 
generation." The Psalm of David begins 
with the praise of a natural and powerful 
Creator, and goes on to that of a spiritual and 
a " gracious and merciful" God : and the 
Jewish service opens the gates of his Temple 
with thanksgiving, to admit those who rejoice 
in the grace which has redeemed them, and 
the mercy which endures to aU eternity. 
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Two Other Hymns are also in your Prayer 
books, which may be substituted in place af> 
those on which I have commented. That 
after the first Lesson is taken from the Apo* 
cryphal Scripture. It is called " the song of 
the three children," and is reported to have 
been sung by the three persons thrown by 
Nebuchadnezzar into the burning fiery far- • 
nace* It is a sort of paraphrase on the 148th ' 
Psalm, and is acknowledged to have been ah 
ancient song of praise, used in the Jewish 
Church, calling on all the works of the Lord' 
to praise and magnify his holy name. Thi»^ 
by a natural figure intimates^ that by their 
mechanism and their uses, the glory of the> 
great Creator is shewn forth, while their un- 
tired and continued endurance in the exercise 
of their respective powers and offices, restrict^ 
ed from mischief to the system, and fertile of 
advantage to the world, calls on man for ad-' 
miration and for gratitude. The Hymn ad- 
ded for recitation after the Second Lesson, ia^ 
indeed indited by the Holy Spirit, being the: 
song of Zacharias given in St. Luke's Gos- 
pelt on the birth of John the Baptist, and 
therefore well fitted to follow the second Les- . 
son read from the Gospel. It announces the 
coming of the most highest, for whom John 
was by the preaching erf repentance to make 
preparation, and in whom the ailcient " pro^ 

* Daniel iii. 23. f Luke i. 67. 
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phecies" were fulfilled ; and it calls on us for 
**• holiness and righteousness wherewith we 
should serve him" who hath " delivered us 
from the hands of our enemies," and will 
** guide our feet into the ways of peace." But 
affecting as is the delineation of the Gospel 
here given, the 100th Psalm is usually the 
Hymn read, being as I observed so well fitted 
for alternate reciting, and for a better reason 
I hope than its shortness. The thirteen verses 
of the song of Zacharias contain really but 
two sentences ; and the breaking of these is 
attended with difficulty in the context, and 
encumbrance on the memory of the hearers, 
so as to make it less fit for our mode of recital 
in the service. From the comment on the 
100th Psalm given you, it must appear pe- 
culiarly adapted for alternate recitation. 

It is proper here to state to you, that hi- 
therto the Evening Service had corresponded 
entirely with the Morning. To improve that 
would be scarcely practicable : to alter it, 
founded as it was on general principles that 
changed not, was unnecessary. The invita- 
tory Psalm, *' O come let us sing unto the 
Lord" is omitted, as one invitation is sufficient 
for the day, and as brevity is more at that 
period to be attended too. But the Hymns 
to be read after the Lessons for the Evening, 
are difierent from those read in the Morn- 
ing Service. There were two Hymns in St. 

Q 
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Luke's Gospel, besides the song of Zacharias, 
on occasion of our Lord's Nativity, which it 
was desirable to have laid before the Gospel 
worshipper, and here a fit opportunity pre- 
sented itself. The first is the Hymn in which 
the blessed Virgin, miraculous mother of our 
Lord in the flesh, expresses her pious joy at 
" the regard" vouchsafed to one of her hum- 
ble rank in life, making her the instrument 
by whom the Redeemer was to be brought 
into the world, to the fulfilment of " the pro- 
mises made to the fathers," and the exhibi- 
tion of " the mercy of the Lord throughout 
all generations."* The words of the Hymn 
celebrate the praises of the Lord, by figures 
bearing a strong afiinity to those used by 
Hannah on occasion of the birth of Samuel :t 
but who ever thought of worshipping Hannah, 
because the Lord had honoured her by the 
acceptance of her prayer, and the birth of the 
Prophet. " Blessed" may the highly favour- 
ed Virgin be called "through all genera- 
tions," but worship is foy. God alone ; no cre- 
ated being is to partake of it. When it was 
said in our Lord's presence, " Blessed is the 
womb that bare thee, and the paps which 
thou hast sucked, ":|; our Lord, in marked op- 
position to any thing which might lead to a 
violation of the first Commandment of the de- 
calogue replies, " yea rather blessed are they 

* Luke i. 46, &c. f ^ Samuel ii. I, Slc. X Luke xi. 27. 
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that hear the word of God and keep it."* 
And that the same was his sentiment even to 
the last hour of his existence on earth, we 
may be assured, when we find that on the 
Cross! he made provision for her temporal 
wants, leaving without notice, and therefore 
without countenance, any claim for spiritual 
regards, which might by the waywardness of 
man's fancy, be in aftertimes set up. 

The second Hymn is the song of Simeon, 
£t just and devout man, to whom it had been 
revealed by the Holy Ghost, that he " should 
not die before he had seen the Lord's Christ."}; 
And on the presentation of the Child Jesus, he 
came by the Spirit into the Temple, blessing 
God for ** the Consolation of Israel" for which 
he had been waiting : and taking the child 
into his arms, as we read in St. Luke's Gos- 
pel, he pronounced him ** a light to lighten 
the Gentiles, and the glory of his people Is- 
rael," and he declared himself resigned " to 
depart in peace" from this world, having now 
" seen the Salvatiom of God." Two Psalms 
of David are also inserted here, as appropri- 
ate substitutes for these two Hymns, if any 
reason should appear for a variation. The 
67th Psalm corresponds with the song of Si- 
meon, in celebrating ** the saving health of 
the Lord';" extended now beyond the Jewish 
pate, and declared ** to all nations;" and the 

* Luke xi. 28. t John xix. 26, 27. X Luke ii. 26. &c. 
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98th besides other topics touched on in com- 
mon with the Virgin's Hymn, has one verse, 
that of " the Lord's remembering his mercy 
in helping his servant Israel," almost in terms 
quoted in the Hymn. 

Having now set forth the most worthy 
praise and heard the most holy word of the 
Lord, it *might be expected that we should 
proceed to ask those things which are requi- 
site and necessary, as well for the body as the 
soul. But for very wise reasons the Apostles 
Creed is interposed. " How shall they call 
on him," saith St. Paul, " in whom they have 
not believed?"* Our Church therefore, be- 
fore it permits any to make supplication, re- 
quires of him a public declaration in his own 
person, of his faith. And as ** faith cometh by 
hearing and hearing by the word of God,"t 
so is this declaration of faith immediately sub- 
joined to the hearing those portions of God's 
holy word, which have been selected for Les- . 
sons to be read in the congregation. Repeat- 
ing the Creed with solemjpi assent to its seve- 
ral propositions, we shew that we are not to . 
be reckoned among those, whom ** the word 
preached did not profit, for want of faith in . 
them that heard it: "J and we now proceed, 
to " ask in faith nothing wavering, "|| encou- 
raged to steadfastness in faith by St/ James» 

^ Romans ^.14. f Romans x. 17. t Hebrews iv. 2. 

II James i. 6. 
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who deems the man that wavereth, excluded 
from the hope of receiving any thing of the 
Lord. How judiciously has the Creed been 
placed then in this part of our Church service- 
As its importance and its. condensed form 
warrant us in laying out a special discourse 
for the explanation and the proof of the res- 
pective articles, we proceed to what follows 
the confession of our faith. 

The Minister, having heard this acknow-. 
ledgment of their belief from each of the con- 
gregation, salutes them as members of the 
true Church, in the Scriptural words, " the 
Lord be with you," inculcating that funda- 
mental doctrine which cannot too often be im- 
pressed, that ** we are not sufficient of our- 
selves, to think any thing as of ourselves, but 
that our sufficiency is of God."* To this in 
pious communion the congregation answer in 
the words *' and with thy Spirit," thus en- 
treating that the comforts of God's assistance 
may be also imparted to him, and that he may 
be edified to the edification of the Church. 
He then calls on them to join with him in 
prayer, and having by thrice repeating a sup- 
plication for the divine mercy, intimated the 
distinct operation of each person of the ever- 
blessed Trinity, in which we had so lately pro- 
fessed our faith, followed by the people, he 
addresses our Father which is in Heaven, in' 

* 2 Corinthians iii. 5. 
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the blessed words of his Son. This prayer 
had been used before, when the confession had 
been made and the absolution pronounced an 
our Church service, but it is here repeated, as 
the compendious statement of, and the sanc- 
tioned supplication for, "those things which 
are requisite and necessary, as well for the 
body as the soul," after this we now «iter on a; 
few short versicles, containing a sketch of the 
substance of the more extended addresses 
which follow in your Prayer books, and which 
are omitted when the Litany is read, only be- 
cause corresponding petitions are to be found 
in it. These versicles are mostly taken from 
passages in the Psalms. The first couplet pe- 
titioning for mercy and salvation may be con- 
sidered as answering to the Collect of the Sun- 
day: those which next follow,' to the prayers 
for the King, for the Clergy and People : and 
the two last, to the daily Collects for peace 
and grace. 

We then offer up three brief prayers, called 
in the Liturgy, Collects, probably as collect- 
ing much useful matter within close compass, 
or the first as collected from the Epistle and 
Gospel of the day, to which it serves as an in- 
troduction. The prayers of our Church ge- 
nerally confine themselves, each to one sub- 
ject, avoiding the fatiguing and the distract- 
ing of the attention, by the length to which a 
form of words comprising various topics would 
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run, and leaving short intervals after each, for 
resting and reflection. The form is much 
thf same in all. Each begins with adverting 
by an epithet or some more lengthened notice 
to some one of the attributes of the Deity, or 
some exercise of hfe glorious power and good- 
ness which is connected with, and thus forms 
a groundwork for the petition which we offer: 
and each concludes with that reverential use 
«f the name of Christ, which accords with his 
own declaration, and emboldens the believer's 
hope. " Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father 
in my name, he will give it you."* The at- 
tributes of the great Creator cannot be too 
often brought to the notice of the creature: 
the merits and the mediation of the Redeemer 
never should be long at distance from the con- 
templation of the Christian, The Collect of 
the Sunday or Hdiyday is read, both at the 
morning and the evening service: many of 
tJie Collects are of great antiquity, but all 
were reviewed and revised with most scrupu- 
lous attention : those for days of special cele- 
bration of the great particulars of our Lord's 
History are compositions of the highest cha- 
racter* Altogether it may be said, that they 
comprehend the whole body of the Christian 
doctrines, as taught by the Church of En- 
gland: that, clad in language most persfH- 
cuous and most simple, they are fonni|.of de- 

^ John XV. 16. 
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Totion most interesting and most persuasive ; 
that they display in unaffected humility the 
purity of Christian morals, and proclaim with 
uncompromising fidelity the sublime myste-^ 
ries of Apostolic truth. ' 

We shall again advert to the first Collects 
when considered with the Epistles and Gos- 
pels, to which they bear relation ; I proceed 
therefore to the other two Collects, which do 
not vary with the day or the occasion. The 
second, both in the morning and in the even- 
ing services, is entitled the Collect for peace. 
Without peace in its most extended sense^ 
national and domestic, external and internal, 
no comfort can be enjoyed. And God is the 
'^Author of peace" in every sense. ** He 
maketh wars to cease," says the Psalmist* 
in all the world." " He maketh men," saith 
he elsewhere, *' to be of one mind in a house." 
The Prophet announces that " there is no 
peace to the wicked;"! while the words of 
our Lord to his faithful followers are, " Peace 
I leave unto you : my peace I give unto, 
you.":}; From him therefore, in whose know- 
ledge standeth all hope of final peace, and. 
whose "service is freedom" from the domi-. 
nion which would keep down that hope, with • 
all humility we supplicate defence against 
" all assaults of our enemies," the enemies of 
our body and of our soul. But see with what a- 

* Psalm xlvi. 9. t Isaiah Ivii. 21. { John xiv. 27. 



SitRMONVII.]' THREE COLLECTS OF THE DAY. 129 

kind and useful and delicate concern fot the 
circumstances of human life, our Liturgy has 
been composed. The third Collect, the Col- 
lect for grace, by the words alluding to " the 
beginning of this day," marks it as an office 
of morning devotion, while the third evening 
Collect, *' for aid against all perils," as it is 
called, takes notice of *'the darkness," and 
prays for protection against " the dangers of 
the night." What is the course of the Chris- 
tian's day as traced out in these beautiful 
Collects ? Acknowledging as he rises refresh- 
ed from safe and tranquil slumbers, acknow- 
ledging that it is only from the Almighty pow- 
er and the merciful kindness of his Heavenly 
Father, that he has been brought in safetj'- 
through dangers which prudence could not 
provide against, he entreats of him whose 
goodness is unchangeable from everlasting to 
everlasting, still to vouchsafe to him his pow- 
erful succour, and his protecting blessing. 
Not trusting to the strength of his arm, or to 
the sagacity of his understanding — to the suf- 
ficiency of his wealth or to the number of his 
followers, he enters on the employments of 
active life, on the offices of social duty, trust- 
ing in the hope of God's grace, to protect him 
against assaults from his enemies, and guard 
him against the sinful devices of his own 
heart. He is protected — his day is closed. 
Wh^t is the result of its experience ? He has 

R 
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found there is a '^ peace which the world can* 
not give :" " in the world is tribulation," it is 
only in him " who hath overcome the world"* 
he can have peace. He has found out, that 
" friendship with the world is enmity"t with 
that Being, from whom '' all holy desires, all 
good counsels, and all just works do pro- 
ceed :" by him he seeks to be defended from 
the fear of those enemies, " to pass his time in 
rest and quietness." 'He entreats then that 
his ** heart may be set to obey the Command-- 
ments" of him who gives light and life, secu- 
rity and peace, convinced that ** the work of 
righteousness shall be peace, and the efifect 
of righteousness quietness and assurance for 
ever. "J 

After the Collects, the Litany or general 
supplication is read in the Sunday morning 
Service, which being in itself one complete of- 
fice of devotion, may be made the subject of a 
separate discourse. When the Litany is not 
read, you have in your prayer books a sys- 
tem of prayers to supply its place : you have 
a prayer for the King — for the Royal family — 
for the Chief Governor in Ireland — for the 
Clergy and People— for the Parliament du- 
ring its Session — for all conditions of men — 
and prayers to be offered up on special occa- 
sions of national calamity — or when in their 
affliction individuals solicit the prayers of 

* John xvi. 33. t James iv. 4. | Isaiah xxxii. 17. 
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Ihe congregation, under the encouragement of 
the Apostolic declaration that " the prayer of 
faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall 
raise him up."* In these prayers is particu- 
larly testified, that zealous regard, which as in 
an earlier discourse I asserted, the Compilers 
of our Liturgy so eminently possessed, for the 
Nation and for the National Religion, for the 
Church and for the State. Here you have 
prayers offered up at the throne of him who 
is King of Kings and Lord of Lords, the foun- 
tain of all goodness, and the giver of all grace, 
for whatever is powerful or influential in the 
land — for those that make the laws, and those 
who are to administer them — for him who 
bears the sword, and those to whose hands he 
commits it — for those whose example gives 
direction to the public manners, and those 
whose office it is to instruct the people in his 
word, and to incline them to his way— for those 
whose counsels are to regulate the concerns 
of the nation with foreign states,^ and to give 
prosperity and to ensure tranquillity in their 
own : for all these in their several offices and 
vocations, we offer up our prayers. Difficult 
as the right performance of their duties is, 
important as the trusts committed to them, 
extensive as the sphere over which their con- 
trol and their superintendence is to be ex^ 
erted, the more urgent is the necessity for en- 

* James v. 15. 
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treating of the Lord, that he may " inform his 
Princes after his will, and teach his senators 
wisdom,"* that he may direct their counsels 
and give efficacy to their enactments, for the 
protection of the people and the true ^Religion 
established among them. These prayers well 
considered, contain the principle of duty, the 
rules of action to those in authority, and by 
necessary implication, to those who are under 
it : and while they solicit for the Clergy the 
continuance of that healthful spirit of grace, 
by which the Church has so long been mar- 
vellously preserved, they connect with it the 
spiritual interests of the congregations com- 
mitted to their charge. The prayer for all 
conditions of men is in fact a complete Litany 
in itself. The want of such a general prayer 
was felt in the first form of our Liturgy, and 
at the last review it was added to the service. 
In what a pious spirit of Christian charity it 
is composed, a very few words will shew. 
The first paragraph entreats, that the Creator 
and preserver of all mankind be pleased to 
^^make his ways known unto all men; his 
saving health unto all nations." This is in fact 
a paraphrase on that petition of our Lord's 
prayer, " thy kingdom come," and in the true 
spirit of the Gospel it seeks Salvation for him 
who is now in array against it, for the conver- 
sion of him who is in error and unbelief. The 

* Psalm cv. 22. 
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second paragraph entreats, that by the good 
guidance and governance of his Holy Spirit, 
the faith of those who profess themselves 
members of the Catholic Church may be pure, 
and their lives righteous. After these spiri- 
tual blessings solicited, the last paragraph 
looks to the temporal afflictions under which 
many of our brethren labour, and entreats for 
them from the common Father of all, that he 
will grant them patience to endure what he 
deems it not expedient yet to remove, and a 
release from their sufferings when his paren- 
tal goodness shall in its wisdom appoint the 
season. What one class of dwellers on the 
earth has not its interests provided for in this 
prayer, what want incidental to any is not ad- 
verted to in its comprehension ? 

With one observation I shall close this 
discourse. It has been objected by many, 
that our Church service is too long. Now 
there is one prayer in this part of our Liturgy, 
the recital of which by the Minister, is not 
compelled ; the rubrick merely says it ** may 
be said after any of the former." Now it al- 
ways is said by the Minister, and I think there 
is not any congregation met together in a 
Christian Church, which would decide that in 
reading this, he is to be condemned for tres- 
passing unnecessarily on their time. I shall 
conclude by reading it. 
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" O Grod, whose nature and property is eyer 
to have mercy and to forgive, receive our 
humble petitions ; and though we be tied and 
bound by the chain of our sins, yet let the 
pitifulness of thy great mercy loose us, for the 
honor of Jesus Christ, our Mediator and Ad- 
vocate." Amen. 



SERMON VIII. 



THE APOSTLES* CREED. 



MATTHEW XXVIII. 19. 

Go ye therefore and teach all nationSy baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost, 

The Church in its Liturgy calls on the con- 
gregation, calls on each in the presence of 
the rest, to declare his belief in that Holy Tri- 
nity, wherein the Author of our faith required 
that each should be baptized. The Apostles' 
Creed, (to the explanation and the proofs of 
which I mean to devote this discourse,) has 
its name as containing the substance of the 
doctrine taught by the Apostles, and from its 
use in Churches over which they had presi- 
ded. Pla<5ed as I have shewn, most judici- 
ously in this part of the Church service, it 
has been drawn up in the form most conve- 
nient for each to recite, in accordance with, 
and clear of interruption from, the rest. It 
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has not been drawn up in the manner of the 
general Prayers, which are offered up in the 
name of the whole congregation, and where 
each prays for all others as well as for him- 
self. Belief is an act of the mind of the indi- 
vidual, in which no other can have share or 
cognizance : though we pray therefore for all 
and say *' we beseech thee," " we praise thee 
O God," each says I believe in God. This 
belief is carried on through each of the smaller 
elements into which the articles are divided. 
The whole is called a Creed, from the Latin 
word which denotes, I believe. In the first 
paragraph thus each declares that he believes 
in God, he believes that there is a God, he 
believes that he is the Father of all, that he 
is Almighty, that he is the Maker of Heaven 
and Earth. 

The existence of a God is an article of the 
highest importance; for on it depends the 
certainty of every religious truth, and the obli- 
gation to every moral duty. God therefore 
anxious not to leave himself without witness,^ 
or his creatures without a knowledge of those 
doctrines that were connected with their com- 
fort and their hopes, has graciously provided 
that the proofs of his existence shall be plain 
to every capacity, and suggested by every ob- 
ject in nature to every reflecting mind. He 
has so constituted the course of this world, 
that every thing which now exists may lead 
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113 to him who has existed from all eternity, 
for there is nothing which we see or know 
about us, capable of having made itself. We 
ourselves exist we know hot how; deriving 
our existence from parents as little endured 
with creative power as we are, whose begin- 
ning we have heard of, and whose duration 
is perhaps now at an end. Go back in this 
cliain of men long buried in the grave, unable 
to have continued their being, unable to have 
caused it, and at last you must conae to some 
time when that chain began, to some superior 
power from whom man's existence must have 
been derived, to a Creator made by none 
other, beginning at no time, to an indepen- 
dent and eternal, to an all-wise and an all- 
powerful God. The proofs of his wisdom and 
his power encrease to us, as our understand- 
ing is exerted to enquire into his works, and 
iipaproved to tracing out their constitutions arirf 
learning their uses. Tiie meanest insect ii 
ibrmed with exactness to whicJi liuman wis- 
dom is not adequate, and provided for in ways 
surpassing human power. The succession of 
the seasons, the regular return of day and 
night, of sunimer and winter, tracefd to the 
revolutions of the heavenly bodies, themselves 
the workmanship of superhuman strength and 
intelligence— all testify the continually up- 
holding arm of the great superintending ar- 
tist. Chance never made a house or a clock 
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or a ship, and who but a fool would say, that 
chance could make the great luminary in the 
heayens, or give in such regularity the seed 
time and the harvest in the earth. No : ** The 
heavens declare the glory of God, and the 
firmament sheweth his handiwork."* Invisi- 
ble to our senses, he is yet seen in his works — 
seen through all thetextent to which the world 
his creation reaches — seen in all without — 
heard in all that passes within us : from him 
conscience, his remembrancer, pronounces his 
commands and his rebukes, and with a sub- 
mission to a Creator, alarms to the dread 
of the Judge before whom all are to give ac- 
count. 

Of the belief in the Existence of a God, 
all nations, all ages, people in the least civi- 
lized or most refined estates, from times the 
most distant, have given their attestation. 
However imperfect they might have been in 
their conception of him, however difierent in 
their worship, the universality of the belief 
proves it either the remains of an original 
communication, or an irresistible conclusion 
fixed on the principles of sound reason in the 
minds of all, equally obvious to the shepherd 
as to the philosopher, to the dwellers in all 
lands, whether settled or wandering, whether 
savage or enlightened . His existence in power 
and wisdom thus proved and thus acknow- 

* Psalm xix. 1. 
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ledged, he must be considered incapable of 
change or diminution. None of the creatures 
made by him can have ability to check or to 
limit him : time and space, relations of what 
he has made cannot control him : he is there- 
fore present in every part of space, enduring 
through all portions of time. Vice is imper- 
fection, the offspring of imperfect knowledge, 
the effect of shortsightedness which blinds, or 
delusion which misleads : now infinite wisdom 
cannot err, and cannot be deceived. God 
must always perceive what is right, and he is 
above all temptation to do wrong : his good- 
ness therefore is infinite and the extent of its 
operations knows no bounds. But beyond 
gCTieral demonstrations of attributes indefinite 
and perfections to the most ample extent, hu- 
man reason cannot be relied on. When the 
Heathen ** knew him, they glorified him not 
as God, neither were thankful : they changed 
the glory of the incorruptible God into an 
image like to corruptible man, and to birds 
and four-footed beasts, and creeping things."* 
This was the worship of the philosophic and the 
polished nations of antiquity : a Christian con- 
gregation then will seek elsewhere a know- 
ledge of the true God : and in the Revelation 
by Moses it will learn, that " the Lord their 
God, is one Lord,"t ^^ the words of the Lord 
Jesus it will learn, that ** God is a Spirit."^ 

* Romans i. 21—- 23. t Deut. vi. 4. J John iv. 24. 
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. Over the Heathen world Polytheism was their 
Creed, and Idolatry their best service : but 
God's revealed world requires that you " shall 
have no other Gods before him :"* and Christ 
has desired your worship of him to be " in 
spirit and in truth."! While you declare then, 
my brethren, your belief in his existence and 
in his attributes, think not that you are but 
reciting a mere proposition of speculative 
truth, inoperative and mconsequential : you 
are to worship him whom you believe — to fear 
him whom you profess. Your conviction is 
to be of the heart, and your lives are to testify 
it. Every secret of that heart he knows — 
at every act of that life he is present. He 
** is a God of knowledge, and by him actions 
are weighed, "t Be ye holy, he says, "fori 
the Lord your God am holy :"|| " the Righte- 
ous Lord loveth Righteousness, "§ but him 
who worketh wickedness doth his soul abhor. 
The second paragraph of the Creed de- 
clares your belief in the second person of the 
Holy Trinity. Of the several articles res- 
pecting him, the proofs are to be sought in 
the Holy iScriptures: these alone inform us 
concerning his nature, his offices, his acts and 
even his existence. That we should have the 
same faith in him as we have in God the Fa- 
ther, is evident from his words in St. John's 

* Elxodus XX. 3. t John iv. 24. J 1 Samnel ii. 3. 
Leveticus xix. 2. § Psalm xi. 7. 
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Oospel, " Ye believe in God, believe also in 
me;"* for the same word, "believe," cannot 
have two different meanings in the two diffe- 
rent parts of this sentence, without any inti- 
mation of the change: and he who came down 
from Heaven to make known the things he 
had heard of the Father, he who came forth 
Irbm.the Father when he was to come into 
the world,^ and who when he was to leave the 
world was to go to me Father, he has given 
us this command. He who wias the pattern 

' of humility, who was pre-eminently meek and 
lowly of heart, wbuld iibt arrogate glory to 

■which he was not entitled, and yet he has re- 
quired that all men should "honor the Son, 

' even as they honor ihe I^ather.'^t And to 

' those who embrace his faith, he' has prortiised 
a reward which God alone can bestow, thiat 
"he who believeth on him shall have ever- 
lasting life • ' 'J The first words of the second 
paragraph connected with the former are, I 
believe, as in God Almighty, so in Jesus 
Christ his only Son our Lord :" and these 
words specify his name, " JTesus," his offices 
tinder the term, " Christ," his relation to God 
the Father, "his only Son," and his relation 
to. us, "our Lord." 

The word, Jesus, in the Hebrew language 
signifies Saviour or deliverer, being the same 
with Joshua, whose leading the children of 

* John xiv. 1. t Jolin v. 23. J John vi. 47. 
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Israel out of the wilderness was a type of the 
deliverance by him of Nazareth, who saved 
the world, his people from their sins. That 
name and the reason for it, the Angel assign- 
ed when he said to Joseph, " And thou shalt 
call his name Jesus, for he shall save his peo- 
ple from their sins."* The word, Christ, sig- 
nifies anointed; denotmg thus, that Jesus pos- 
sessed those offices and honors to which, in 
the Eastern nations, anointing with oil made a 
part of the form of induction. These were 
among the Jews the offices of Prophet, Priest, 
and King, to which Jesus was "anointed with 
the Holy Ghost and with power."t As a 
" Prophet," he foretold events which no human 
penetration could have foreseen, his own death 
and resurrection, the descent of the Holy 
Ghost on the Apostles, the destruction of Je- 
rusalem, and the miraculous success by means 
(to the eyes of man) so inadequate, of his Gos- 
pel, putting down idolatry, that had every 
where been established so long, under the au- 
thority of the state, and in the habits of the 
nations. As a Prophet also, a messenger sent 
to communicate the commands, and to explain 
the purposes of God to his people, he was the 
bearer of the Covenant of mercy, sent, as he 
announced himself in the Temple, " to heal 
the broken hearted, to preach deliverance to 
the captives, and recovery of sight to the 

* Matthew i. 21. f Acts x. 38. 
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blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, 
to preach the acceptable year of the Lord."* 
In the Priestly character, he made that great- 
est of all sacrifices, the sacrifice of himself; 
he continues to make intercession for the sins 
olf the people, he gives the blessing to those 
who come to God by him, and is the Media- 
tor of the New Covenant of God with man. 
Seeing that we have a great High Priest that 
is passed into the Heavens, let us hold fast 
bur profession, says the Apostle, " provoking, 
one another to love and to good works."t As 
well as Priest, he is after the order of Melchi- 
sedec. King also: "unto us," says the Pro- 
phet Isaiah, ** a child is born, unto us a Son 
id given, and the Government shall be upon 
his shoulder."]: Greater than Moses, to whom 
the people of the Lord were bound in allegi- 
ance to obey his law, the Christian world are 
bound to obey him, who is the King immor- 
tal, invisible, in the Heavens, whom the An- 
gels are commanded to worship. He is the 
Son of God, whom the heavenly messenger 
announced as such to the Virgin ; marked out 
by the Prophecy of David, as interpreted in 
the Epistle to the Hebrews, thou art my 
beloved Son, this day have I begotten thee. 
He is heir to his Father's power: he is the 
Lord over his Father's house. He is our 

* Luke iv. 18 — 19. Isaiah Ix. 1—2. f Hebrews x. 24. 

X Isaiah ix. 6, 
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Lord, to whom all that is in the earth is made 
subject, and of whose kingdom there is to be . 
no end. But when you acknowledge his title, 
my brethren, bear in mind that " a sceptr^ of 
righteousness is the Sceptre of his kingdom."* 
The next words of our Creed relate to the 
birth of our Saviour in the flesh: he wa^ 

•I • , k • 4. W 

" conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the 
Virgin Mary." That his birth was not by 
the intervention of aiji earthly father, is ex- 
pressly told- in the Gospels, as it had bee^i 
foretold by the Prophet Isaiah. -j; The A];igei 
of the Lord was sent to announce to Mary, 
the betrothed of Joseph, the favor vouchsafed, 
to her, in giving the Messiah by miracle to 
the world. The mode it is i>ot for us to dis- 
cuss; it was the work of him to whom all 
things ^re possible. Even to our reason it 
must appear, that he who was to execute a. 
commission of such importance, should comq 
in no ordinary manner into the world. Thus 
peculiarly " the seed of the woman," he was 
fitted according to tjjie ancient prophecy, *• to 
bruise the Serpent'^ head."J Without any 
stain of earthly taint from our first parent, 
" such an high Priest became us as is holy, 
harmless, and undefiled, separate from sin- 
ners, and made higher than the Heavens. || 
He was to be the sacrifice without spot, the 

* Psalm xlv. C. t Matthew i. 22-— 23. t Gen. iii. 15. 

II Hebrews vii. 26. 
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lamb without blemish. If he was to bear the 
sins of man, he was not to be born in sin, or 
under its curse : if he created all things, he 
was not to have his earthly existence by any 
accustomed mode of creation : if he was to be 
" the brightness of God's glory, and the ex- 
press image of his person,"* we might expect 
in his human origin, some pre-eminence of dis- 
tinction. And such is the Gospel account of 
his birth. He was born ** of the house and 
lineage of David,"t according to the ancient 
prophecy fulfilled in him, and testified by the 
genealogies given of Mary the real parent of 
our Lord, and of Joseph her husband. Mag- 
nified and highly favoured of the Lord the 
Virgin certainly was, and all generations 
should call her blessed, but yet this is far 
from the superstition which would make her 
an object of our worship, or call on her to ex- 
ert an influence over her Son in the flesh. 
Our Lord's rebuke, ** Woman what have I to 
do with thee, "J shews how little ground there 
can be for any credit to be given for her in- 
terference : " Thou shall worship the Lord 
thy God, and him only shalt thou serve, "|| 
marks the divine condemnation of any, who 
would raise a mortal creature to be equal 
to the most high Creator. 

Since every word of our Lord was saving 
knowledge, and every act of his was impor- 

* Hebrews i. 3. f i^vke ii. 4. % John li. 4. || Luke iv. 8. 

T 
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Israel out of the wilderness was a type of the 
deliverance by him of Nazareth, who saved 
the world, his people from their sins. That 
name and the reason for it, the Angel assign- 
ed when he said to Joseph, " And thou shalt 
call his name Jesus, for he shall save his peo- 
ple from their sins."* The word, Christ, sig- 
nifies anointed ; denoting thus, that Jesus pos- 
sessed those offices and honors to which, in 
the Eastern nations, anointing with oil made a 
part of the form of induction. These were 
among the Jews the offices of Prophet, Priest, 
and King, to which Jesus was *' anointed with 
the Holy Ghost and with power."! As a 
** Prophet," he foretold events which no human 
penetration could have foreseen, his own death 
and resurrection, the descent of the Holy 
Ghost on the Apostles, the destruction of Je- 
rusalem, and the miraculous success by means 
(to the eyes of man) so inadequate, of his Gos- 
pel, putting down idolatry, that had every 
where been established so long, under the au- 
thority of the state, and in the habits of the 
nations. As a Prophet also, a messenger sent 
to communicate the commands, and to explain 
the purposes of God to his people, he was the 
bearer of the Covenant of mercy, sent, as he 
announced himself in the Temple, ** to heal 
the broken hearted, to preach deliverance to 
the captives, and recovery of sight to the 

* Matthew i. 21. f Acts x. 38. 
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blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, 
to preach the acceptable year of the Lord."* 
In the Priestly character, he made that great- 
est of all sacrifices, the sacrifice of himself; 
he continues to make intercession for the sins 
olf the people, he gives the blessing to those 
who come to God by him, and is the Media- 
tor of the New Covenant of God with man. 
Seeing that we have a great High Priest that 
is passed into the Heavens, let us hold fast 
btir profession, says the Apostle, " provoking 
one another to love and to good works."t As 
well as Priest, he is after the order of Melchi- 
sedec, King also : ** unto us," says the Pro- 
phet Isaiah, *' a child is born, unto us a Son 
iS given, and the Government shall be upon 
his shoulder."]: Greater than Moses, to whom 
the people of the Lord were bound in allegi- 
ance to obey his law, the Christian world are 
bound to obey him, who is the King immor- 
tal, invisible, in the Heavens, whom the An- 
gels are commanded to worship. He is the 
Son of God, whom the heavenly messenger 
announced a:s such to the Virgin ; marked out 
by the Prophecy of David, as interpreted in 
the Epistle to the Hebrews, thou art my 
beloved Son, this day have I begotten thee. 
He is heir to his Father's power: he is the 
Lord over his Father's house. He is our 

* Luke iv. 18—19. Isaiah be. 1—2. f Hebrews x. 24. 

X Isaiah ix. 6, 
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Israel out of the wilderness was a type of the 
deliverance by him of Nazareth, who saved 
the world, his people from their sins. That 
name and the reason for it, the Angel assign- 
ed when he said to Joseph, '* And thou shalt 
call his name Jesus, for he shall save his peo- 
ple from their sins."* The word, Christ, sig- 
nifies anointed ; denoting thus, that Jesus pos- 
sessed those offices and honors to which, in 
the Eastern nations, anointing with oil made a 
part of the form of induction. These were 
among the Jews the offices of Prophet, Priest, 
and King, to which Jesus was "anointed with 
the Holy Ghost and with power."t -Ab a 
** Prophet," he foretold events which no human 
penetration could have foreseen, his own death 
and resurrection, the descent of the Holy 
Ghost on the Apostles, the destruction of Je- 
rusalem, and the miraculous success by means 
(to the eyes of man) so inadequate, of his Gos- 
pel, putting down idolatry, that had every 
where been established so long, under the au- 
thority of the state, and in the habits of the 
nations. As a Prophet also, a messenger sent 
to communicate the commands, and to explain 
the purposes of God to his people, he was the 
bearer of the Covenant of mercy, sent, as he 
announced himself in the Temple, ** to heal 
the broken hearted, to preach deliverance to 
the captives, and recovery of sight to the 

* Matthew i. 21. t Acts x. 38. 
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surdity to suppose, that the dismayed and 
disappointed Disciples could have formed any 
plan for carrying away the body, or that a 
Roman guard could have all fallen asleep on 
their post to permit it. The precautions ta- 
ken by the Jewish Priests must have been 
decisive against any pretended resurrection, 
effected by force or fraud, but when numer- 
ous witnesses asserted, that he was frequently 
after his death seen alive by them, when du- 
ring forty days, persons not to be deceived as 
to his identity, saw and conversed with him, 
then do these baffled precautions prove that 
the Gospel account is true, and that he rose 
by the miraculous power of God. Who can 
disbelieve the report of five hundred bre- 
thren, by whom at once he was seen?* On 
the third day then he rose from the dead, and 
after forty days remaining on earth, he was, 
in the presence of the eleven, " taken up" into 
the Heavens, ** and a cloud received him out 
of their sight."t *' He ascended into Hea- 
ven, and sitteth" as our Creed adds, " at the 
right hand of God, the Father Almighty, from 
whence he shall come to judge the quick and 
the dead/' For particulars, which cannot be 
subjects of human testimony, we have the 
support of inspiration and prophecy. David 
says, " the Lord said unto my Lord, sit thou 
on my right hand, until I make thine ene- 

* 1 Corinthians xv. 6. f Acts i. 9. 
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mies thy footstool."* Daniel in the same pro- 
phetic spirit, announces, that before the Son 
of man "the judgment was set, and the books 
were opened. "f " He is gone into Heaven," 
says the Apostle Peter, " and is on the right 
hand of God; Angels and authorities and pow- 
• ers being made subject unto him."! '' The 
Father," says our blessed Lord himself, 
"judgeth no man, but hath committed all 
judgment unto the Son,"|| and hath given 
him authority to execute judgment, because 
he is the Son of man."§ Pause, my beloved 
brethren, and for a moment, think on this 
gracious arrangement of divine love. *' Be- 
fore his judgment seat shall all appear, that 
every one may receive the things done in hia 
body, according to that he hath done, whe- 
ther it be good or bad."^ But he who sit- 
teth on that judgment seat is the Son of 
man — who was born in the flesh — who lived 
on the earth — who knows what is in man, the 
infirmity of the flesh, the strength of tempta- 
tion, the deceitfulness of the heart, the im- 
perfection of our best services ; he will not be. 
extreme to mark what is done amiss : " with 
the Lord is mercy, with him is plenteous re-^ 
demption."** If he must punish the trans- 
gressor, he will remember no more the sins 
of the penitent. 

* Psalm ex. 1. t Dan. vii. 10. t 1 Peter iii. 22, || John v. 22. 
§ John V. 27. % 2 Cor. v. 10. ** Psalm cxxx. 7. 
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The third paragraph of the Creed begins 
as each of the former. The words *'I believe" 
have therefore the same extent, and intimate 
indirectly a belief in the Divinity of the Holy 
Ghost. The word is identical with Spirit. 
The Divine existence of the Holy Spirit is 
proved from numerous texts in Scripture, of 
which it may generally be stated, that they 
give to him the name of God — they ascribe to 
him the attributes and offices of God — and 
that they associate him in terms of equal res- 
pect and consideration with the Father and 
the Son. ** The lie to the Holy Ghost" with 
which St. Peter charges Ananias in one verse 
of the fifth chapter of the Acts, is in the very 
next verse termed, '"^ a lie against God."* 
*^ Know ye not," says St. Paul, " that ye are 
the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God 
dwelleth in you?"t " Know ye not," says 
the same Apostle to the same Corinthians, 
** that your body is the temple of the Holy 
Ghost which is in you?"| If their bodies were 
thus indifferently temples of the Holy Ghost, 
and temples of God, does not the'Apostle evi- 
dently pronounce the Holy GhoSt to be God ? 
The attributes and powers and offices of God 
are accordingly attributed to him in Scripture : 
he is called '' the eternal Spirit" — he is said 
to quicken, or give life to the dead-^to abide 
with the followers of Christ for ^Ver — " to 

* Acts V. 3, 4. t 1 Cor. iii. 16. X 1 Cor. vi. 19. 
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search all things, yea the deep things of 
God "* — Now that which is eternal is not 
created: that which is omniscient is God. 
Not less indeed can we account him, when 
" blasphemy against him is never to be for- 
given." Nor is he an inferior or dependant 
God, when St. Paul places in his solemn, form 
of blessing, the fellowship of the Holy Ghost 
as co-ordinate with the love of God, and the 
grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ. But our 
Lord in his Commission to his Apostles, com* 
manding them to "baptize in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost" has decided the question ; for it can- 
not be conceived that he would have used 
words in their obvious meaning, declaring an 
equality of the three persons in the divine na- 
ture, if only one of them had been truly God, 
and the others dependant on his creation, or 
attributes of his energy. What shall we say 
then of that vanity, which will make distinc- 
tions in what our Lord has thus made equal ? 
Distinctions too refined for general under- 
standing — supported by forced and unnatural 
construction of passages that are plain, and 
texts that are strong? Does not the word 
" He" denote a distinct person? Ard not the 
actions of understanding, and willing, and 
teaching, and helping, and strengthening, as- 
cribed to him ? Yet these are the terms which 

* 1 Corintliians ii. 10. 
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the Socinian will tell you are figurative : be- 
cause he must know more than God has been 
plea^d to communicate, he will perplex and 
sophisticate that which God has communica- 
ted. Rather learn, my beloved brethren, the 
lesson which these mysteries were perhaps 
left unexplained to teach you : " avoid pro- 
fane and vain babblings, and oppositions of 
science falsely so called,"* put forward by 
those who ** neither understand what they 
say, nor whereof they affirm. "t 

Your Creed goes on next to recite a belief 
in "the Holy Catholic Church, and in the 
Communion of Saints." When Peter had 
made his confession, and acknowledged that 
his Master was the Christ, the Son of the liv- 
ing God, our Lord took occasion to say that 
** on this rock," on that confession, as on a 
firm and immoveable foundation, " he would 
build his Church, and the gates of Hell should 
not prevail against it. "J We believe then 
that by our Lord's appointment, there was 
founded, and according to our Lord's promise 
there shall continue always upon the earth, a 
Church, or Religious Society of persons, who 
shall keep up a faith in his name, and a know- 
ledge of his word ; which neither the strength 
of wicked opposition from without, nor yet 
the devices of heresy and contention and false 
teachers from within, shall overthrow: but 

* I Tim. vi. 20. f 1 Tim. i. 7. i Matt. xvi. 18. 

u 
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which after being " militant on earth," resist- 
ing the host of adversaries here, shall be tri- 
umphant in Heaven. " Built on the founda- 
tion of Apostles and Prophets, Christ himself 
is the chief Comer-stone : in whom all the 
building, fitly framed together, groweth unto 
a Holy Temple in the Lord."* That Church 
must be " Holy," for " Christ gave himself for 
it that he might sanctify and cleanse it:"t 
and it is " Catholic," for he gave his Apostles 
commission to "teach all nations, "J and its 
members are ** redeemed to God, out of every 
kindred, and tongue, and people, and na- 
tion. "|| But to call any particular Church, 
" Catholic," that is universal,* or " infallible," 
when every successive member of it is falli- 
ble — is an inconsistency, not to be found in 
the Church of England's faith. 

Saints are holy persons : the term by some 
of the Epistles might seem to belong to those 
baptized into the Church. By such fellow- 
ship as becometh " Saints," all Christians are 
to uphold the Church of Christ. Possessing 
the same spiritual blessings, heirs of the same 
promises, our Communion is to be of love and 
charity ; " not forsaking the assembling toge- 
ther, "§ but " giving thanks unto the Father, 
which hath made us meet to be partakers of 
the inheritance of the Saints in light."^ Ha- 

* Ephes. ii. 20. f Ephes. v. 25—26. J Matthew xxviii. 19. 
II Rev. V. 9. § Heb. x. 25. % Col. i. 12. 
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tred, strife, envy, variance, wrath, with these 
" the unfiniitful works of darkness. Christians 
are to have no fellowship."* Those persons 
cannot understand this article of their faith 
who, from slight differences on points of no 
vital importance, are anxious to break the 
unity of the Church, or who on any pre- 
sumed incompetency in its local or temporary 
administration, estrange themselves from its 
public worship. Hear the language of Apos- 
tolic zeal in St, Paul's address to his Corin- 
thian Converts, "Now I beseech you, bre- 
thren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that ye all speak the same thing, and that 
there be no divisions among you : but that ye 
be perfectly joined together in the same mind 

and in the same judgment, "f 

The blessings conferred by our Lord on his 
Holy Church, on the members of its union in 
charity and love, our Creed concludes by reci- 
ting. These are the forgiveness of our sins on 
earth, and the admission into our Lord's King- 
dom in Heaven. Sinners from the corruption 
of our nature, sinners from our actual and per- 
sonal transgression of God's commands, God 
sent his Son on earth to release us from the pe- 
nalty denounced and deserved. " Christ his 
own self bare our sins in his own body on the 
tree :"| and "he is the propitiation for our 
8ins."|| But, can any hope to be forgiven the 

* Eph. V. 11. 1 1 Cor. i. 10. 1 1 Peter ii. 24. || 1 John ii. 2. 

u2 
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sins for which he is not sorry ? Can any expect 
to be saved, while he disbelieves the means ap- 
pointed for his Salvation ? No, my Christian 
brethren, the whole Gospel teaches that with- 
out repentance and without faith, there is no 
share in Christ's atonement, there is no for- 
giveness for the sinner. To believe this arti- 
cle of your faith then, is to repent in Godly 
sorrow for your sins, and to receive into your 
hearts the truth as it is in Christ Jesus. 

" Risen from the dead, our Lord became 
the first fruits of them that slept."* In his 
crucified body, as is evident from his convic- 
tion of the incredulous Apostle, he rose from 
the dead. Even so early as the time of the 
Patriarch, that the Redeemer lived, and that 
in his flesh, after worms should destroy hife 
body. Job should yet see God, was at least his 
individual belief. In what manner the two 
elements of which man consists are united to- 
gether, or how the scattered particles after 
dispei'sion and dissolution are to be reunited 
we know not. But in that most interesting 
Chapter of St. Paul's address to the Corin- 
thians, which our Church has transferred into 
the burial service, we have a full confirma- 
tion of the Creed of the Church, when he says 
** This corruptible must put on incorruption, 
and this mortal must put on immortality."t 
Immortal — subject to no other death — un-. 
changeable — without end — that this is the 

* 1 Corinthians xv. 20. f I Corinthians xv. 53. 
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property of the life which is to come after this 
life, every passage in the Scriptures which 
speaks of the final destination of man, deci- 
dedly pronounces. Indeed to the idea of 
Christian reward and punishment, this seems 
essential : for to be in continued expectation 
of an end to our happiness, would be a state 
of misery, while to know that our torments 
would have an end, would be to change them 
into trials — into expiations — into means to 
procure, or ways to arrive at happiness. Fi- 
gurative in some respects the Scriptural des- 
criptions of a future state may be, but words 
in a literal sense cannot more strongly speak 
their eternity. Our Lord in his account of 
the awful day of general retribution — the re- 
surrection of the just and of the unjust says, 
" And these shall go away into everlasting 
punishment: but the righteous into life eter- 
nal."* With this most important object of a 
Christian's belief, with this awful state of the 
whole rational world for all eternity, your 
Creed concludes. Be it yours, my Christian 
brethren, to place your reliance on the merits 
and the mediation of your Redeemer, your 
hope in the sanctifi cation of the Holy Spirit, 
that " being made free from sin, and become 
servants to God, you may have your fruit 
unto holiness and the end everlasting life."t 

NoTB. — For observations on the Nicene and Athanasian 
Creed, vide Sermon the Eleventh. 

* Matthew xxv. 46. f Romans vi. 22, 
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/ exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, im^ 
ter cessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men. 

We are now arrived at that office called in 
your Prayer books the Litany, or as that word 
by its derivation means the General Suppli- 
cation. It is an office of peculiar solemnity 
and calls for a distinct discourse, to illustrate 
its objects, to explain its arrangement, and to 
enable the congregation to join with under- 
standing and with fervour in its petitions. 
It is also called the General Supplication, for 
though the sentences in it are addresses to 
God from the Minister, the congregation im- 
mediately make each their own, either by re- 
peating it, or by some form of appropriate 
words which they recite after him. The drift 
of the whole is, a supplication that God would 
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release the people from the pressure of his 
wrath, and deliver them from those sins which 
have drawn it down upon them : that he would 
vouchsafe to them such temporal blessings, as 
may be safely permitted them, and such spi- 
ritual ones, as without his gracious assistance 
they cannot hope to attain. Those who ob- 
jected that the Confession at the beginning of 
the Morning Prayer was too general, must 
withdraw that objection when they come to 
the Litany, and must commend the distinct- 
ness with which it enumerates every thing 
that should be deprecated, and every thing 
that should be solicited. Those who object 
that some parts of it seem to be repetitions of 
what had been said before in the morning 
prayers, should be told that this was origin- 
ally a distinct service, performed at a dilSe- 
rent time from the prayers. When we are 
aware how difficult the complexity of this 
world's engagements makes it, to draw toge- 
ther a number of people to the business of the 
next, we shall at once see the reason why se- 
veral services are brought within the compass 
of one attendance at the place of public wor- 
ship. Originally the Litany was an office for 
the two days of most earnest devotion in the 
primitive Church. Wednesday on which our 
Lord was apprehended by his enemies, and 
Friday on which he was crucified. That the 
service on the Lord's day should not be less 
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solemn than on any other, it was afterwards 
appointed to be said on Sundays also. And 
a service it is of awful solemnity and of fer- 
vent devotion : so general, that every Chris- 
tian may join in it ; yet so specific in its de- 
tail, as to omit nothing which can with pro« 
priety be made matter of Christian request. 

It opens with an invocation, first to each 
person of the Holy Trinity separately, and 
next to the three persons jointly, entreating 
them to " have mercy on us, " miserable" and 
therefore objects of compassion, " sinners" and 
therefore standing in need of mercy. The 
offices of our Church are for believers in re- 
vealed religion : they are a Christian com- 
ment on the Holy Scriptures, which compro- 
mises none of its truths, nor keeps its myste- 
ries out of view. The believer in the Gospel 
finds there, that all are concluded under sin, 
and that the redemption is brought about by 
the co-operating grace of the three Holy per- 
sons in whom the Godhead is united. At the 
entrance on this devout office therefore, he 
disclaims all merit of his own, and acknow- 
ledges himself and those associated with him 
in the performance to be sinners, and he re-, 
gisters his belief in the Divinity of each per-; 
son distinctly of the Holy Trinity, addressing 
them separately as God the Father, God the. 
Son, and God the Holy Ghost, and in the last 
sentence of the invocation, he considers those 
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three persons but as one God, and from the 
Trinity so constituted he entreats mercy on 
his sins. He then that would join in the Li- 
tany with our Church, must be prepared, by 
the confession of a true faith, "to acknowledge 
the glory of the eternal Trinity, and in the 
power of the Divine Majesty to worship the 
Unity." 

After these acknowledgments of our sins, 
and repeated supplications for the divine mer- 
cy, we turn to the second person of the Holy 
Trinity, deprecating what we know we have 
such cause to dread, his taking vengeance of 
our sins, and his remembrance of our offences. 
With these we join the offences of our forefa- 
thers, the judgments on which deferred in 
their days, may have led us perhaps to con- 
clude that we may tread in their steps with a 
like impunity. "Because sentence against 
an evil work is not executed speedily, the 
heart of the sons of men is fully set in them 
to do evil."* But against this erring con- 
conclusion, the words of the Lord in his com- 
mandment, that he will " visit the sins of the 
fathers upon the children unto the third and 
fourth generation/' pronounce decisively. We 
know that such offences often intercept, from 
their polluted descendants, natural blessings ; 
that they may not endanger our spiritual 
safety, we entreat of our Lord Jesus Christ to 

* Ecclesiastes viii. 11. 
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spare us. That the measure of their iniquity 
be not filled up by our imitation of their of- 
fences, we entreat of him^ resting our hope <Mi 
that " good Lord," of whom we have recdrred 
such transcendent testimony in the redemp* 
tion of his people. Our entreaty is mxt that 
he be not angry, for we know that we tone 
sinners, and have provoked him to anger x 
but we entreat of him, that we may be allowed 
to hope for the coming of a time, when his 
chastisement shall be at an end, that he ^^ be 
not angry with us for ever." With th^ Lorded 
people of old, we say in the words of the Pror 
phet, *' our righteousness is but filthy rags — 
our iniquities like the wind have taken us 
away :"* and we make their request our own, 
built on the sameness of our relation. **Be not 
wroth very sore, O Lord, neither remember 
iniquity for ever: behold, see, we beseech 
thee, we are all thy people."! "Spare i», 
good Lord" that we may have time to repent 
us of our sins, and that we turn to thee with 
our whole heart, and that iniquity be not ous 
ruin. 

The same that the Lord shewed himself, at 
the time of the Captivity in Babylon, to the 
three pious men who spurned die worship 
of the Idol, even under the threat of being 
thrown into the burning fiery furnace, the 
same will he shew himself to all who put theii: 

* Isaiah bdv. 6. f Isaiah bdv. 9. 
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teust in him, the same deliverance from tem- 
poral and spiritual adversaries^ he who re- 
deemed man will be alike ready to vouchsafe 
to his worshippers, as he who created them. 
And now, having obtained i\\ the first instance 
the divine forbearance, we proceed in the 
next to look forward for deliverance from the 
depravity of sin, and the punishment which is 
its consequence. In five deprecations follow- 
ing, (sentences which contain a most compre- 
hensive enumeration) throwing ourselves on 
the goodness of the Lord, we entreat of him 
whom we serve to deliver us ; in the first, ge- 
nerally from ** all evil and mischief," " from 
sin" in all the varieties of its shapes and modes, 
from the cause which leads us to it, "the 
temptations of the evil one," and the dread- 
ful consequences, "the wrath of God and 
everlasting damnation" which follow it : and 
in the sentences succeeding this, we entreat 
him to deliver us specially from those vices 
that are most influential or most frequent, 
most deadly or most deceitful. Thus we en- 
treat of him who we know can open the eyes 
of the blind, that of his goodness he will deli- 
ver us from that blindness of heart, under 
the influence of which we entertain vain-glo- 
rious opinions of ourselves, and cherish within 
our breasts malevolent afifections towards our 
neighbours : under which the habitual sinner 
perceives not that he is walking in the paths 

v2 
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of death, that he is become a dupe to the de^ 
lusions of the world, and a prey to deceits of 
the adversaries of his salvation. 

After deprecating the evils which affect our 
spiritual part, we come to those connected 
with them in which our temporal interests are 
concerned. If we have prayed as we ought 
in those three deprecations for deliverance 
from sin, we may with more assured hope, 
pray for deliverance from the misery by di- 
vine appointment its associate. It is true that 
those on whom the tower at Siloam fell, might 
not have been sinners above all those who es^ 
caped the destruction, but it is equally true 
that God from the storehouse of universal na- 
ture, may commission what instruments he 
chooses, to wreak his vengeance. To him 
who casts forth his lightnings to consume, and 
sends abroad his arrows to scatter — to him 
whom the winds and the seas obey, we may 
look for control over the fire and the tempest. 
Of him we seek deliverance from temporal 
suffering, whether produced by the operation 
of the elements, or by the waywardness of 
man's violence, whether the calamity be to the 
nation, as the pestilence and famine, or to the 
individual, as the murder or the death, which 
leaves him not time to prepare for a final 
reckonings with his God. From the same di- 
vine goodness, we entreat deliverance on be- 
half of the state, from the desolations of civil 
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war, and the factions which excite to rebel- 
lion; we entreat it for the Church from er- 
ror in doctrine advancing to separation and 
schism : and knowing how dreadful must be the 
state of those, whom public or private cala- 
mity cannot soften, whose hearts are hardened 
against the compunctions of conscience and 
the suggestions of the Spirit, who despise the 
instructions of God's word, and have a pride 
and a pleasure in disobeying his command- 
ments, we pray that we be not given over to a 
reprobate mind, or estranged from the influ- 
ence of God's grace; we deprecate as the 
last and severest of God's judgments, "all 
hardness of heart, and contempt of his word 
and commandments." 

. The response of the people after each sen- 
tence by the Minister, shews that they adopt 
his antecedent words as their own, and that, 
disclaiming all merit on their part, they found 
their hopes of deliverance on the merits of 
Christ, whose goodness they thus celebrate. 
For, that the " good Lord" in their responses 
is Christ Jesus, besides what has been said be- 
fore, is most incontestably established by tlie 
two sentences of obsecration, as they are call- 
ed, which now come before us. In these we 
importune the Lord, by a recital of all that the 
Lord Jesus lias done and suffered for us, be- 
ginning from the mystery of his Holy incar^ 
nation, and going on to his glorious resurrecr 
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tion and ascension, and to the comiag of tb^ 
Holy Ghost, to qualify the Apostles to preach 
the Gospel unto all nations. The form of these 
obsecrations is from St. Paul, who frequently 
uses it in his Epistles, and the particulars rer 
cited are those by the means and for the sake 
of which, we hope for his interference to deli- 
ver us. We trust that he, who took on him ouv' 
flesh, and in that capacity met the trials of th0 
tempter, who humbled himself even to the 
death upon the Cross for our sins, and who rose 
again for our justification, will not leaye ht9 
work unfinished : that the Lord will deliver his 
people from the evils which they deprecate 
here, and at the last will receive them, through 
his loving mercy and goodness, into the inheri-r 
tance, which he hath purchased for them by 
his blood. Necessary as we know his gracious 
co-operation to be at all times, there are pet 
riods when the danger with which we are asr 
sailed, or the eventful crisis which we have to 
encounter, makes the divine assistance indis-^ 
pensably our hope of security : some need it 
in the querulous fretfulness and envious im* 
patience of tribulation, some in the wanton 
careles^iess and impious self-sufiiciency of 
prosperity ; all in the hour » when . their ac^ 
count with this world is to close, all in th0 
day in which their doom is to be sealed for 
ever. The Lord grant unto us all, that we 
may find mercy of the Lc^d in that day* 
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Gommand^ dd we are by St. Paul to make 
intercession for all men, we now proceed, sin- 
ners though we be ourselves, yet relying on 
the goodness of him who " is wont to give more 
than either we desire or deserve," to suppli- 
cate his mercy on our brethren, in sentences 
expressive of the variety of their relations to 
ud, and the variety of their wants. As the 
Church of Christ, the Church universal, is of 
all concerns the greatest in importance and 
Extent, that by God s governance it " be kept 
in the right way" is the first of these. Look- 
ing then to our own particular Church, and 
banning with its temporal head, we pray 
that our King be strengthened in ** the true 
worship," and have his heart " ruled in the 
faith and fear" of the Lord, that his life be 
righteous, and that his reign be prosperous. 
In the Rdya^l family, knowing the influence of 
high example ttnd contemplating the succes- 
sor to the throne, we pray for their spiri- 
tual blessing, and their temporal preservation. 
After the example of St. Paul, who desired 
his Thessalonian brethren to pray for the Mi- 
nisters of God, " that the word of the Lord 
may have free couree and be glorified,"* we 
pray in like manner, by the congregation, that 
the different orders of the Christian Minis- 
try may be ** illuminated with true knowledge 
and understanding of God's Word ;" while the 

* 2 lliessaloiiiaiis Hi. 1. * 
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end held out, *' that by their preaching and 
living they may set it forth and shew it ac- 
cordingly," connects this intercession with the 
morals of the state and the happiness of the 
people* For tlie people indeed, after having 
first prayed for those who are in authority 
over them, that they being endued with grace^ 
wisdom, and understanding, may execute jus- 
tice and maintain the truth, we pray to God 
for blessing and protection, as far as they are 
his people, for so far only has the Lord, who 
knoweth who are his and who is holy, promised 
his blessing ; but not confining our philan- 
thropy to a single state or a particular dis- 
trict, we concl ude this series of intercessionsr 
for man in the aggregate state, by a prayer 
in the extended spirit of Christian Charity 
for " all nations" on the earth, beseeching 
God that he may grant them, among each 
other and within themselves, " unity, peace, 
and concord." 

From the collective, we come now to make 
our intercessions for man in his individual ca- 
pacity, and in the four following supplications 
we pray for benefits on him of a spiritual 
kind, in sentences which mark a gradual ex- 
tent of their objects. We begin with a prayer 
for the congregation, " for our selves j' that the 
true principles of piety may be rooted in our 
hearts, and lead us to live diligently after 
God's Commandments. Next we pray for 
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the " increase of grace on all the people of 
the Lord :" and going then beyond the pale, 
to such as have not yet been " brought into 
the way of truth," we pray for the conversion 
of the unbeliever and the reformation of the 
sinner. In the fourth supplication we include 
every description of moral agent, whether he 
** standeth or hath fallen," we pray for the spi- 
ritual blessing appropriate to the respective 
state of each, even to the beating down under 
our feet that evil spirit, which is the common 
enemy of mankind. But man is not solely a 
spiritual being, his corporeal concerns force 
themselves oh his attention, and in due subor- 
dination to those of the next life, his wants in 
this claim our notice. For those under cir- 
cumstances of peculiar distress and exposure, 
brotherly love will offer up therefore its com- 
passionate prayer; and in the intercessions 
which follow, it not only commends to the di- 
vine " succour, help, and comfort, all that are 
in danger, necessity, and tribulation" general- 
ly, but it enumerates then distinctly, the class- 
es in hazards most imminent, or in indigence 
most afflicting, and lest any should in this ca- 
talogue have been omitted, it beseeches the 
Lord of his goodness " to have mercy upon 
all men." This general prayer the man of 
natural benevolence might utter ; the Chris- 
tian shews that there is no reserve to reduce 
its universality : he prays even for those whom 

w 



170 ON THE LITAXT. [Sebmov IX- 

heathen philanthropy wofuld hare excluded 
from a share in its prayers, he prays for his 
enemies, persecutors, and danderers, that 
God may ^^ forgire them, and may turn their 
hearts." 

These admirable sentences of intercession 
close with two supplications of comprehensive 
import, one for the supply of our bodily ne- 
cessities, by giving us ^^ the wholesome fruits 
of the earth," the other for the relief of our 
spiritual wants, by giving us true repentance, 
and forgiveness of our past offences, and the 
grace of his Holy Spirit, by which we may 
be enabled to make his holy word the rule of 
our future lives. Without this we can do no- 
thing: with it we may entertain the hope, 
that the prayers offered up by the Minister, 
and in the repetition of the words assigned 
them in this service, made their own by the 
congregation, the prayers for themselves and 
for their brethren in the world, may of God's 
goodness meet acceptance, and bring down 
on them and us, through Christ, a blessing. 
For these in the short sentences which follow, 
we importune with earnestness our Lord of 
his goodness to hear them : addressing our- 
selves to him as the divine Son, whose know- 
ledge and whose power are without measure, 
as the lamb that suffered for our sins, and as 
the anointed that fills for our uses the offices 
of Mediator and High Priest, we entreat a- 
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gracious hearing for all the supplications we 
have offered. We conclude' then this part of 
the Litany, as is done in other parts of the 
Church Service, by three solicitations, one to 
each of the persons of the Holy Trinity, en- 
treating them to have mercy on us; thus 
keeping to what was the original Litany which 
ended here with that confession of faith in 
the Holy Trinity with which it had begun. 
Hitherto it has been a general supplication 
deprecating in a comprehensive induction all 
the evils to which man is subject, and solicit- 
ing all the blessings which it is thought consis- 
tent with God's goodness to bestow on the se- 
veral conditions of men, in their various de- 
grees and circumstances of distress. But here 
it begins to assume a different character: what 
follows is known to have been composed about 
six hundred years after our Lord's death, 
when the barbarous nations began to overrun 
the Christian world, and to persecute the pro- 
fessors of the Christian faith. What we now 
enter on, may originally have had respect to 
the afflictions of that period ; but militant as 
the Church is still on earth, beset with ene- 
mies spiritual and temporal, from within and 
from without, we shall find the matter which 
it contains, applicable even at the present 
day, and important at all times. 

This second office begins with the Lord's 
prayer, the ancients having suffered no ser- 

w 2 
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vice to be performed in the Church, without 
this model of perfect prayer being laid before 
the congregation. This is followed by two 
short sentences, in which we acknowledge 
that for our evil deeds we worthily deserve to 
be punished, but entreat of the Lord that he 
will confirm the testimony of the Psalmist; 
** that he will not deal with us after y (that is 
according to) our sins, nor reward us accord- 
ing to, and after the measure of, our iniqui- 
ties."* We then oflfer up to him on whose 
mercy alone we rely, who despiseth not the 
desire of the sorrowful, a prayer that he will 
hear our cry whensoever adversities oppress 
us, that through the providence of his good- 
ness, the subtlety of adversaries, visible and 
invisible, may be unavailing, and that unhurt' 
by persecution, we may be permitted to resort 
to his holy Church to give thanks for our pre- 
servation. This prayer is indeed pronoimced 
by the Minister alone, but the people being 
invited by the words *' Let us pray" to join 
him, it is in fact and as the subject matter 
points out, theirs as well as his. The suppli- 
cation subjoined by the people in the words 
of David, ** O Lord, arise, help us, and deli- 
ver us for thy name's sake"t declare their 
assent ; and when the Minister adverts, as the 
foundation of their hope of deliverance, to the 
" noble acts which God had done in the days 

* Psalm ciii. 10. . t Psalm budx. 5. 
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of their progenitors," the people renew their 
supplication, that the honor of these noble 
works may be renewed by the divine assis- 
tance now vouchsafed to their followers in the 
faith. But until the period shall arrive, when 
God may deem it meet to release us from our 
afflictions, we pray for ^pport under their 
oppression: we supplicate in short alternate 
ejaculations, pity for our sorrows, and forgive- 
ness of the sins by which we have deserved 
them ; we entreat of him, who assuming our 
nature became the son of David, in the flesh 
for our redemption, favorably and with mercy 
to hear our prayers, relying on Christ our 
Lord, for a reception of them as gracious, as 
our trust in him is sincere. The substance 
h{ these grounds of hope is then summed up 
by the Minister, with the invited assent of 
the congregation, in one short and admirable 
prayer, in which we shew ourselves sensible 
of our infirmities, and beseech our Heavenly 
Father, with mercy to look upon them, ac- 
knowledging that we righteotisly y that Ib justly 
have deserved afflictions, we beg that yet for 
the glory of God's name, they may be turned 
from us; that we may not in our troubles 
swerve from our trust in him, but may pa- 
tiently endure in our rightful service, in holi- 
ness and pureness of living, to the advance- 
ment of his glory, and the honor of his name. 
Disclaiming any. merits, cyi ouv part, for the 
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success of this, as indeed of all our petitions^ 
we rest on the advocacy of him, who died for 
our sins and sits at the right hand of the Fa- 
ther to make supplication for our pardon. 

This prayer taken from the Romish ritual 
affords a striking instance of the sound judg- 
ment which the Compilers of our Liturgy 
shew in their adopting prayers from this 
source. This prayer is taken from their ser- 
vice, but in that God is entreated to turn from 
us all evils ** for the sake of the intercession 
of his saints." The Liturgy of a Church which 
owns no intercessor but the Lord Jesus, not 
only removes this, but inserts a new clause of 
security for the reformed faith, ** grant that 
in all our troubles, we may put our whole 
trust and confidence in thy mercy." 

After this prayer are introduced occasional 
prayers, for deliverance from any pressure of 
public calamity which the nation at any time 
may sustain, as well as the supplications al- 
ready adverted to, for the regular administra- 
tion of public affairs, in the manner which 
may best promote the maintenance of true 
Religion, and the well being of the State. 
Though the enumeration of human wants and 
sufferings in the Litany be copious, yet it is 
of necessity general : now there may be sea- 
sons, when some specific blessing or some 
specific deliverance may be of such vital im- 
portance to the community, as to require that 
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provision should be made for extraordinary 
importunity by appropriate prayers, or for 
specific giving of thanks where such gra- 
cious deliverance has been vouchsafed. Our 
Church supplies us with forms for both : 
forms of supplication on occasions of the most 
usual general calamity, as tumult, plague, 
famine, &c. &c., and forms of thanksgiving 
where God of his mercy has heard our prayers 
and removed our affliction. In the Psalms, 
the Hymns after the Lessons, and other parts 
of the earlier service, the language of thanks- 
giving was mingled with that of praise ; but 
at the last review of the Liturgy, to the deli- 
verance from special afflictions, it was thought 
expedient to prefix that general thanksgiv- 
ing in your Prayer books, which now makes 
a part of the daily service of your Church. 
And a most perspicuous and beautiful sum- 
mary it is, of the blessings, temporal and 
spiritual, which we have received at God's 
hand, beginning with our entrance into this 
life, and rising to our hope of glory in the 
next. ** In him we live, and move, and have 
our being:"* our existence is preserved by his 
Almighty power, and derives its every com- 
fort from his fatherly goodness. But what 
are these compared with the redemption, 
which his inestimable love has bestowed on 
his unworthy servants ? What thanks do we 

* Acts xvii. 28. 
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not owe to him, for those means by which hii^ 
grace is made effectual in the hope of glory- 
strengthened and confined to the faithful in 
Christ Jesus. Not resting on the weak efforts 
of our own gratitude, we beseech our great 
benefactor himself to give us that due sense 
of all his mercies, that the seed of lively gra- 
titude may take root in our hearts, to bring 
forth its fruit in our lives* 

The Litany concludes, as does the morning 
service when it is not recited, with the prayer 
called, a prayer of St. Chrysostom, and the 
blessing on the congregation. The pious and 
learned composers of our Liturgy were above 
the modem affectation of novelty, and adopted 
in preference, what had been sanctioned by 
the former use of a congregation. From an 
ancient Liturgy by one of the venerable Fa- 
thers of the Church, a man skilled in the 
knowledge of God's word, and exemplary in 
its practice, they took this last prayer, offered 
at morning service. It is evidently a prayer 
to the Lord Jesus Christ, whom you will ob- 
serve, it addresses under the title of Almighty 
God , for the promise referred to was his pro- 
mise,* it is a conclusive and energetic renewal 
of all the supplications which we have offered, 
beginning with a recital of two grounds on 
which it hopes they may be favorably heard : 
first our experience of God's grace, by which 

* Matthew xviii. 19, 20. 
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we have been just now led to make our com- 
mon, our united supplications unto him : and 
secondly, the stability of our Lord's promise, 
that when a congregation, however small, '' is 
gathered together in his name, there is he in 
the midst of them"* to grant their requests. 
On these grounds we beg of the Lord to ful- 
fil the desires and petitions of us his servants : 
leaving it to his wisdom however, equally 
good often in refusing, as in complying with 
our wishes, to regulate the.assent by their ex- 
pediency : but still praying absolutely for two 
things — for which no importunity can be too 
great, and no solicitation inexpedient — "for 
the knowledge of God's truth in this life, and 
in that which is to come, life everlasting." 

The Morning Service concludes with a 
blessing or prayer of benediction, offered up 
by the Minister for himself and for the con- 
gregation, in conformity with the usage of the 
Christian Church, and the Apostolic conclu- 
sions to their Epistles. '' On this wise," says 
the Lord, ''shall ye bless the children of Is- 
rael, saying unto them : the Lord bless thee, 
and keep thee : the Lord make his face shine 
upon thee, and be gracious unto thee: the 
Lord lift up his countenance upon thee, and 
give thee peace. "t After this divine model, 
which in the distinct nature, as in the number 
of its blessings, might be shewn to contain an 

* Matthew xviii. 20. t Numbers vi. 23, &c. 
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allusion to the offices of the three persons of 
the adorable and ever blessed Trinity, we 
commit to them specially ourselves and our 
congregation : and may the redeeming grace 
of our Lord Jesus Christ to procure us par- 
don and justification, may the lovei of God to 
give us adoption and protection, and may the 
Holy Spirit, associating with our Spirit to 
sanctify our hearts, and to direct our wills, 
be with us all evermore. Amen. 



SERMON X. 



THE TEN COMMANDMENTS. 



MATTHEW XIX. 17. 
If thou wilt enter into life, keep the Commandments, 

The part which follows in the Sunday 
morning service, is wholly taken from what 
is called in your Prayer books ** The order of 
the Administration of the Lord's Supper, or 
Holy Communion." The Sacrament of the bo- 
dy and blood of Christ was celebrated in the 
early ages of Christianity as often as Prayers 
were offered in the Church : after the usage 
of the Apostles, whom we read of as '' conti- 
nuing daily with one accord in the temple 
and breaking bread from house to house."* 
When in aftertimes the administration of 
the Sacrament was less frequent, it was yet 
thought expedient to remind the congrega- 
tion of that sublime office, by the adoption of 

* Acts ii. 46. 
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the early part of the formulary. It was on 
other accounts of much importance, to have 
the reading of the Ten Commandments, and 
of the Epistle and Gospel introduced into the 
Sabbath-day's service. Each has promised 
at his baptism by his sureties, to keep God's 
Holy will and Commandments, which en- 
gagement, it is to be desired should be often 
brought before his view ; and the Epistle and 
Gospel, being appropriate to the division of 
the year by the Sabbath-days, at each Sab- 
bath should be repeated. These therefore 
come within the scope of the discourses which 
I proposed to deliver, in explanation of the 
Sunday morning service in the Church. 

The Ten Commandments constitute the 
chief subject for this day. The Command- 
ments are preceded by the Lord's Prayer, 
without which, as has been before mention- 
ed, no separate service is administered in our 
Church ; and by a prayer for that purity of 
intention, which will most effectually secure 
an attentive hearing, and lead to a faithful 
obedience. The Jewish people were sancti* 
lied before the delivery of the law : that we 
be not careless hearers but doers of th6 
word, we pray to him whose might is omni- 
potence, whose knowledge goes to the secrets 
of the thoughts, that our hearts be cleansed 
by the inspiration of his Holy Spirit, that we 
may make the love of God the directing prin^ 
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ciple of our minds, and his glory the end and 
object of our words and our works. Then 
follow the Commandments from the twentieth 
Chapter of the book of Exodus. They were 
delivered to the children of Israel assembled 
with a solemnity of the most impressive kind, 
with thunders, and lightnings, and the voice 
of the trumpet exceeding loud; and Mount 
Sinai was altogether in a smoke because the 
Lord descended upon it in fire. And the 
Lordealled Moses to the top of the ''* Mount," 
and the people removed and stood afar oft' 
and said unto Moses, ** speak thou with us 
and we will hear, but let not God speak with 
us lest we die."* And the children of Israel 
saw that Moses talked with the Lord of Hea- 
ven. He stood between the Lord and them 
at that time, to shew the word of the Lord, 
and that word was the THE TEN COM- 
MANDMENTS. These, Moses afterwards 
by special direction wrote on two tables of 
stone, and the ark of the Covenant in whicli 
they were deposited, was distinguished by pe- 
culiar honor and hallowed regard. The wa- 
ters of Jordan separated for it to pass over, 
the walls of Jericho fell down when it com- 
passed the city ; the men who laid on it un- 
holy hands received immediate punishment, 
and Solomon, when he built the temple, set 
out a particular place for its reception, in 

^ Exodus XX. 19. 
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which, as we read, it was laid up with great 
solemnity. Thus did the Jews keep up the 
remembrance of the Divine origin and deli- 
very of the Commandments: haj^y had it 
been for the nation, had they treasured up 
their contents in their hearts ! Happy had, 
they shewed them due respect in their deeds 
as well as in their temples ! 

It is true that the Mosaic dispensation is 
now at an end, and that the Jewish law has 
been abrogated by our Lord ; but yet, my 
brethren, not cme tittle of these Command- 
ments has passed away. While man shall 
continue a raticmal creature, while the nature 
of things shall continue as it is, while states 
and nations have the same common measure 
of good and evil, they never will — ^they never 
can pass away. For, on general principles, 
what government could be safe without res- 
traint on individual violence, without a test 
of truth, and a denunciation against perjury? 
What common sense could justify idolatry? 
What permission could neutralize robbery or 
adultery ? What religion could subsist without 
a season of public worship ? What license can 
give comfort to the murderer's conscience? 
What sufficient defence could be brought for- 
ward for neglect and dishonour of parents? 
Let policy, or let fashion, or let a temporary 
interest, or let a capricious love of innovation 
admit or encourage what is contrary to these 
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Commandments, and he who opposes them 
will feel no internal, no conscientious confi- 
dence in the justice of his acts, and the tri- 
umph of the innovator will be a short one. 
The world, as man is constituted, cannot sub- 
sist without them : the voice of unprejudiced 
reason in every man wiB approve them. They 
were therefore obligatory on the Gentiles; 
they were the law within themselves, to those 
who had never heard of the Jewish Establish- 
ment, and they bind the Christian world after 
that Establishment has been done away. For 
look into your Gospel and you will find, that 
our Lord, so far from abolishing them, has 
insisted on their observance : he freed them 
from the traditions which had made them of 
no effect : he explained them in their true 
spirit, as in his numerous observations on the 
Sabbath : and he restored the purity of their 
principle to its greatest extent, as in his com- 
ments upon several of them in his Sermon on 
the Mount. He abolished indeed the Ceremo- 
nial Law of the Jews, for he was the sum and 
substance of what it shadowed out, but what 
words can more strongly enforce the moral 
law than the words of the text ? When cali- 
led on publicly by a ruler of the Jews, who 
asked him what he should do to inherit eter- 
nal life, our Lord's answer was, *^ If thou wilt 
enter into life, keep the Commandments."* 

* Matthew xix. 17. 
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Here is a greater than Moses to promulgate 
them, and a greater sanction than Moses pro- 
mised, even the rewards of eternal life, held, 
out to enforce their observance. The Apos- 
tles frequently refer to them as of obligation 
indispensable ; and if in the Old Testament 
they are considered as resting on the autho- 
rity of him, who brought the Jews out of 
the house of bondage in the land of Egypt, 
into the fair a^nd goodly land of Canaan, in 
the New Testament we are taught, that the 
same Lord hath brought us from a bondage 
more deplorable, the bondage of sin, ♦to a 
land of promised rest more glorious, even a 
throne incorruptible in the Heavens. To the 
Jews, the mention of these circumstances in 
their recent history was an important incen- 
tive to obedience : to us, they may serve as al- 
lusions to what that history foreshewed, and to 
which it was a preparation : evincing thus, that 
the voice of God is uniform throughout the 
whole book of Revelation, and that Jesus of 
Nazareth is the consummation of the whole. 

The Commandments admit a general divi- 
sion, and are called the laws of the first and 
second tables: the first comprising our duty 
to God, the second our duty to our neighbour. 
In our division of them, our duty to God oc- 
cupies the four first, and our duty to our 
neighbour the six last. I say in our division^ 
for you should be apprized that another sect 
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©f Christians divides them diflferently. The 
Church of Rome makes the second of our 
Commandments but a part of the first, and 
in order to maintain the number ten, divides 
our tenth into two. Their use of images in 
their fioiises of worship, whatever they may 
say in explanation of it, having given occar 
sion to much objection, as a violation of the 
second Commandment, has led to their deli- 
vering our second in a manner which takes 
away from its importance. They make it but 
an explanatory addition to the precept of the 
first, and availing themselves of the compara- 
tively trivial nature which it would thus ap- 
pear to have, many of their books of devotion 
wholly omit the insertion of it. Now, it can- 
not be an explanation of the first, the subject 
matter of the two being so different : for while 
the first commands us to worship only the one 
true God, the second prohibits our worship- 
ping him under visible resemblance. And 
subdividing the tenth into two, to prohibit two 
different objects of desire, would have equally 
answered a subdivision into six, as six diffe- 
rent objects of coveting are prohibited in it. 
St. Paul certainly looked on the tenth but a^ 
one Commandment, when he gives the words, 
** thou shalt not covet,"* as he elsewhere does, 
'' thou shalt not kill," " thou shalt not steal,"t 
.as distinct and complete Commandments. 

.r "^ Romans vii. 7. f Romans xiii. 9« 

Y 
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To go into a detail of explanation on «acfa> 
of the Commandments specially, would lead 
me far beyond the measure of these discourr 
ses. It is besides, except in a very few par- 
ticulars, unnecessary. How differently is the 
same work performed by the hand of Qod 
and by the hand of man ! Here is a system 
of moral regulation, delivered more than three 
thousand years ago, and how little is there in 
its matter now liable to objection ! how little 
even in the expression is there, which at the 
present day is liable to misunderstanding! 
An objection indeed has been made to that 
passage in the second Commandment which 
represents God as visiting the sins of the fa- 
thers upon the children, unto the third and 
fourth generation of them that hate him. But 
such visitation is not more contradictory to 
our ideas of God's goodness, than what we see 
in the ordinary course of the world, where 
the iniquities of parents often bring down on 
their unhappy posterity, poverty, sickness, 
disgrace, and all the natural evils of this life. 
Children are often found to imitate, at least 
the popular vices of their parents, and thus 
of themselves become direct objects of God's 
punishments. The course of transmitted and 
hereditary delinquency may require some ad- 
ditional severity of correction, to stop the ac- 
cumulative progress of crime : at all events, 
what may injure an individual more than to 
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US he might appear to deserve (yet how ill- 
fitted are we to enter on such discussions !) 
ive may assure ourselves^ will by a God of 
Justice, at his appointed season, be compen- 
sated* Let us not then disquiet ourselves 
here, hy an attempt to reconcile the Divine 
declaration with the ideas which we may have 
formed of the Divine attributes : let us rather 
reflect on, and be comforted with the pro- 
mise, that God will " shew mercy unto thou- 
sands, in them that love him, and keep his 
Commandments. " 

The fourth Commandment has also met ob- 
jection, from persons affecting to consider the 
Sabbath merely as a Jewish Institution. Now 
the first mention of it occurs in the second 
chapter of the book of Genesis, immediately 
after the Creation, of which it was ordained 
to be a remembrance. If the benefit of that 
which it was to commemorate has extended 
to all men, ought not the Institution to be 
equally observed by all — ^without limitation of 
time or place? When enjoined in the Mosa- 
ical law it is prefaced by the words, " I am 
the Lord thy God, which brought thee out of 
the land of Egypt out of the house of bon- 
dage," but are we not aware, that this deli- 
verance of the Children of Israel was the t3rpe 
of that more powerful deliverance from the 
bondage of Sin by Jesus Christ ? When our 
Church in the Church Catechism,^ another of 

Y 2 
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its offices, recites these words, it is most clear 
that it looks to the Divine Authority of him 
who gave the Commandments as the ground 
of our obedience ; to the Jews in direct ex* 
pression — to Christians in symbolic represen- 
tation. Our Lord taught and frequented the 
worship in the Synagogues on the Sabbath 
day, and proclaimed the Son of Man Lord 
of it. His Apostles we find met together on 
one day in each week to preach and to break 
bread* — that is to celebrate the Holy Com- 
munion. The Jewish institute has thus open- 
ed out to a Christian Sabbath. The day of 
weekly rest with its necessity still continues—- 
the day of religious worship should return at 
equi-distant periods. These are most usefully 
united in the Commemoration of that day t in 
which the Lord of life burst from the bonds 
of the grave and opened to us a new Creation. 
Each effort of infidel philosophy to destroy 
the public mark of revealed religion has been 
defeated, and the Sabbath maintains its salu-» 
tary office. Worship does not oppose itself 
to the necessary uses of life, and rest is pre- 
vented from bringing round, for six days of 
labour and industry, a seventh of idleness and 
mischief. 

In the expression a few words of explana-* 
tion may be useful for one or two of the Com-' 
mandments. The third Commandment for-* 

* Acts xvii. 2. t Acta XX. 7. 
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bids taking *' God's name in vairi.'^ The 
word ^* vain" in Scripture is often used to de- 
note an appearance different from the reality, 
and signifies what is untrue, and therefore 
taking God's name in vain denotes principally 
calling on God to witness what the person 
knows to be a falsehood. But the expression 
^*in vain" also in Scripture signifies need- 
lessly, to no good purpose, and therefore this 
Commandment forbids likewise inconsiderate 
vows, unnecessary oaths, curses, and any ir- 
reverent mention of that name which should 
be hallowed above all. In the fifth Com- 
mandment the Scriptural meaning of the word 
** Honor" goes beyond the sense ordinarily at- 
tributed to it. It includes no doubt the res- 
pect and love, which together produce obe- 
dience, but it includes also support and main- 
tenance where th^se are wanted, and where 
they can be supplied. St. Paul speaks of 
the Elders as entitled to "double honor,"* 
assigning as a reason that "the labourer is 
worthy of his hire :" and our Saviour, where 
he speaks of such as did not honor their fa- 
ther and mother, but pretended that what 
should be given for their relief had been de^ 
voted to religious purposes, fixes the meaning 
of the word in the Commandment t Cer- 
tainly any thing short of this, is but a mockr 
iery of the precept, any thing contrary to it^ 

^ * 1 Timothy v, 17. f-Mark viL 11. 
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any unkind behaviour of children to parents 
is ungrateful, uncharitable, unchristian, and 
unnatural* The wording of the ninth Com- 
mandment " Thou shalt not bear false wit- 
ness against thy neighbour," might seem 
to pass without censure that friendly dishio^ 
nesty, which would bear false witness^br himi; 
This is however a paltry quibble, and the 
voice of perjury, whomsoever it may serve or 
whomsoever it may injure, is a breach of the 
Commandment. All men are our neighbours, 
and the false witness which is for one party 
is always against another. This it is in mat* 
ters of civil justice : in criminal, it is an injury 
to society at large, giving facility to crime by 
the violation of truth, and thus bearing false 
witness against many individuals. 

The Commandments contain our duty to 
God and our duty to our neighbour. In them 
is virtually included our duty to ourselves^ 
and thus our Church requires them to be 
read to the Congregation, as rules under the 
authority of God, for the conduct of every 
member of a Christian community. "That 
we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all 
Godliness and honesty." St. Paul exhorts* 
^*that supplication be made for Kings, and 
Ihose in authority." With us such collect foi 
the King has here peculiar propriety in con- 
nection with the Commandments just recited; 

♦ l^Timothy ii. 2. 
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eur King a^ temporal bead of the Church be- 
ing bound ta support the laws of the first ta- 
ble, while as supreme Magistrate of the state, 
it devolves on him to maintain and enforce 
the laws of the second. We entreat of God 
accordingly, that of his mercy for the whole 
Church, the King may be taught to know 
whose Minister he is, and the people to con- 
sider whose authority he bears : that the So-- 
vereign may seek the honor of God, and the 
subjects faithfully serve and humbly obey 
him — to the maintenance of the control of 
the law, to the happiness of the people, and 
to the preservation of the general tranquillity. 
Persons whose delight it is to find something 
in our Liturgy to cavil at, object to the epi- 
thets in some parts of our service applied to 
the Sovereign as temporal head of our Church. 
These are but terms of ordinary respect and 
proper courtesy, and certainly in every lan- 
guage such terms are allowed to pass, without 
any very precise enquiry into their original 
or definite acceptation. Here they belong to 
4he general character which the head of the 
Established Religion should bear, and they 
remind the individual of what is expected 
from him, and what is most suitable to the 
exalted office which he fills. But who ever 
supposed that Daniel in addressing the King 
oi Persia in the accustomed manner *' O King 
live for ever,"* was utteri|^g a prayer that he 

* Paniel vi. 21. 
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might be free from the ordinary fate of mor- 
tal life ? Or who ever thought of looking in 
the life of Festus for the qualities which dig- 
nify true nobility, because St. Paul had call-: 
ed him "most noble Festus?"* 

Many of the Commandments of the second 
table have been delivered in the most com-* 
pressed form, and little consideration is re- 
quired to see, that consistent with obedience 
to the precise letter, much injury might yet 
be done to our neighbour, and many evila 
against the public welfare be unforbidden and 
unreproved in the table of man's duty. When 
our Lord adverts to several of them in his 
Sermon on the Mount, he goes beyond the liter 
ral precept — he ascends to the source — he im- 
presses the principle — he unfolds its extent — 
he justifies the analogies — he sets aside the 
narrow restrictions — he specifies unthought of 
particulars, as included in the general form. 
In the Church Catechism, our duties to God 
and to our neighbour, are given at full length, 
as deduced from the Commandments, and it 
must be evident to any person who looks into 
these, that many things are there required, 
not directly to be found in the two tables. 
To shew you however, that these are fairly 
deducible from what is directly said, may 
be of considerable advantage, and I shall 
employ the remainder of this discourse, in 
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shewing you the principles^ according to which, 
the inferences are drawn. Tt'his may be use- 
ful, as a specimen of the mode in which the 
Commandments are to be considered, and by 
informing your understandings, may enable 
each to draw for himself that rule of duty, by 
which, if you would enter into life eternal, you 
must regulate your conduct in this present 
world. 

First. — Where any evil is specially forbid- 
den by a Commandment, there all lesser de- 
grees of the same evil are forbidden, as sins in 
a corresponding proportion. Hence it is easy 
to see, that the eighth Commandment which 
forbids stealings forbids also all those petty 
tricks in dealing which take advantage of 
others: the principle of the Commandment 
being, that you are not to get into possession 
of what belongs to another, without that other's 
perfect knowledge and consent. Hence the 
ninth Commandment which forbids swearing 
falsely against your neighbour ^ forbids also in- 
juring him by lies, though they be not sworn, 
or by any species of evil speaking : the injury 
inflicted in this way, being of the same kind 
with that noted in the Commandment. Thus 
also the sixth Commandment merely says, 
**Thou shalt do no murder," but surely no 
man can suppose, that it tolerates every inju- 
ry and violence done to the person of another, 
provided it shall stop shorfrof taking his life. 
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So far is the case t)therwise, that our Lord in- 
cludes under this, the being angry with ano- 
ther without a cause, the not agreeing quickly 
with our adversary, the not being easily 
reconciled with our brother; and St. John 
marks the Commandment in its extent and 
principle, when he says, " Whoso hateth his 
brother is a murderer."* A similar mode of 
interpreting the other Commandments has 
thus the sanction of our Lord and his Apostles. 
Secondly. — Where any sin is forbidden by 
a Commandment, there the opposite virtue is 
enjoined. Thus, when in the second Com- 
mandment, we are forbidden to worship 'God 
in an improper way, by visible representation, 
we are, enjoined the proper worship of him 
" in spirit and in truth :" for the reasoning of 
the Commandment goes not against worship, 
but against those modes of it that are false 
and dangerous. When we are, in the eighth 
Commandment, forbidden to use dishonest 
modes of acquiring support, the necessity of 
supplying our various wants proves it to be 
our duty diligently to labour to acquire it, in 
whatever honest vocation may be open to our 
industry. How opposite is that admonition of 
St. Paul, connecting this duty with the eighth 
Commandment ! *' Let him that stole steal no 
more, but rather let him labour, working with 
his hands the thing which is good, that he 
may have to give to him that needeth."t 

* 1 John iii. 15. f Ephesians iv. 28- 
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Thirdly. — Where a Commandment pres- 
cribes a duty to persons in any one relation, it 
prescribes similar duties towards any other 
persons under relations that are similar : all 
duties in short which have the same nature, 
and come under the same general reason, are 
enjoined by it. Thus the reason of the fifth 
Commandment, which states the duty of chil- 
dren towards their parents, obviously extends 
to those who stand in the place of parents, to 
guardians, to instructors, and more remotely 
points out the duty of servants to masters, and 
of subjects to those in authority. AH who from 
their superior wisdom or power, or from their 
connection and influence, are to decide and 
to act for others, stand in the place of those 
who are named in the Commandment : their 
solicitude should be, that of parental tender- 
ness and regard, and they are in return enti- 
tled to filial obedience, respect, and support. 

FouETHLY. — What we are forbidden to do 
ourselves, we are in like manner forbidden to 
encourage in others— to solicit, stimulate, or 
tempt others to do — to abet or to sanction by 
any act of ours when done. Any person who 
knows that the act which he induces breaks 
the Commandment, is guilty of that Com- 
mandment, though the act be that of another 
person : which other person is also guilty, as 
far forth as he knows or has the means of 
knowing the criminal nature of the act. Thus 

z 2 
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So far is the case otherwise, that o ibr- 

cludes under this, the being an*^ ws to 

tlier without a cause, the not a«^ less so 

with our adversary, the r ymmit it, 

reconciled with our brot^ consume 

marks the Commandme .r of it, using 

principle, when he sa' ^e unlawful, are 

brother is a murdere" iing them. Who- 

interpreting the r tne scomer, whoever 

thus the sanction of those who are in the 
Secondly.— aking the name of God in 
a Commandir ,ialy not stand clear of the of- 
enjoined. '^ ^i he lends an unreproving coun- 
mandmer 1/ a tacit acquiescence, 
in an inv^f.— Where any sin is forbidden, it 
we a^ f^d^ that we shall avoid all temptations 
"in ^''^^ntives to it: where a duty is com- 
th /^^, it is expected that we study and 
^vse of all the natural means, which may 
^e its practice easy and habitual. What 
^ called duties to ourselves, are among these 
^eans, and to this connection they owe much 
of their obligation ; for undoubtedly without 
j^elf-govemment, without a due regulation of 
the heart and its affections, we should be per- 
petually liable to commit offences against God, 
and to yield readily to temptations to trans- 
gress against our neighbour. Thus drunken- 
ness is a vice, not expressly in words forbid- 
den in the decalogue ; and yet it is evidently 
against the Spirit of the whole moral law. 



SbrmonX.] the ten COMxMANDMENTS. 197 

putting to hazard and to casualty the obser- 
vance of every part of it. There is no one 
vice to which a drunken man has not gone 
half-way, and if he does not complete the 
course, on him rests no part of the praise of 
forbearance. 

The Sixth, and last observation I shall 
make is, that the violation of the Command- 
ment does not depend on the act being ac- 
complished which it forbids : the crime is in 
the intention, whether the external act follows 
or fails, " Out of the heart proceed evil 
thoughts."* Human laws can only take cog- 
nizance of overt acts, but he who knows the 
secrets of the heart judges by it and its coun- 
sels of what defiles the man. The purity of 
the Grospel morality identifies the very thought 
of the crime with the crime itself. The tenth 
Commandment is introduced, more strongly 
to fortify man against those injuries which 
some of the other Commandments had forbid- 
den, by forbidding even the desire to commit 
them. Our Lord gives that Commandment 
universally, and incorporates in equal crime, 
the desire to break the Commandment and 
its actual violation. ** It has been said by 
them of old time thou shalt not commit adul- 
tery, but I say unto you," says our Lord, 
** that whosoever looketh on a woman to lust 
after her, hath committed adultery with her, 

* Matthew xiv. 19. 
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in his heart. ''^ Who will say that the hired 
assassin will at the great tribunal, stand clear 
of the charge of murder, because by chance 
his victim did not pass through the street, in 
which he lay in wait to kill him ? 

These now are the Commandments giren 
by the mouth of the Lord to his people, and 
explained to the Christian Church by the 
comments of its founder. Ye are, my belov- 
ed brethren, the Israel of God : the promise 
which was to Abraham through the righteous- 
ness of faith, is through faith in Christ Jesus 
yours also, my brethren. If ye are followers 
in the faith with faithful Abraham, so be ye 
also followers of him in his obedience. If ye 
are the Israel of God, keep the Command- 
ments which God hath given you. " These 
words," saith the Lord, " which I command 
thee this day, shall be in thine heart, and thou 
shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, 
and shalt talk of them, when thou sittest in 
thine house, and when thou walkest by the 
way, and when thou liest down, and when 
thou risest up."t 

*^ Lord have mercy upon us, and write all 
these thy laws in our hearts we beseech thee." 

♦ Matthew v. 28. f Deuteronomy vi. 6, 7. 
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ON THE COLLECT— EPISTLE AND GOSPEL, 
THE NICENE CREED, &c. 



JEREMIAH XXXVI. 8. 



Reading in the book the words of the Lord in the Lords house. 

We enter now on that important office of 
our Church which comprises the Collect, Epis- 
tle, and Gospel, of the day. We here read 
portions of God's holy M^ord specially selected 
for our edification, to which the Church pre- 
fixes a prayer, containing a supplication for 
the relief of some of our necessities, intro- 
duced by, and grounded on, some special 
praise of God's holy name. The whole office 
is suited to the occasion, marking out accord- 
ing to the divisions of the year in our Scrip- 
tural history, some one of the events of our 
Lord's life, or perhaps a testimonial to the 
acts or character of some of his Disciples. 
The portions of Scripture read relate to and 
delineate these : the Collect prefixed accords 
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with these objects, and not unfr jIi be- 

lts expressions intimates its anp' »aymg. 

Collects it has been before o clean, 

they are almost all of one fo' tance Uie 

one i>etition, and each re >vhose faith 

bute or act of the DeiT '^^^ ^^ *^ 

tion rests its hope of beseeches the 

begin with an addr <^^ " mercifully 

ther, lauding his ''^^' and in aU our 

calling to remer -^^^' ^ stretch forth his 
of his mighty i^ ^^ ^^^^^d ^' through Je- 
lenceofsoir i^rd."* Does not a little con- 
these we > -^^^ "* ^^^^ ^ reference to the Gos- 
cations • ^Airnishes an example of our Lord's 
veranc .-^^ P^^ forth his hand, to cleanse him 
tion •'^^^^PP^^ *^^> ^^^ ^^ ^^ ^ ^^ would 
for ^i ^^^ ^^ hiniy who shewed his belief in 

jfany of these Collects are prayers of very 
^ antiquity — some of them occupying their 
pgesent places for a period of twelve hundred 
years. At the Reformation, all the services 
of the Church underwent an accurate scru- 
tiny, and of Collects in use from the fifth and 
sixth centuries, not less than forty-three have 
been transferred without any alteration into 
our Liturgy; while the erroneous doctrines 
were expunged, and the superstitious addi- 
tions removed, which in the middle ages, had 
crept into and sullied the purity of the earlier 

* Third Sunday after the Epiphany. 
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In the placfe of Collects deformed by 

^adition and false interpretation, the 

^f our Liturgy added twenty five 

themselves, in the genuine prin- 

^ ' piety. In the Collects gene- 

tlie great body of the Church 
L devotioiiai : they give faithful ex- 
>iis of the Christian doctririe, clear of 
J obscurity, with which at any time the ar- 
ticles may have been charged ; and in the 
true spirit of meekness and of understanding, 
they inculcate the lovfe of God and the love 
of the brotherhood. We read in them the in- 
fiufficiehcy of man to do any thing that is good 
(t)f hihiself,aild we read the assuralice, that God 
ifrill give his grace to those who put not their 
tWst in aiiy thing that they do, that God is 
the Almighty Protector, the strength and re- 
fdge, both outwardly in their boidies and in- 
tf Srdly in their souls, for siich as ask in his 
Son's nafne, that he gives the aid of his holy 
Spirit to help their infitiriiiies, to lead them to 
the knowledge of divine truth, and to stir lip 
the wills of his faithful people, to the bringing 
fotth of good works. They give the high au- 
thority of the Church* in special services 
where liothitig is comproniised, to the myste- 
ritmis dofctrinfes of the Incarnation, of the Tri- 
nity, of the Satcrifice of Christ our Passover 
for the sins of the world, and of the comforts 

* Twenty-second Sunday after Trinity. 
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of the Holy Spirit vouchsafed to the believers. 
They beseech the Lord, that through his pro- 
tection " the Church may be free from all ad- 
versities, devoutly given to serve him in good 
works :" " and they urge on all who are ad- 
mitted into the fellowship of Christ's religion, 
that they avoid those things that are contrary 
to their profession, and follow all such things 
as are agreeable to the same."* 

The Epistle and Gospel are portions of 
Scripture, selected as specially adapted to the 
several Sundays to which, with their respec- 
tive Collects, they have been assigned. The 
early Fathers of the Church testify the high 
antiquity of such appropriation of Scriptures 
to be read both in the Eastern and Western 
Churches. The computation of our ecclesi- 
astical year, having different objects in view 
from the civil year, does not correspond with 
it in its beginning or its divisions. While for 
human and secular uses, the civil year counts 
its days, and numbers its times and its sea- 
sons by the motions of the great luminary of 
the firmament, the Christian computation is 
carried on by reference to him who is the true 
sun of righteousness, by the day star on high, 
sent to enlighten those who were sunk in spiri- 
tual darkness. The holy Festivals and Sun- 
day Solemnities of the Church divide the ec- 
clesiastical year into two parts. The first ia 

* Third Sunday after Easter. 
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your prayer books begins with the first Sun- 
day in Advent, and ends at Trinity Sunday : 
the second goes on thence, and ends with the 
twenty-fifth Sunday after Trinity. The first 
commemorates the signal acts of our Lord's 
history in bringing about the Redemption of 
mankind: his incarnation, his nativity, his 
circumcision, his manifestation to the Gen- 
tiles, his sufferings, his resurrection, his as- 
cension, and his sending the Holy Ghost to 
inspire and to invigorate the Apostles for the 
preaching of his word. The second, begins 
with a full declaration of explicit glory to the 
ever-blessed Trinity, and goes on through the 
succession of Sundays after Trinity. In the 
first part, we are taught the faith in Christ 
Jesus — in the second, we learn to practise 
what is agreeable to his injunctions. While 
the one gives the narrative of Christ's life on 
earth, the other directs us to form our lives 
after his example. The whole number of 
Sunday services is fifty-six, the number of 
Sundays after Epiphany and the number af- 
ter Trinity read in the Church varying with 
the date of Easter, which is determined by 
an event varying in different years,* 

* The Jews celebrated their Passover on the fourteenth day 
of the month Nisan, which month began at the new moon 
next after the Vernal Equinox : in correspondence with which 
the rule for Easter day directs, that it shall be the first Sunday 
after the first full moon which happens next after the twenty- 
first day of March. 
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For the greater solemnity of the. three 
Christian festivals, the Church has assigned 
certain days as in connection with these, some 
to go before, others to follow them. Before 
the Nativity of our Lord, the four preceding 
Sundays are attached to it, as preparing for 
the Advent or coming of the Lord in the flesh. 
The two Sundays after Christmas are suc- 
ceeded by the Epiphany or Manifestation to 
the Gentiles, with six Sundays denominated 
after it. As our Lord's life on earth was that 
of a man of sorrows, we directly pass on to 
days of humiliation in the Sundays of Lent, 
and the three Sundays preceding it, dfeHvidg 
their names from implied distances in a sdtt 
of round numbers from the festival of the Re- 
surrection,* The season of Lent begins with 
what is called Ash- Wednesday, a day of hu- 
miliation, as in sackcloth and ashes, instituted 
to prepare by mortifying and self-denisll, fot 
receiving and acknowledging the expiation of 

* The season of humiliation and abstinence continues in 
om: Chmrch for forty days* such having been the time for which 
Moses ai^d Elias but more particularly our Saviour fasted. 
This number is made out from Ash- Wednesday by the Sun- 
days not being included, which were days of festival comme- 
moration of the day on which om: Lord rose from the dead. 
The first Sunday in Lent being thus forty days from Easter 
was properly called Quadragesima Sunday : and the Smidays 
in order preceding were called Quinquagesima, Sexagesima, 
and Septuagesima, fifty, sixty, and seventy being the next 
round numbers at their gredter distance numencaUy firom 
Easter. 
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%\\e sins of the world by the death of our bless-* 
e4 Savipur oa the Cross. The last week of 
the forty 4ays of Lent is a week of solemn 
83iinpathiej& on the sufft^rings, the agony, and 
the crucifixion of our Lord, and in its appro- 
priate semrices are read the complete narra- 
tives of the fou? Eyfi^ngeli^ts, which shew him 
tQ all th^ Qhn^tian world betrayed and de-* 
verted — arraigned before a heathen, tribunal, 
^o^deipined by the malignant injustice and 
cruelty qi his countrymea, blasphemed and 
reviled, buffeted and mocked, scourged and 
<erucifie4- W^ are then led to contemplate 
his glorious resurrectioii in our especial ser- 
vice of Easter^* that great day which has 
bf en called the birth day of our Lord in his 
state oif triumphant exaltation, as his nativity 
wa3 his birthday in hjts state of humiliation. 
Ai^t^F the Sundays connected with this event 
and our Lord's Ascension, the period closes 
with the record of the Holy Spirit, coming 
down, as gtt the Festival of Whitsunday, to 
impart to the Pisciples that knowledge^ ut- 
t^ra^c^, and power, by which they might be- 
enabled to preach: his Gospel to those of 
every region, to confimn it with his miraculous, 
gift^) aQd to administer its comforts to the be- 
lievers. The following Sunday opens a new 
era jfor the rest of the Sunday services, asr 
c?ribed tp the whole Divinity, t^hree persons ia 

* From Oster, a Saxon word signifying to rise. 
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one God, and calling on the Christian world 
by the confession of a true faith " to acknow- 
ledge the glory of the eternal Trinity, and in 
the power of the divine Majesty to worship 
the Unity." 

This distribution of the Sabbatical year has 
been laid before you, because the selection of 
the portions of Scripture for the Epistles and 
Grospels of the day may be said to have been 
generally regulated by this. In the Festival 
services this is obvious, and in the Sundays 
which supply the intervals of these, a fitness 
to these seasons, a cultivation of the affections 
corresponding with them, seems to have di- 
rected the choice. Thus, mortification and 
penitence specially mark out the services in 
Lent : hope, joy, newness of life, those after 
our Lord's resurrection; while the prepara- 
tion for the coming of our Lord in the flesh by 
the preaching of his forerunner, and his se- 
cond coming to judge the world, are the na- 
tural subjects to which our attention is to be 
called during the season of Advent. In the 
second part of the ecclesiastical year, that 
which follows Trinity Sunday, there are not 
indeed any specific varieties in the occasions 
to be accommodated, but there is a general 
object to be attained, and there is a variety 
in the modes, which may serve to its attain- 
ment. That object is to incite us, a Christian 
congregation, to fulfil the duties of its call- 
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ing. Scriptures then are selected^ which may 
strengthen our faith in Christ, which produce 
the powerful proofs of his Divinity in the mi- 
racles which he wrought, which best unfold 
his gracious doctrines by his most interesting 
discourses, which display the amiable graces 
pf his character to win us to his imitation, and 
which urge us most impressively, to seek af- 
ter the comforts of the spirit and to bring forth 
its fruits. 

The portions of Scripture appointed for the 
Epistles have their denomination, as having 
been usually, though not universally, taken 
from the Apostolic Epistles, The difficulties 
opposed to such short selections as would be 
profitable, have been most happily surmount- 
ed by the compilers of our Church service ; 
and the Epistles contain the most important 
doctrines of Christianity, enforced with en- 
ergy and expressed with conciseness. The 
Epistles are portions, containing complete in- 
formation on their respective subjects, and 
avoiding any local circumstances or contro- 
versial discussions, which might have given 
occasion to the Apostolic writings. In our 
Bibles the Apostolic Epistles usually begii^ 
with argumentative explanations of doctrine, 
while their latter chapters are filled with de- 
ductions, as from these, of rules for practice, 
impressed on the judgment, the affections, 
and the hearts of Christian believers. Now 

Bb 
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it is to be observed, that these latter chapters 
are almost all found among these selected ser- 
vices for the Epistles of our Church: the 
twelfth and thirteenth chapters of the Epistle 
to the Romans, filled with practical exhorta^ 
tions are portioned out in five of our Epistles. 
By this principle of selection, the Epistles 
are, with a very few exceptions, clear of the 
obscurity sometimes complained of in the bo* 
dy of Scripture, whence they have been se- 
lected. They are accordingly the best fitted 
for recital before general congregations; while 
portions of a more argumentative or discur- 
sive class, would have been of comparatively 
less use, when confined within the allowable 
limits, and removed from the advantages of 
introduction and context. 

The Epistle is the harbinger of the Gospel, 
to which the last place and greatest honor is 
reserved, as being the word of the great foun- 
der of the faith of which the Apostles were 
the preachers. And the same marks of ho- 
norable distinction are to be found, both in 
the Rubric which especially requires that thei 
congregation stand during the reading of the 
Gospel, (whereas the position during the read- 
ing of the Epistle was left matter at discre- 
tion of each individual ;) and also in the usage 
borrowed from ancient Liturgies and conti- 
nued in ours, of repeating on the annunciation 
of the Gospel the words, " Glory be to thee. 
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O Lord ;" the Gospel being the glad tidings of 
our Salvation, by which our Father which is 
in Heaven is glorified. The Gospels of our 
Church service together form an Epitome of 
the Scripture History of our Lord, a copapen- 
dium of the works of the four Evangelists, 
from which they are faithfully and judiciously 
extracted. They contain portions well adapted 
to strengthen our faith in Christ, and to in- 
cite us to submit to his authority, and to imi- 
tate his example. They recite the gracious 
words which he spake — they recount the be- 
nignant acts which he wrought — they display 
the afiecting sufferings which he endured. 
They open out the mysteries accomplished in 
his person — ^the characters which he claimed 
as descriptive of him — ^the prophecies which 
he fulfilled in his person and in his life— the 
miraculous control he exerted over the ele- 
ments of nature, and over the hearts of men — 
over diseases and over death. They are ad- 
mirably selected to shew the Redeemer in his 
doctrines and his example ; and to teach the 
congregation which calls itself after his name, 
what they are to believe and what they are 
to do. 

Besides the Collects, Epistles, and Gospels 
for the regular Sunday morning's service, there 
are in your Prayer books offices of a like sort, 
for certain week days set apart by our Church ; 
some for the more particular commemoration 

Bb2 
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of events in our Lord's history, and others in 
honor of his blessed Apostles and the Holy 
Martyrs, who bore testimony to the faith by 
their blood. Through a course of supersti* 
tious ages, these last had multiplied to a de- 
gree which was troublesome in the perfor- 
mances, and had extended to individuals 
whose pretensions were ill-supported by cha* 
racter or by actions. The Reformers accord* 
ingly abridged the catalogue very much, con* 
^fining it to those who were distinguished in 
the Gospels or the book of the Acts : to the 
eleven chosen followers of our Lord, to St, 
John the Baptist his forerunner, St. Stephen 
the first Martyr, the Holy Innocents who glo- 
rified God in their deaths, St. Mark and St. 
Luke, Evangelists, and some others of a simi^ 
lar description. The Collects for the Holy- 
days are specially appropriate, and refer to 
the deeds or specific accounts of the Holy per- 
son who is commemorated in the service. By 
the Gospels annexed, the early history of the 
Christian Church is brought before the con<- 
gregation, from the Acts of the Apostles, aAd 
such authentic documents as may be found in 
other parts of holy writ, whereby our Church 
is shewn, to have been ^* built upon the foun- 
dation of the Apostles and Prophets, Jesus 
Christ himself being the chief corner stone/'* 
I am aware that several members of reform- 
ed Churches differ from those of the Chwch 

* Ephesianis ii. 20, 
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of England, as to the celebration of Festiyals 
on occasions connected with our Redeemer's 
history on earth, or in commemoration of par- 
ticular individuals, among those who attend* 
ed on his person or specially promoted his 
faith « By some, these are objected to as of 
Popish Institution, by others, as of unneces^ 
sary appointment, inasmuch as what is of real 
importance in Religion ought to be constantly 
in our contemplation, not occasionally brought 
into our notice. As to the first objection, it 
is surely not to be inferred that, because the 
Church of Rome is corrupt in her discipline 
or erroneous in her doctrine in some particu- 
lars, she is therefore corrupt and erroneous in 
all. We are to bring all our Church offices to 
the test of Scripture doctrine and primitivt^ 
usage, and whatever is thus supported we are 
to retain. Would any one contend, that be- 
cause we reject Penance and Extreme Unc- 
tion, Sacraments under the authority of the 
Romish Church, we are therefore to reject 
Baptism and the liord's Supper, which are 
Sacraments also having her support ? Or will 
any contend that Protestants should overlook 
the services of St. Paul to the Church, and 
1)anish the memorial of his marvellous con- 
version, because the Church of Rome sanc- 
tions the legends of St, Dionysius, or because 
she appoints two additional festivals, at which 
^e Virgin is to be entreated to us6 her inter- 
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cession to reconcile her Son to those, whom 
he had declared himself sent down from Hea- 
ven to save. The compilers of our Liturgy, 
fully sensible of the superstitions of that 
Church, rejected from the Calendar all those 
whose title was not recognised in Scripture, 
and supported by lives that were exemplary. 

The second objection against the Church 
Festivals, which expects that their subjects 
should be always in our contemplation, not 
periodically brought before us, is founded in 
ignorance of human nature, as it is described 
in Scripture, and as it shews itself in real life. 
What is there which should be more con- 
stantly the subject of man's devout reflection, 
than the great creative work of the Divine 
artificer, the provident Governor of the uni- 
verse ? And how has he, the Divine Author 
of all man's faculties and dispositions, thought 
it best to secure that due sense of gratitude 
in his rational creatures ? By an office of de- 
votion to bring them each week to man's re- 
membrance — by the appointment of a Sab- 
bath. The obligations to our blessed Re- 
deemer ought never to be estranged from the 
thought of the Christian, yet he who knew 
what was in man, instituted a sacramental me- 
morial, to remind us of " the exceeding great 
love of our Master and only Saviour thus dy- 
ing for us." The Institutions of the Sabbath 
and of the Sacrament, could not have beea 
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intended to confine our remembrance of the 
blessings of Creation and Redemption to their 
respective periods: but the importance, the 
salutary wisdom of such institutions are ob- 
vious, when in the course of the world all 
must see, that what may, at any time equally 
be necessary to be done, is too often teft 
wholly undone. To guard against this, the 
Reformers of the Liturgy followed, as far a« 
was supported by Scriptural authority, th« 
usages of the Christian Church. They saw 
in human life the desire to perpetuate what- 
ever was important by anniversary comme- 
moration ; and they saw among the Jews the 
appointment of festival services, established 
by Divine authority, and sanctioned by liie 
presence of our Lord. On these grouncte, we 
support the setting apart of certain days in 
our Church, for the especial remembrance of 
Apostles and Martyrs, to the end that the 
light of their examples may be made known 
before men^ and their Father which is in 
Heaven be glorified; 

The same reason which assigned its place 
to the Apostles' Creed in our service, immedi- 
ately after reading the Lessons, which we 
stated from the text of St. Paul to be, that 
" faith Cometh by hearing, and hearing by the 
word of God," places another of the Creeds 
of the Church, directly after the Epistle and 
<jrospet This Creed has its name from the 
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Council held at Nice in Bythynia^ called ta 
judge the doctrines of Arius^ who in the fourth 
century had hroached the noted heresy, de- 
nying the Divinity of our Lord. In an A^r^ 
tembly of three hundred Bishops, that doc- 
trine was condemned, and the Nicene Creed 
registers in the Church sendee our dissent 
from the Arian opinions. Of the three Creeds 
which are found in our Liturgy^ the first, the 
Apostles' Creed being most simply and nie^ 
brief, is appointed for the more cc«ni^on and 
daily use: the Athanasian at certain festj^ 
vals, those which more particularly relate to 
our Saviour, and at a few others : the Nicene 
at all festivals and at the administration of 
the Holy Sacrament, the ordinance iqstituted 
by him, whose honor thi^ Creed was specially 
composed to maint^^in. 

The Nicene Creed begins with asserting in 
distinct terms the Unity of the Godhead, " I 
believe in one God." This it do^ to shew: 
that the Church, though in its services recir 
ting a faith in the three persons of the Godr 
head holds yet the great doctrine of the Uni- 
ty, in opposition to all the wild extravagance 
of Heathen theology, and in refuta^on of the 
calumnies which heretics vented s^ainst the 
worshippers of Christ. The second paragraph 
is composed in full and distinct contradictipn 
to the Arian innovations. Our Lord is de» 
clared to be, not an higher order of Angei 
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adopted, but very God, the only-begotten Son 
of God : God begotten of God, as lights with- 
out detracting any thing of its splendour, is 
kindled of light, not diminishing his Father's 
substance, who is and continues for ever very 
God : God, not made as creatures were in 
time, being of one substance with the Father, 
who by him, as the Apostles John and Paul 
concur in declaring, created all things. " All 
things," saith St. John, " were made by him, 
and without him was not any thing made that 
was made."* **A11 things," saith St. Paul, 
" were created by him and for him, and he is 
before all things, and by him all things con- 
sist."t To the statement which in common 
with the Apostles' Creed, the Nicene Creed 
makes of his miraculous birth, his sufferings, 
his death, his glorious resurrection, and as- 
cension, it prefixes the motive and the object 
of his submitting to the degradations, that it 
was **for us men and for our salvation he 
came down from Heaven," and concludes the 
paragraph with a declaration of the eternity 
of his kingdom, as maintained by the Scrip- 
tural text, where unto the Son the Almighty 
said, ** thy Throne, O God, is for ever and 
ever."J 

The third paragraph adds to the belief in 
the Holy Ghost, (as pronounced in the Apos- 
tles' Creed,) his description as, ** the Lord and 

* John i. 2. t Col. i. 16. X Hebrews i. 8. 

C C 
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giver of life, who proceedeth from the Father 
and the Son, who with the Father and the 
Son together is worshipped and glorified, who 
spake by the Prophets." These particulars 
are enumerated, in opposition to yarious here- 
tical opinions, which had arisen at the time 
when this Creed was composed, respecting the 
nature, offices and powers of the Holy Ghost ; 
and each has its support in Scriptural audio- 
rity. St. Paul tells us that ** the Spirit giveth 
life,"* and elsewhere that *' if ye through the 
Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye 
shall live."t And St. Peter, speaking of Pro- 
phecy, expressly tells us, that ** Holy men of 
God spake as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghost. "J The proceeding of the Holy Ghost 
from the Father and the Son is a Scriptural 
phrase, used by our Lord in his remarkable 
discourse to the Disciples recorded by St, 
John " When the Comforter," the Holy Ghost, 
** is come whom I will send" — (and thus we 
say he proceedeth from the Son) — :"whom I 
will send unto you from the Father, even the 
Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Fa- 
ther, he shall testify of me."|| Into our hearts 
he is sent, to perform the offices in the eco- 
nomy of grace, which our Lord and his Apos- 
tles specify as his, stirring up by spiritual mo- 
tions the minds of Christian believers, hdp- 

* 2 Corinthians iii. 6. f Romans viii. 13. J 2 Peter i. 21. 

II John XV. 26, 
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ing their infirmities, drawing them away from 
the corruptions of the flesh, releasing them 
from the bondage of sin, and by the Spirit of 
adoption, exalting them to the glorious liberty 
of the children of God. 

The Athanasian Creed has its name, as 
containing the doctrines of Athanasius, Pa- 
triarch of Alexandria, collected from his wri- 
tings and speeches against the Arian and 
other heretical opinions, which in the fourth 
century were broached against the Christian 
Church, The Apostles' Creed by the simple 
assertion of its truth, stands in opposition to 
all erroneous opinions ; but any one who looks 
into the Ecclesiastical History of those days 
will at once perceive the heresies which Atha- 
nasius disavowed, and will know to whom 
they are to be ascribed. The first part of this 
Creed, which relates to the Trinity, com- 
mands to worship the Trinity in Unity and 
the Unity in Trinity; subjoining, that we 
neither with the Sabellians, confound the per- 
sons^ nor, with the Arians, divide the sub- 
stance ; but apply, as is warranted by Scrip- 
ture, to each person of the Holy Trinity the 
attributes of God, in a declared freedom from 
all restrictions of space and time and connec- 
ted existence, each person in himself be- 
ing uncreate, incomprehensible, (which here 
means not under restriction — or limitation) 
eternal, Almighty, Lord, and God. In the se- 

cc2 
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cond part, that which relates to the right be- 
lief in the Incarnation, this Creed declares 
Christ to be, not two persons, as the Nesto- 
rians held, but God and Man united. God 
of the substance of his Father, in contradic- 
tion to one heretical doctrine, and man of the 
substance of his mother, in contradiction to 
another heretical doctrine, by an union, of 
which the union of the soul and body in m^n 
is considered a natural and familiar emblem. 
Against this Creed much objection has 
been raised. Yet on the Reformation every 
Protestant Church received it as the profes- 
sion of th^ true faith, Calvin admitted the 
truth of its doctrines, and Luther calls it the 
bulwark of the Apostles' Creed. How frivo- 
lous after this to call for its rejection, because 
the words Trinity and Unity are not words to 
be found in Scripture a? here applied, and 
because the terms Substance and Person ar^ 
obscure 9,nd undefined. Is th^re any wor- 
shipper, any who has ideas of three and one, 
ignorant at this day of the meaning of the 
terms. Trinity and Unity ? Who can substi- 
tute in their place, or in the place of the other 
terms complained of, words less objection- 
able ? But can we persuade ourselves that in 
what relates to the most sublime of all myste- 
ries, the nature of the Divine essence, all 
should be clear to the comprehension of every 
man? How many difficulties are there to 
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perplex the sophist and the sceptic, in the 
union of our own souls and bodies, which yet 
to ordinary apprehensions cause no embarass- 
ment on the subject: and if the assertions 
and the negations in the Athftnasian Creed 
can be proved from Holy Writ, they are en- 
titled to acceptance in the Church which 
looks there for its articles of belief. There 
we find, in the words of our Lord to those 
whom he sent into ail the world to preach the 
Gospel to every creature, ^* He that believeth 
and is baptized «hall be saved; but he that 
believeth not shall be damned.'* The ablest 
of the interpreters of our Church have in their 
explanations, confined the damnatory clauses 
of the Atbanasian Creed to that disbelief to 
which our Lord thus attaches damnation — 
our Lord who knows the heart of man — who 
can temper severity with mercy — who can 
weigh actions, and make allowance for igno- 
rance that i3 involuntary — he it is who de- 
clares that, the unbeliever «hall be damned. 
That is the Catholic faith, and he who does 
not believe it, the author of the Creed pro- 
nounces shall perish everlastingly. Then fol- 
low3 the author's explanation, pontradicting 
the doctrine of the heresies, and in the twenty- 
seventh verse he recurs to that which he had 
recited in the third verse, and of which he 
had given explanation in the parenthesis in- 
tervening, " So that in all things as is afore- 
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said, the Unity in Trinity and the Trinity in 
Unity is to be worshipped." Not in all things 
that are aforesaid, but as is before said in the 
beginning of the Creed. To the same he evi- 
dently refers in the last verse. " This is the 
Catholic faith,, which (Catholic faiUi) except 
a man believe faithfully ,^ he cannot be saved." 
Such is the declaration of our Lord^ and this^^ 
k the declaration of his Church repeating 
that declaration. " There is none other name 
under Heaven given among men whereby we 
must be saved."* He who holds not thia 
faith annuls the federal compact, and he ex-^ 
eludes himself from the only hope of mercy.. 
" He hath trodden under foot the Son of 
God — he hath done despite unto the Spirit of 
grace."t — Who can complain, if he to whom 
vengeance belongeth will have recompense 1 
Who, my beloved brethren, can complain if 
the Lord will judge his people? O Lord,, 
grant we beseech thee unto us thy servants,^ a 
right judgment in all things, that we be not 
" of them who draw back unto perdition, but 
of them that believe to the saving of thq 
80ul."t 

* Acts iv. 12. t Hebrews x. 29. t Hebrews x. 39. 
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NEHEMIAH VIII. 7—8. 

And the Levites caused the people to understand the law : tmi 
the peopie stood in their place^ So they read in the book ifi 
the law of God distinctly, and gave the sense, and caused them 
to understand the reading. 

In the chapter from which this text is ta- 
ken we read that, after the return of the Chil- 
dren of Israel from their captivity in Babylon, 
the people gathered themselves together as 
one man, and they spake unto Ezra the 
•Scribe to bring the book of the Law of Mo- 
ses. And Ezra opened the book and ^* bless- 
ed the Lord, the great God," and the Levites 
** read in the book in the law of God distinct- 
ly, and gave the sense, and caused them to 
understand the reading,'^ Following this ex- 
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said, the Unity in Trinity " ,Mir Church has 
Unity is to be worshipp' , > Lord with holy 
that are aforesaid, h - >i '^® hoo\L of his law 
beginning of the ^ < ^^ ^Viinmandments — and 
dently refers i' . ^^'^ ^i understand the read- 
Catholic fai' , '"^tfi^^ ^^'^^ ^'^^ t^^ Nicene 
a man be'* r^^^ \^ tiie Sermon or one of the 
Such ip * '" j*"*^ '^b or hereafter to be set forth 



is tb ' 'li/i.^ '■ The Sermon, as we have rea- 
thr ^'i^'^» i?arly Fathers of the Church to 
r J,, ^^ ^^ usually an explanation of some 
-'^^'-rA^ Scriptures read in the day's ser- 
/^" tt'Aen few of the congregation were 
^^^^^^ of the advantages of education, this 
j[*V, of explanatory preaching was essential- 
/""p^cssary : even to the present day, it has 
|V^ found to mixed congregations most inte- 
y^ng and most usefuL The attention of the 
Aearers is more easily gained to a subject 
irhich had just been in a certain degree in- 
troduced to their especial notice : the appli- 
cation from the pulpit to individual circum* 
stances has always greater force than an in- 
dividual might himself give to a Scripture, 
seemingly of public concern : and an exam- 
ple may be thus held out, according to which, 
each in his own private perusal may turn 
the word of God to its most true and best 
account. 

One of the canons of an early council gives, 
on the subject of preaching, instruction well 
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deserving attention. " Let the Governors of 
" Churches, every Sunday at the least, teach 
* their Clergy and People the oracles of piety 
•* and true religion ; collecting out of divine 
"Scripture the sentences and doctrines of 
'* truth, not transgressing the ancient bounds 
• ' and traditions of the holy fathers. And if 
"any doubt or controversy arise about Scrip- 
" ture,let them follow that interpretation which 
" the lights of the Church and the Doctors 
" have left in their writings. By which they 
" shall more deserve commendation than by 
" making private interpretations, which if they 
" adhere to, they are in danger to fall froih 
■ * the truth."* The vanity which has reject- 
ed this wholesome instruction has in our days 
brought forward, in the licentiousness of pri- 
vate interpretation, the degrading imagina- 
tion of sinfulness being compatible with the 
divine purity of the Saviour's essence, and 
the delirious novelty of rhapsodies in un- 
known tongues. 

Certain however it is, that in this part of 
the service, and it is the only part left altoge- 
ther to their own exertion, it may be fairly 
pronounced of the Clergy of thei Church of 
England, that they acquit themselves as far 
as concerns their order, respectably, and as 
far as concerns their congregations, usefully. 
When the excellency of their seminaries of 

* Nineteenth Canon of the Sixth Council of Constantinople. 

D d 
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education is considered, when we consider the 
number and variety of pious and instructive 
works in this Une, with which the enlight^i- 
ed divines who have gone before have through 
the press enriched the Church, it can only be 
a want of judgment in the preacher, or a weak 
accommodation to a false taste in those who 
hear him, which can produce a Sermon that 
will not inform, excite, or improve. But if 
any of the congregati(m depart from a Church 
without receiving instruction from what has 
been delivered from the Pulpit, let me in 
the strongest manner d^recate any rising 
thought of therefore separating from that 
Church. Perhaps they look for too much 
from the preacher: they may not consider 
that many others may be edified though they 
are not, and that the congregation which they 
would join may not always be more fortunate 
in a preacher to the liking of every individual 
of the congregation. But why this hunting 
after preachers ? It is to magnify the preach* 
er's office far beyond its due proportion in our 
Church service, to set it up above our incom^ 
parable Liturgy. Oneisof Paul, oneof Apol* 
los, one of Cephas, but the Liturgy is of 
Christ. The praise of G^ is offered up in 
every Church, the word of God is read to^ every 
congregation : to hear his most Holy word, to 
set forth his most worthy praise, the congre- 
gation assemble and meet together in his 
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Church, and however the preacher may per- 
form his duty the faithful are edified by the 
Liturgy and by the Bible. It is on record in 
the History of our country, that when that 
Liturgy was disparaged and despised as doing 
nothing, and when preaching was thought to 
do every thing, a revolution in Church and 
State was the rapid result : and those who 
were enthusiastic adversaries of authority and 
forms in the one, soon found themselves in 
subjection to arbitrary usurpation and fanatic 
despotism in both. 

The two books of the Homilies mentioned 
here are short and plain discourses, set out by 
public authority, and distributed throughout 
the kingdom, at times not far removed from 
the period of the Reformation. They were the 
compositions of the most pious and the ablest 
ecclesiastics of their day, drawn up to furnish 
Sermons containing sound doctrine, to a Cler- 
gy, many of whom were illiterate, and many 
of whom were too favorable to the tenets of 
Popery. In this view they are spoken of in 
the thirty-fifth Article as containing a godly 
and wholesome doctrine and necessary for the 
times. They were not however confined to 
speculative doctrines; the heads of them as 
recited in the Article shew that they go also 
into practical matter, enforcing the rules of 
life and manners. But not standing exactly 
on the same footing of authoritative command 

Dd2 
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as the Liturgy and the Articles, some of their 
expressions being coarse, and their manner 
antiquated, the reading them publicly has got 
very much into disuse, with a tacit consent of 
the governing part of the Church. 
^ The Sermon is by an admitted usage, often 
followed by the blessing from the pulpit, with 
which the service concludes. This deviation 
from the order prescribed in your Prayer 
books is admitted, in consequence of the 
length of our service : and this again is oc- 
casioned by our combining into one, for rea- 
sons before mentioned, different services for- 
merly performed at different times of the day. 
However, in cathedrals, and in parishes where 
from the numbers present the collection of 
the alms occupies a considerable time, that 
office is performed after the Sermon, and du- 
ring the reading of a number of Scriptural 
sentences, set down in our books of Commoa 
Prayer, as recommendations inciting the more 
liberal contribution. In these are foui>d the 
various motives which the Holy Scripture 
suggests, urging the congregation to give alms, 
according to the extent of their means, for the 
necessities of their poorer brethren. A few 
of these sentences are appropriate to the ma- 
king provision for the Ministers, being from 
the Epistles of St. Paul on occasions and to 
Churches, where we find voluntary collections 
called for to maintain the Ministry which 
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gave to the people spiritual things. But the 
greater number of the sentences refer to the 
more general purpose of providing for the sick 

and needy, as securing a blessing from the 
Lord, as a testimony of our love of God, as a 
wholesome application of our wealth, as a jur 
dicious use of the goods of this life with which 
we have been entrusted, as an act of good far 
beyond the mere words of it, as an extension 
of the love of ourselves to the love of otherSp 
and *^ a good foundation laid up against the 
time to come for the attainment of eternal 
14fe." The Minister is commanded as hm 
bounden duty, to " charge them that are rich 
iti this world, that they be ready to give and 
glad to distribute,"* and as all are required 
to be merciful after their power, those who 
have little are ** gladly to give of that little ;" 
all are forbidden to shut up ** their compas- 
sion from the brother who hath need," all ex- 
horted to avail themselves of ** the time of do- 
ing good," to make restitution where wrong 
hath bean done, to minister to the Saints 
through the love of God's name, and by " let- 
ting their light thus shine before men, to glo- 
rify their Father which is in Heaven," 

But unable merely by the alms which we 
may be able to give to relieve all, we seek for 
another method of extending our charity, and 
this we do by our prayers to him who is able 

* 1 Timothy vi. 17,18. 
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to provide for the Mrell-being of all. The Mi- 
nister calls on the congregation to join him in 
a prayer most Apostolic in its form, and most 
comprehensive in its objects; a prayer for 
what may best conduce to the welfarie of the 
universal Church, and what tl^e different 
members of it may specially want, tQ ens^ble, 
them to perform the offices appropriate ta 
each in their several classes. We entreat 
thus of the Lord '^ most mercifully to accept 
our alms, a^d to receive the prayers which we 
offer f beseeching him ^' to inspire the uni- 
versal Churchy with the Spirit of truth, unity^ 
and concord ;" and entreating that '' all who 
confess his holy name may agree in the truth 
of his holy word, and live in unity and godly 
love/' 

" I exhort therefore," saith St. Pauly ** that^ 
** first of all, supplications, prayers, interces- 
sions, and giving of thanks be made for all 
men: for Kings and for all that are in autho^ 
** rity : that we may lead a quiet and peace- 
" able life, in all godliness and honesty."* la 
compliance with this exhortation of the Apos- 
tle, we specially pray for the Divine protection 
of all Christian King^, and especially for hkn 
who fills our throne, that under him we may 
be godly and quietly governed, and that those 
who are put in authority under him may mi- 
nister justice according unto right, and with*. 

* 1 Timothy u. 1, 2. 
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out difference or respect of persons. These 
prayers for those who by their temporal au- 
thority in the state are connected with the 
interests of the Church, are followed by sup- 
plications for those, who, by their spiritual 
authority are called on to set forth Its doc- 
trines, and to administer its Sacraments, 
And to these supplications is subjoined, a 
prayer for liie heavenly grace for all the peo- 
ple, that they, and especially the congrega- 
tion present, may " with meek heart and due 
reverence hear and receive God's holy word" 
in the Church, and may for tho rest of their 
days shew forth its power in their lives, ^* by 
serving the Lord in holiness and righteous- 
ness." But not bearing a remembrance of 
love to our brother dependant wholly on an 
impression of his actual presence, we entreat 
also from the Father of mercy, that he will 
succour those, who being in trouble, sorrow, 
need, sickness, or any other adversity, are of 
necessity absent from our devout assemblage. 
The title of this prayer is peculiar : it is de- 
nominated " a prayer for the whole state of 
Christ's Church militant here on earth " Mi- 
litant — in a state of warfare — here on earth- 
not Christ's Church in Heaven, where the 
faithful aro receiving the triumphant reward 
of victories obtained under the banner of 
Christ, the Captain of their Salvation, We 
pray for those Christians, whose condition is 
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the same as our own, here on earth assailed 
by the spiritual adversaries of Christ, harass- 
ed by the temptations of the world, the flesh, 
and the devih The special words of the title 
contain an express disavowal of the prayers 
for the dead, which the Church of Rome in- 
serts in this office: their warfisire is accom- 
plished : their destiny is sealed. Our prayen^ 
cannot affect that final sentence qf just con- 
demnation which — not to be reversed — ^not to 
be relaxed — the wicked from their death are 
labouring under, in substance or in antici- 
pation : while those who have . departed this 
life in the faith and fear of God, are beyoncj 
our intercession. Adverting to their state of 
blessedness^ we pray for ourselves and for our 
brethren here on the earth, that God may 
give us grace so to follow their examples, in 
all that is good, that we may partake of the 
comforts which they are enjoying, and dying 
in the Lord^ with them may rest from our 
labours. 

After this prayer^ and before we conclude 
with the blessing pronounced on the congre- 
gation, the Minister is desired to offer up at 
his discretion one or more of six short Collects 
inserted in your prayer books, comprehensive 
to supply any thing which may have been left 
unasked, and perfectly Scriptural in their 
matter and in their expression. We have now 
in the Church heard God's most Holy word. 
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and we entreat that it may be so engrafted in* 
wiardly in our hearts, that it may bring forth 
in us the fruit of good living. We have asked 
what appeared to us requisite and necessary, 
as well for the body as the soul, we pray now 
that those things which for our unworthiness 
we dare not, and for our blindness we cannot 
ask, God may vouchsafe to give us, for the 
worthiness of his Son ; and that what we have 
faithfully asked may effectually be obtained, 
to the relief of our necessity, and the setting 
forth of God's glory. And going now from 
our devotions in the Church, to mingle in thQ 
concerns of a precarious world, we pray that 
amidst the changes and the chances of this 
mortal life, we may be defended by the gra- 
cious and ready help of the Lord ; that our 
souls and bodies may be directed and sancti- 
fied in the ways of his laws and the works of 
his Commandments ; and that all our doings 
begun by his grace going before us, may be 
continued and ended to the glory of his Holy 
name. 

" In every thing by prayer and supplica- 
tion with thanksgiving," saith St. Paul to his 
Philippian converts, ** let your request be 
made known unto God. And the peace of 
God which passeth all understanding shall 
keep your hearts and minds through Christ 
Jesus,"* That peace, that inward comfort, 

* Phil. iv. 6, 7. 
E e 
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which God bestows, which surpaseeth all ha- 
man comprehension, was here promised to hi» 
worshippers at Philippi, and the same, my 
brethren, is promised to the coDgregation 
which has made now its prayers and snpjdica- 
tions with thanksgiving unto the Lord. By 
his command given unto Moses, bis chosmi 
Ministers gave his blessing to the children ef 
Israel. TWiey blessed them with the Lord's 
promise of their preservation — ^with the pro- 
mise of hi& gracious favoi^and with the pro- 
mise of his peace. The Lord Jesus Christ, 
jwst at the moment of his ascension from the 
earth, lifts up his hands to Heaven, to give, at 
parting, his spiritual blessing to his Disciples: 
" peace" said he, " I leave with you : my 
peace I give unto you-" And the congrega- 
tion that is assembled in his name, the Churck 
will not dismiss but with a blessing- With ear- 
nest affection, with fervent piety, with stead- 
fast faitbfuhiess it entreats^ that the blessing 
of God — the God of all might — ^the God of 
the Christian Worship — that the blessing of 
" God Almighty — the Father — the Son and 
the Holy Ghost be amongst them,. and remain 
Iritb them always." 

We have now, my beloved brethren, gone 
through this comment on the admirabl'e Li- 
turgy and Sunday service of the Church of 
England. Beginning with the selected sen- 
tences from Scripture, which are fitted so well 
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to aAf'ake to penitence and contrition, we have 
followed each part in its single definite mean-^ 
ing and in its connected import, until we have 
in the conclusion arrived at the confirmation 
of orthodox belief, by the blessing of the 
Church- To flatter popular opinion, to gra- 
tify a love of novelty, nothing has been done 
in these discourses : the object was to collect, 
from various writings bearing on our Liturgy, 
that condensed information by which your 
understandings might be instructed, accom- 
panied with such incidental suggestions, as 
might excite in your breasts sentiments of ge- 
nuine piety and Christian feeling. Where the 
Church had^ in varied arrangements^ read out 
to the Congregation portions selected from the 
word of God, attention has been given to ex- 
plain those arrangements, and to enable you 
at your private perusal to turn the Holy Scrip- 
tures to their most profitable account. In the 
prayers, we have pointed out for your devout 
adoption, the calm yet fervent spirit of unaf- 
fected piety, with which your Church delights 
to dwell on the contemplation of the God of 
mercy and of love, and to solicit at his hands, 
in the appropriate language of his inspiring, 
the objects which his word has sanctified. May 
we not entertain a hope, that the Church now 
speaks not to you in an unknown tongue — 
that you can join in singing praises, with uh- 
derstanding, to the God whom the Congrega- 

£02 
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tion assemble to worship ? But may we not 
look farther ? — may we not hope that, when 
you go forth from the Temple of the Lord, you 
may bring with you into the world at large, 
what may shew forth the fruits of religion in 
the practical regulation of your lives. The 
instruction which is not calculated to make 
you better, can scarcely be said to make you 
wiser. Far be the fraudulent and insult* 
ing compromise from your thoughts, which 
would confine within the narrow precincts of 
the Temple, him to whom the earth with the 
fulness thereof belongeth, to whom Heaven 
and the Heaven of Heavens can set no bounds : 
which would think of purchasing for this world 
a^d its idolatries a week of licentious indul- 
gences, a life of incessant and unreflecting 
levity, by a Sabbath's visit at the Temple of 
the Lord. The temporal concerns of man 
call for the continued protection of his all- 
powerful providence — his spiritual concerns 
call for continued renewals of his assisting 
grace : the Liturgy of our Church provides 
for the uses of the faithful worshipper, the 
words by which he may be best entreated ; 
in your lives, my beloved brethren, we are to 
look for a testimony to the salutary wisdom of 
its suggestions, and to the piety of its humble 
and artless spirit. "If ye know these things, 
happy are ye if ye do them."* 

* John xiii. 17. 
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nd yet against this delightful body of our 

^h's devotions the eager love of innova- 

• raised its unhallowed voice. Objec- 

'nst it, often brought forward, and 

"uted, are now again set up, as if 

T, or wholly unanswered- Oc- 

se discourses, these objections 

^ -^d to, and explanations gi- 

sidious objects of the ene- 
. .1 may best be defeated, and 
i their arguments set aside. Our 
» is the same which our forefathers 
.luve handed down, sanctioned by their use 
and by their veneration ; no change has ta- 
ken place in it to call up the enmity of gain^ 
sayers : and yet sects in every wild diversity, 
from the extremity of fanaticism running to 
the very verge of infidelity, have united to op- 
pose it. Of these sects it is intuitively evi- 
dent, that they never could concur in a sin- 
gle Creed or in any one Liturgy to supply 
its place. Pamphlets have been published 
against it, contradictory no less to each other, 
than to that which they would set aside. Ne- 
ver may its words of truth and soberness be 
lightly moved from the hold, which its rooted 
eBtablishment and its experienced value give 
it, in the minds of the rational and the devoutl 
Never, until that by which it is to be super- 
ceded be fully made known, diligently exa- 
mined, and maturely weighed, never let one 



238 CONCLUDING OBSERVATIONS. [Sbamom XII. 

stone of the sacred edifice be shaken ! Here 
is a case requiring above all others the most 
calm deliberation, the most temperate discusr 
sion, minds abstracted from the world's en- 
gagements, understandings zealous for the 
establishment of sound and valuable truths 
thoughts devoutly bent on the Religion of the 
•Gospel and the concerns of another life : are 
•the present times such, as seem» above the cen- 
turies that are past, to promise these? Are 
the persons on whom the office of reforming 
.the Liturgy might be supposed likely to de- 
volve, persons who are known to the world as 
possessing in pre-eminent degree the varied 
4|ualifications of the head and of the heart, 
.which are necessary for the right performance 
-of such an qffice ? Can they be expected to 
bring to the reform of our Liturgy a higher 
rate of qualification^ than was possessed by 
those who composed it] Admit in them, the 
desire to be extensively useful-^to promote 
the union of Christian believers in one mode 
of Christian worship-^to improve the morals 
of the nation : are we to say that men would 
be found more pious — ^more learned, learned 
in all that knowledge which connects itself 
with the revealed word of God — ^more zealous 
for the diffusion of Spiritual Religion, and for 
its deep impression on the heart ? Say that 
they are not below the compilers of onr Li- 
turgy in this variety of great and rare endow- 
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m^its, yet it must be acknowledged, that in 
meekness — ^in humbleness of mind — in unaf- 
fected submissicm of the understanding-^in 
pati^it temper united yet with uncompromi- 
t»ng faith, c<»npetition would be impossible* 
When we take into our account the present 
state of our disturbed world — ^the complication 
of its objects — ^the engagements of its expe- 
diency — ^the imaginative speculatkms of its in-* 
tellectual pursuits — ^its eagerness still hunting 
after something new, almost to the contempt 
of what is not so— -we must be convinced that 
no time could be less auspicious than the pre- 
sent, for calmly and fairly discussing objec-' 
ttons against the Liturgy of our Church : that 
its artless and pious simplicity would be forced 
to give place — perhaps to metaphysical mo-* 
rality-^ perhaps to gloomy mysticism ; and 
that its orthodiNcy would be opened out to re- 
ceive within its pale, every description of per- 
son who did not disavow akogether any faith 
in Christ. . . , • ^ 

And wbatare the objections which a reforms 
is at such hazard sought to remove ? Some 
persons, it seems, complain of the length of 
our Church Service. Two hours are too long, 
it is conceived, for a weekly office, of devoticm 
te God^ when no one worldly assemblage for 
public bui^ess can effect its objects but at a 
greater length of time, and when every species 
of popular entertainment outlasts twice that 
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period. Two hours are certainly not too long* 
ibr the Prayers, and the Psalms, and the Lea*: 
sons, and the Litany, and tlie Commandment», 
and the Epistle and Gospel, and the Sermon, 
when we know that in the last of these, a fa^: 
Torite Preacher will be beard with (Measure 
for (me half of that time. The Lord's prayer: 
and the Gloria Patri are, it is objected, too* 
often repeated. But what better form than ^ 
this latter could be devisied to mark the divi*. 
sions of the Psalms* and other parts of the Ser- 
Tice? Aiid what more raluable model to re-- 
cur to, by which the Congregation may judge 
the compositions of the Church, than that: 
prayer which our Lord himself gave to hii» 
Disciples for their pious uses, and for a stand* 
ard by which their followers should adjust 
their devotional services ? A few words in our 
Liturgy may have become obsolete — a few 
may have changed their signification — yet to 
what an extraordinary, to what a miraculous: 
degree, has the continued usage of our book 
of Common Prayer preserved its language? 
Perhaps^ six words, possibly twice that nuiUH 
ber, might be found, which, if times were more 
favorable for a revisal, might with propriety 
be changed. But it may safely be said, that 
scarcely any member of a Church of England 
Congregation mistakes the meaning or mis- 
understands the words which he has heard, or 
wishes that the services of his Church i^uiuld 
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be remodelled to the taste amd the cdprices of 
the present day. 

For whom then is it contended that the for- * 
mularies of our Church are to be submitted to^ 
the innovating spirit of the reformer? For 
those who make no part of its congregation. 
Undoubtedly to bring into one united Church^ 
the members of all Protestant di^enting con- ' 
gregations, would be an object much to be 
desired; and to effect this, a few words — a 
Rubric — ^a Collect — or even a Creed might 
be removed from our Liturgy. But more 
than this would be necessary for the purpose, 
and much more would be demanded^ Sub-*? 
scription to the Articles — ^the Articles them- 
selves in their present form, should be laid 
aside — ^the entrance into the Ministry, wholly- 
changed — ^the discipline of the Church anni- 
hilated, and its control vested in spme mixed 
association of lay and clerical authority. If 
the Presbyterian would have the ordination 
office abolished, and the present Government 
of the Church in several particulars altered, 
the Socinian would require that the Liturgy' 
should not s^peak a language at variance with 
his interpretations of Scripture. The endfea-' 
vour to reconcile all, would ccwmpromise the. 
faith of the Church without effecting the ob-* 
ject for vhicjh the sacrifice was demanded. 
A nominal and ill-cemeqted union would soon' 
be disseveited^ and the: changes, whiich^ iii this 

Ff 
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year, might be thought adequate to the ad* 
mission of dissentient varieties, within the pale 
of the Church, would in the next, be found 
utterly insufficient to retain them in the union^ 
One change would facilitate and recommend 
a new one, and at the last, after Bucceseive 
changes and failures in each, the monarchi- 
cal Church of England would be broken up 
into a number of religious republics, exas- 
perated against each other by acrimonious 
contests, and without a common bond of ap- 
peal to any authority which could restrain 
their animosities and tranquillize their dis^ 
sensionsu 

It should not escape our recoHection, that • 
the same experiment had before been tried, , 
and that it failed of success. Your ancestors 
refused to encrease the numbers in their- 
Churches by a prostration of their faith, or to. 
break down the integrity of its Scriptual Li-» 
turgy to the indefinite neutralities of a latetu-* 
dinarian service. Be it yours, my beloveds 
Ijrethren, to follow their wisdom, and to be^ 
guided by their experience: to cling fast to 
the faith of your Church in the Lord Jesus : 
and beyond the influence of a few trivial ab* 
jections, to which every work of human falli-*^ 
bility is, and must be liable, continue to sup* 
port that Liturgy to which for piety and for 
orthodoxy, for purity and for moderation, 
you cannot, from the services of the Taxied^ 
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hosts of its adversaries, ever expect to find an 
equal. 

Now to God Almighty, the Father, the 
Son and the Holy Ghost, be ascribed in the 
Church, all Majesty, Might, Power, and Do- 
minion, for ever and ever. Amen. 



THE END. 
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